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PREFACK 


IN the follawing ymges tL have endeavoured to lay 
before the reader am account of two jonrneys undor- 
Haken in Tihyt, in districts situated many hundyeds of 
jniles npleb ancl wider diamotrioully opposite conditions, 
The first expedition ponetrated into the interior of 
the unitdiabited andl Inaven vegiony of (he Northern 
Desert ab a ine when Tihet was xigidly closed to 
foreigners, ‘The xeeond ded through the rich and 
thieklye popnlated valleys of the Brahnnaputra, and was 
mele with the cognisinee and permission of the Lhasa 
Goverment, Chengh only rendered possihle hy tho 
notable ateeess of Sir Prencis Younghushanl’s Mission, 

‘Tho rmetural Glatwwles insepuable from exploration 
in ‘Tihet ave xd varied and mumerous, that Iu little 
progres world he inade wore it not for the aid given 
hy those who are interested in Gavel and who are 
willing Ca render every axsistuwe in their power I 
therefore take (his appartanity of tendering my thanks to 
all whe have contributed: to tho auceass of the jouneys 
here ceserihed, aml more particularly to Colonol St. 
Ch Gore, HAP, Mav Beales, and the Officers of the 
Survey of Indin; Major Mo Ray, D.5.0., Intelligoneo 
Braneh; and Sir Clementa Markham, K.C.B., aud the 
Connell of the Royal Geographical Society. 

CGR 
November 1005, 
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PART I 


EXPLORATION IN CENTRAL TIBET 
1903 


PART I 


‘EXPLORATION IN CENTRAL TIBET 
1903 


CTAPTER f 
INTRODUGLION 


‘dim ancient history of Tibot is practically unknown. 
Neither in its monastories nor in its temples have 
vocords boon discovered which throw any light on its 
vulors or its people, Inhabited i¢ must havo been, as 
it lay eontiguons to the poworlul kingdom of China, 
with its teeming population and commoreial woalth, 
Myrvollous indeed must have heon tho caxliosh journoys 
mate by Huropomns, for ib is known that botweon the 
sixth and oleventh conturies Nestorian and Amnenian 
missionaries ponotwated fay into the country in thoir 
oftorts Lo propagate the Christian religion, No accounts 
of thair travels, however, avo now in existence, and ib 
way nob until 1626 that tho Portuguesc, Antonio de 
Andrade, mentions in a lottor, dated August 15th of 
that year, thab he had erossod the Timalayas and 
visit&tl ‘Txaparang, on tho head-wators of the Sule). 
An ovont of fur greator importance was, howovor, near 
@ hand, for the aecounts of Johann Grneher, an 
Austrian of the Jesuit Order, and of Albert Orville, 
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& Bolgian, show that those adventurous priests visited 
Thasn in 1662, Ab various intervals other Muvopenn 
missionurios ontoved ‘Tihet, bit none were more snecers - 
fal than the Capuchin Frings, who ne, anly (ravetled to 
Lhasa but setuled thore in £708, Stunty records: law 
heon left by thoso carly advontarers, and the first elon 
account is furnished hy Mr. Ci Bogle, an igdishon 
who was sont into tho country by Warren [Haalings in 
1774-75, JIo was followed by Tiewtonant Turner in 
(788, and in 1812 hy Mr. Mooreroft. ‘Tho Tattor 
ronchod Gartok, but was shortly aftorwanls munletod 
close by, No futher travels of importance took place 
until 1846, when the famous Fathers Tne and Cabot 
ontored Chas, and ase result of thoit journey gave 
to tho world some delightful letters descriptive of the 
aco, 

While these Tronch missionavios wore tn Lhasa, 
Lioutonent IL, Stanchey evossed the hordar into Wester 
Tihot and ponolrated as fu as Manasnowar Lake. But 
travel was becoming mmore and amore diffenlt, for about 
thik dato the joulous volors of the country were grule. 
ally closing the Jand to all foreigners, and wpocially 
to Enropoans, and anothor fifty yoart consequently 
glapsed before abhor abtompla wero mute to porate 
tho mystio land. ‘Thon axplorars followed fash upon 
ono anothor’s footsteps, ths host known being Lite. 
dale, Bower, Wellhy mit Dousy, all Mnglishimen ; 
Bonvald, the Due V’Orlouns, and Datvoult de Rains,” 
tho last-nuned being murderet hy the ‘MHbotme in 
1898; My, Roukhill the American, Dy. Svou Tlolin the 
Nwode, and Przhovalsky tho Russian, ts 

Despite these offorts, the knowledge gained of Uhis 
immense tract of country remains seaunty, and though 
the voil of mystory whieh has hidden Llmsa fob xe 
Jong hos reeontly heen lifted by the Tibet Mision, ye 
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hundeods of thousands of square miles romain that 
havo never beon secon by any ‘Euvopcan, Wo know 
thet Tibot forms as a whole an immonse plateau, that 
most of tho valloys nro higher than Mont Blane, that 
numerous and groab lakos exist, and that the towns 
and villages avo fow in numbox, but beyond this our 
knowledgo iy practically nil, 

‘The expeditions under Wellby, Bowor and Densy 
aro the only ones which havo any direct bearing on our 
firs6 Journey, and all three had a common base, viz, 
Leh, the capital °of Ladak, the most castorly district of 
Kashmir; all took tho same outward routo—tho only 
one available, since the others were jealously guarded 
hy tho Tibotans, and it would have beon impossible 
for small parties to have forced their way through a 
hostile country. 

Tho oxpeditions made their way over Chang La,! 
18,000 Leet above sea-level, to Tankso, and from thero 
to Phobrang, tho most castorly village in Kashmiz, 
Thenee they crossed tho Marsi-mik ie, 18,400 feet 
high, into tho Changchonmo Valley, and proceeded 
slong this to the Lanak fia, over which they crossed 
into ‘Tibet, ‘Thay thon traversed tho Soomjoling Plain 
to tho frosh-wator lake of Arport. Trom Axport 'Tso,* 
Deasy and Wollby struck in an cast-north-onsterly and 
Bowor in an cast-south-castorly direction, 

Deasy reached Antelope Plain about nino marchos 
duo cast, and, finding tho country of an unpromising 
naturo, moved south, bub was tuned back by an 
wmedt force of ‘Tibetans in the vicinity of the Lhasa 
rout; Lrayelling west-north-west, he oventually retumed 
to tH anak Le, 

Wellhy kept on due cast from Antelope Main, 
fis after suffermg great hardships and losing all his 
1 La— pss, 2 Tguz lake, 
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haggago aniinaly aid most of his mon, passed through 
China and reached Shanghai. 

Bowox, aseompaniod hy Ds, Thorold, on loving 
Arport ‘Sso, passed Aru ‘Iso and made direct for Thasa. 
[Lis oxpedition was alao stopped by Tibetan ofticialy when 
still many marches distmt from the sacred city; he 
thorofore prococdad duo north, and finally eniorged also 
at Shanghai, 

Tho dangors incurred hy thoxo oxpeditions did not, 
unfortimately, resull in a compensatory addition to ow 
knowlodge of the country. Wollhy's map, mainly owifig 
to the incompotones of his native surveyor, was pmectio= 
ally usoloss; so misleading was it, indeed, that it is 
impossible to follow clomly tho route taken, 

Bowor achieved & move suceessfal result, though hut 
little of tho country on oither side of tho route was 
mapped. 

Doasy, on tho athor hand, made a valuable aud 
accurate survey, & levee mnunber of perks haing trie 
angulated, and tho jntervoning disteicts filled in with 
good topographical dotnils, 

Our oxpodition was unelertaken with the objet 
of vorilying the oartior vosults, fling fn any variant 
gaps, and, oxpocially, penoirabing and exploring tho 
hithorto unknown land, 

In 1895 C lwwl visited Zanaknr und Lahoul, tn 
1900 Ballistan and daulak, and, liter, dhe vallays of 
the Pongong, Tn 1903 1 had ontered the Chang. 
choomo Valley, and, pushing on over the Lanak La to 
Arport Tao, vouched a poiut net fur from the shores 
of Shemon Tao, All these jowneys were undertaken 
for tho sales of sport, uid we depended entively pon 
the ville far aur supplies af food 

1 returned to Teh in the latter yeu, so méef 
improssed hy whut 1 hud seon thet L hud alrondy 
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formed the determination to do my utmost lo visit 
this woivd and fascinating country in the following 
spring, in ordor lo oxplore and survey it in an enstorly 
direction as far as possible. 

On my robwn to Poshawar, T wrole to Colonel 
St. G. Goro, lato Survoyor-Gonoral of India, asking for 
hig advico and assistance, Those wore both generously 
accorded, and conduced very largely to the success of 
tho work which wo wore finally enabled to perform. 
To Colonel Gore's invariable courtesy and willingness 
4@rxendor help, travellors in Southern Asia have beon 
indebted for several years past. 

‘lo tho British officer desirous of undertaking 
extended twavel, tho greatest impediment is tho 
difficulty of obtaining leave of absence—a difficulty 
which, it is needless to say, is increased if the applicant 
has no particular claim to such leave, The mattor, 
however, had to bo faced, and in this particular 
instance was most satisfactorily settled by my Colonel 
according Lo me six and a half months’ leave of absonco 
from. the rogimont, 

Chad now obtained the necossary loave, the services 
of a sty-surveyor (kindly placed at my disposal by 
Colonel Goro), and pormission from tho Foroign Oflico 
Lo cross the frontior into Tibot. 

Thero romained tho most important problom, viz, 
the soloetion of a suitable compagnon de voyage; but, 
fortunately, this proved to be oasy of solution, as the 
very man was at hand in the person of Lioulenant 
A. J. G. TWargreaves (of my regiment), with whom I 
had travelled on provious occasions, Ife was about to 
proc&ed to England on leave, but when asked to join 
in my attempt to penetrate into this inhospitable land, 
Rowladly consented, 


OUAPTHR 1 
PREPARATIONS VOR DEPARTURE 


By tho ond of Marek 1908 noarly all our propawations 
wore mule, and the mare cumborsdme goads fae 
warded to Srinagar by the slow but sure Illogk-curts, 
thoro to await; our amival, Onx covavan-ponios, forty- 
throo in number, wore purchased in Leh, ax wo intended 
to uso thab place as our asa of operations, 

Tho caravan-bashi, Abdul Khalik by name, houghb 
thoso ponies for us, Sines his namo will freqyuontly 
appear in this record of our travels, ib is necessary ba 
enumorite briefly his virbues and his views, though as 
time woul on his many dad qualities conplotely 
overshadowed Ghe Cow goad points in his chanabar, 

Ifo was am Argoon by birth, half Pathan and half 
Yarkandi, a Mahometlan by voligion, aud a sharpor and 
bully hy natures and oduention ; about forty-seven years 
of age, of imposing and, to bho natives af the country, 
of ewo-inspiring appearance, Lo could Tie tuently in 
sovon Hastorn languagos, and possessor at oxbrnordinuy 
lnowlodge of tho world in gonord, "Those talonta wore 
furthor accontnated by a most perauasive manor 

Ths avdinary vacation was Ghatof an intermediary 
between (he different merchants, of all nutionalities, 
who visit Loh: in this position he was nble to exdtoise 
his poculiey tulents to the fall, thongh numerous 
indiserotions had caused him to become intimatély® 


requainted with tho interiors of many prisons, 
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Cunning and audacity had, however, enabled him to 
rondor these visily of but short duration. 

Lo first appears in history as a mule-driver in the 
sorvice of Captain Bowor, where his groat capacitios 
for lying quickly bronght him into notice, This 
oxpedition ovidently proved sufliciontly Inerative to 
encourage him to seek out more “sahibs” on whom ho 
could oxoreise his cunning, In 1897 fate throw him 
iuto the path of Captain Deasy, who was about to 
proceed to Chinese Turkestan, On this occasion, 
h8wovor, his villainies wore quickly exposed, with the 
result that ho was sentenced to six months’ imprison- 
ment at Gilgit, 

Apparently his ardour was in nowise damped by 
this experience, for in 1902, whon I visited Leh, 
Abdul Khalik, hearing that I intended to enter Tibet 
on some future occasion, came to me with the outward 
appearance of a bland and innocent gontleman and 
roquosted to bo engaged as caravan-bashi, At this 
date I knew nothing oither for or against him: no 
information was to be obtained from the natives 
beyond tho statement that he was invaluable in 
dealing with Tibetans—they wore glad enough, 
probably, Lo got rid of him, at any prico, Completely 
deceived hy his manner, he was at once engaged hy 
mo, and vecoived full instructions as to the part ho was 
to play in the preliminary arrangements. 

Tlargreaves roached Srinagar about the 17th of 
April, while T arrived a fortnight later. Tho first 
weok of Targreaves’ stay was spent by him in giving 
tho finishing touches to tho stores, repacking and 
sortfhg them for convenience in transport. All the 
otwables and perishable goods were packed in yakdans 
%l¥2ht wooden boxes covered with thin leather), ‘They 
we quite ideal for carrying stores, being light yob 
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xlaong, caxy bo load on ponies, and cost hut 7 rupees 
apiccs, Chats, kugo saddle-bags matte of hair, wer 
used for carrying our flonr, rico, ofc, 

TIargreavos loft Srinagar before my arrival, and 
hiovied forward to Loh in order to attend to the 
ponios and soo to the fitting of their oquipment, 
taking with him twonty-five pony-loads of the hulkior 
goods, auch as Lents, rugs, tnd rice. 

1 arrived in Sxinngay on May 8rd, camping in 
the Chonar Bagh The yoar 1908 was market hy 
disastrous floods, aud oven ab this date the level of Ito 
wator was sovoral foot above the novmel, ILore 1 was 
mel hy Babu Ram Singh, the sul-surveyor, togethor 
with his cook. for Ram Singh’s roligious suseoptihilities 
necossitated his having a man of tho same caste bo do 
his cooking. 

T havo rarely xeon so marked a contynst holweon 
tivo mon of the samo country-—-for both were Cuoekhas, 
Ram Singh was about five feat sight inches in height, 
of solid, nob to say eorpulonl Dnild, of placid temper, a 
good Muglish scholar, and a most pleasant and interest 
ing companion, Ho also possoxsed tho quality (rare 
among natives of fidin) of donling tactfully with mon 
of obhor castos aad nations, 

lis cook, on Ge other hand, was of aifiate alate, 
hull starved in appermunee, and ovinging in mumor Io 
was Cha only min in the whole of our cumin who 
inoveased in siza and weight--lor he paved himsall’ to 
hoo groat flesh-eater, and, with the ehoivost: joints of 
venison generally at Jind, was rable to spend many 
hours in silent gluttony. 

Rajuh Six Amar Singh, the brother of the Mahaijeb 
of Kashnir, had kindly provided us with relays: of 
voolios and pouies along the whole road to Loh, so Uke” 
jownoy was reeomplishod with rapidity and comfort. | 
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Tho snow on the Zoji La was, for once, firm and hard, 
and tho climb over the pass was consequently rendered 
both ploasant and oxhilerating. 

No account of the first part of the trip is needed, as 
much has already been written on Kashmir and Ladak ; 
sullico it to say that I joined Hargreaves at Leh on May 
19th, after monotonous but comfortable journey of 
250 milos, 

1t will bo horo in place to briefly state the composi- 
tion of the expedition, and to enumerate the stores and 
inftpedimenta which were necded for our journcy into 
tho unknown land, 

Bosidos Hargreaves and myself, the party consisted 
of Ram Singh and his servant, Abdul Khalik, two 
cooks, two camp-mon and twelve pony-men. ‘To assist 
in keoping the camp supplicd with fresh meat, I 
engaged the services of my old shikari, Sabhana of 
‘Wataila, a man who on soveral previous occasions 
had dono good work with mo in Kashmix. 

For survey purposes, the instruments included one 
6” thoodolito; ono 8” thoodolite; two hypsomoters, 
with four spare thormomoters for registration of tho 
altitude and graduated from 212° I’, to 170° F.; four 
maximum and minimum thermometers; two aneroids, 
cach registering up to 24,000 foot; two chronomoters 
and two plano tables, with their necessary adjuncts. 

Our battery consisted of two sporting rifles, two 
MM, '808 carbines, one ‘500 Magnum Express, ono "450 
Express and a Paradox, together with 1000 rounds of 
rifle ammunition and 200 gun cartridges, 

For clothing, Hargreaves and I each had, in addition 
to tfe ordinary Norfolk suits, lamh’s-wool under-gar- 
ments, a short and light positeen coat, trousers of the 
“ame material, Logether with Gilgit boots to slip over 

altho foot, Largo fur guuntlots, balaclava caps, woollen 
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vonforlers, pultie gaiters and heavy shooting-boots 
completed ony ontlié for ao hy day. 

For the night we had poshteen slooping-hags, and av 
plontiful supply of rugs in addition; but ab thoes evon 
these proved Lo be inanfliciont te koap out the biltor 
cokl, and poshteon trousers had ofton to be worn ab 
night as woll as hy day. 

The tongs cousiabed af an llgin Milly 8 fl. square 
dlooping pal, an 8 fl. syuaro servants’ pal, a Col. 
Kinloek’s shooting pel and foe 6 £6, aqua servants’ 
pauls, As soon as our means of transport began to fod], 
hoth the sorvants' tonb and the shooting tont werg 
discarded, as neither was suited to tho country, 

Thess bents wero very nich improved hy some 
adiitions which wo devised for them. ‘They wore 
lined Ghroughout with olose-woven canvas cloth, and an 
flap of the samo material, twelve inches deap, was also 
sewn rotund tho hottom of the “fies” and tuned in so 
as to lio on the grown On this strip a rug was Tnid, 
fixed to tho wally by menus of tabs, thua materially 
assisting in protecting: us Crom the bitter wind, 

A gyont variety of madieines was nok neaded, as 
tho ailments likely Co be mot with in high altitudes 
avo bub few in amber: cold in the abdomen, iuflmme- 
tion of the oyes, sleoplessness, houache amd moun 
(iinsiaknosy, agno nnd Coothacha, comprise the ohiet 
corplaiuis, A small Gin chest contained Gha necessary 
drags in the form of tabloids, together with lanoline, 
lint and bandages, for minor aceidonts, hese proved 
amply suflicionl for all our wants, 


CHAPTER III 
READY TO START 


Apput Kiranrk, the caravan-bashi, mot mo several 
nfiles from Lich, bringing with him two or threo of the 
ponies ho had bought, ‘These animals wore cnveloped 
in rags, but no coverings could sufficiently disguise the 
lumbering Yarkandi pony, tho one breed above all 
others which Khalik had been told not to purchase, 
Soon after reaching the comfortable dak bungalow at 
Leh, a visit was paid to the serat to inspect the forty- 
three animals which had been bought, 

-™~s-Khalik, heavily booted and spurred, gaily attired, 
and carrying an cnormous whip, joined us, and at onco 
proceeded to introduce the mon he had engaged as 
caravan-drivors, ‘They wore twelve in number, all 
Argoons, of varying ago, size, and appearance, A 
vory fow had pleasant faces; tho majority looked 
hardoned villains, Tho sorvicos of six wore dispensed 
with at once, much to Khalik’s disgust, 

Argoons aro half-castes, usually the offspring of 
mixed Yarkandi ond Ladoaki, or Yarkandi and Kashmiri 
marriages; they got their living as caravan-drivers, 
working along tho difforent trade routes, As a rule, 
thoy avo ill-fod and badly paid, looked down upon and 
bulffod by the surrounding peoples, so that it is 
remarkable they rotain any good qualitios at all; 

“a4 a matter of fact, they are nob only patient, hard- 

, Working, and apparently indifferent to physical hard- 
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khips, bub have avon heon known (o show gratiiudo 
for kindnoss revvived--a feature nob loo common 
amongst the natives of Kashinir. 

Wo wore much disappointed on thspeeting the 
ponies, for thay were all, withont exception, ina low 
and work condition, Whalik declared (hat he had 
bought thom alle month before and fed thom fully 
ovor since, and in proof of this statement produced a 
heavy bill for grain, ote, 

Wo diseayered aftarwauds, however, that he had 
honght. the ponies only a fow days boforshand, und 
had disposed of the grain to his brather, who possessed 
some cows whiah royuired fattening up for the markat, 

Tho distondod state of the ponies’ hollies showerl 
how thoy had beon stuffed duaing the last tow days, 
doubtless with the idea thet the fooligh sahih might he 
improssodl by their splendid condition, Not only wore 
the animals in a misorably wenk state, but a larga 
proportion of them wore Yarkuudis, which, ai U have 
suid, wo had told Khalik not to duy, as they ave quite 
usoloss for the highlands of Mhets tho remainder wore 
of vaviouk broods Kashmiri, Chang ‘Taug, Zansker and 
lavleki—varying in osiza trom ft fo 14 hands, of 
all colours and Lempors, and having only one point of 
similarity, viz, Choi wretched condition, 

Khotik was, of come, ready with inmimnerabte 
oxplunations ponies wore very seareo and dear thab 
year; tho mortality during tho law winter had been 
so gob ws Lo surpass all provions records; bho ponies 
wore realy quito young, and only seemed old; beath- 
marks were auto undrustyorthy in that coumbry, ote, 
obo, 1 was, however, inpossihle to bay fresh anifials, 
aa wo wanted to alart et ones, Wo fownd that the 
saddles were rerdy, and the headl-stalls, pie keting 
ropes, Legs, ele, nearly complete, 
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On the noxt morning a fine little pony was 
brought in for inspection—reputed to be the champion 
polo-pony of the valley, As we could nob agreo upon 
the price, tho difforenco was settled by the simple 
expedient of tossing; the owner won, and the pony 
became ours for 80 rupecs. 

May 21st was a busy day for us, We again sorted 
and ropacked tho yakdans, then engaged more men ; 
this timo all Ladakis, of whom I cannot speak too 
highly, They are truthful, faithful and honest ; hard- 
working and as hard as nails; and always cheorful and 
willing, I may add hero thal from the beginning 
to the end of our journoy not ono Ladaki gave us a 
momont’s touble—from thom wo had no grumbling 
ox sullon looks, 

Many Ladaki womon gathered around at this period 
and attracted our attention, Their genoral appear- 
anco is best described by Dr, Gerard, who writes 
is follows: “In figure they aré stout, waddling and 
dumpy:... in {aco they are not beautiful, even whon 
young: whon past their climactoric very unseemly ; 
and when old # picture of horrid ugliness. Their hair, 
glistening with rancid oil, hangs loosely round their 
qunbumt necks, Somotimes it is woven into tressos, 
which braid tho contour of the face; but it is commonly 
‘umyegardod, and blows out in the wind, giving thom 
a shaggy appearance, like wild beasts,” 

By the 28rd of May everything was complete ; 
the ponics had been shod—by no means a simple 
operation—and a cheerful and contented set of men 
ehgaged, In addition 10 other stores, 2000 lb, of 
flow# 2400 Ib, of barloy, 1400 Ib, of rico, tea, sugar, 
salt, spices, otc, wore bought for the party; all this 
evas divided and packed into loads weighing 80 lb. 
apiece—two of which were carried by cach animal, 
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During thea fow days ab Lele the ponies visibly 
improved in condition probably hoenuse shay oyo 
was kept ou their food, 

Wo bad trlended Co leave Gohl ou tha 2avel inst, 
but ats Chis happened to ho a Satiday, wa imutapicious 
day aecouding bo Musstlnan belief, our departare was 
delayed by twenty-forr hours: dis time we spent in 
nobbling all outstanding claims, und giving advances of 
pay to our men, Towever much we disbursed to the 
people of Loh, thore wore always others who hovered 
around, prossing purely imaginary claims, their ono 
iden boing to gob as yeh out of us as thoy possibly 
could, Those hangers-on Tollowed vs ahoub dike vul- 
uvos preating a dying animal, each ono hoping a 
Londor morsel might fall to his share, 

TIargrorvos loft early in the morning for somo 
hurhol-shooting in Chimray nillah, intending to join 
mo threo days lator ab Chimray village, 

During the afternoan the * vultures,” finding tab + 
there was Little olye but hones left on their viebims, gave 
up tho pursuit and departed. lL spont the renmiudor 
of my time ab Ceh wilh the Moravian missionarios, 
whose gensrous hospitality brightens for all visitors 
the drowhiess of this desolate lat of mountains, 
Very littl is known of the oxcellont work: that is 
actomplished hy thexo good people; thoy ure respeated 
and beloved hy all with whom thoy ¢ome inte contre, 
and sob an admirable example of simplicily and cloanti- > 
ness to Lho natives, besides performing many practical 
works of charity, 

Tho winter of 1902 3 had hean a sovero one in 
this vogton, the snowdell hoing one of the heavidat on 
vecord, ‘The Chang fa, a dient pass of £8,000 feet, 
over whieh wo lad hoped to make ou way, had bees 
conagquently completely bloeked, However, the twe 
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men whom wo had sont forward to report on the 
stato of tho road, rvelumed in time to bring the 
information that this Chang La routo was now just 
practicable, This was indeed good news, for by cross- 
ing tho pags a fortnight’s weary marching would bo 
saved, 


CHAPTER TV 
WHE JOURNEY BEGUN 


To 2dth of May broke clear and bright At 
tho first stroke of dawn all wore astix, but thong 
wo worked like ‘Trojans to gob things ready, ib was 
newly eleven o'tlack before the ponies were actaully 
clear of the dake bungalow, 

As is only to he expected in all Master towns, a 
Jargo erowd had eolleebod to see us off, mid Chore ware 
plonty of onlookers who wore only too willing to assint 
in the louling of the ponies. Much to au aunpriso, 
the animals submitted quigtly to the indignity of a 
load with the oxeaption of two sqnealing atallions, 
which fonght most dotermineddy with theh human 
oppressors, ‘They were, however, mustered ab Jest, 
and Joaded with huge of grain in such a manner as to 
discourage aven tho nosl play fd) animal, 

Having marshatled: owe caravan, we finally sab ont 
from the chk bungalow, escorted hy a eonsidorble 
crowd for some distines beyond the town, 

for the firs mile or tv the ponies hehaved admit 
ably, and we were just congratitlating ourselves on Uie 
snecess of our stat, when one pony, in spite of all our 
offarts, broke nek, and made atmight for teh fis 
axmiiple was immediately followed hy five ot het, and 
wo had the mortitiention of seeing ml six: disappenr 
ronnd the hill ina elond of dust. Noo ropes cond 
staid the strain of auch proceedings, and yekdans, 


mm 
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tinned foods and saddles littered the road in all 
directions. 

Back we wont in pursuit, and after a long chase the 
dolinguonts wore caught and porsuaded to return to the 
yemains of their loads, but nob before one of them had 
fully demonstrated his not inconsiderable racing abilitios, 
‘Aftor this one slight mishap, the vest of the march was 
completed without trouble, 

_  Adark lurid haze hung over tho valley during the 
day—tho air being full of dust, probably tho result of 
a wndstorm in the plains of India. 

The first night was spent in the rest-house at 
Renbirpur, ab which place a decisive victory had been 
geincd by Zaraway Singh, the general of Raja Ranbir 
Singh, over the Ladakis in 1841. 

Tho next morning wo started carly. The packs 
were rapidly and efficiently adjusted by the Ladakis 
and Argoons, who vied with each other in an exhibition 
of quick loading, Long practice enables these caravan- 
dvivors to reach a vory high pitch of execllonce in this 
most important work, 

The voad from Srinagar to Loh is good, but beyond 
Leh it hecomes heavy and rocky, and strown wilh 
granite boulders, so that travelling both for man and 
beast is by no means casy, 

Chimray was reached in a snowstorm. Tere we 
wore joined by Hargreaves, who had been unlucky in 
his search for burhél, as he had nob sighted a single 
animal, 

Outside the village wo wore met by a charming 
old dumbadas,’ evidently very anxious to oblige, 
though he did not appear io he blessed with a 
large amount of intelligence, and even of this small 
@tock he scemed to be deprived at the sight of Khalik, 


1 Tumbadar=headman. 
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Hor some reason or other, Mhalile struck four tite the 
hoarty of all these poor people, Crass, grain, opps, 
ote, had been colleoted sforeland, se it was nob 
Jong hefore all were comfortably settled down for the 
evenings 

wolve miles dishuit, ab tha howd of the valloy, was 
tho Ching In (£8,000 foot), a trying pass ab all times 
of the yea, for nob only is ib usually deep in snew, 
covering Dinmmterable huge, loose houldors, but it alse 
hes an ovil reputation for mountainesieknoss, One 
guides hal informed ws that. ib was practionble, but 
a further repork received in the evening on the von- 
dition of the snow was not very encouraging, Wo 
haul, however, large number of yaks ab tnd, seit 
was docidedt to load these up with Iulflonds, and allow 
the ponies to gross the pass wiburdened, 

Our next halling-plies was Zingral, a flav spot of 
about twenty veres in extent, sibuated on the neu 
sido of the pass, 2200 feeb below tho stammity the 
road lending to tlds place day alone Uw rivershad, 
ay the ordinary path, high up the motatedneside, was 
still tutor snow. 

Wo found heve the remains of a hut whieh previously 
ordedt a welcome shelter to belatad travellers; only 
tho walls and a pert of the roof are now alinding, Wo 
alae obtained good water, bat all grain, wood and grass 
had to he drought up from the villagy holow, Our 
ohemupmont thet night appearad rather formidable, 
consinting as ib did of whoub (80 men and 10 annals 
—iuany of the men laving veluiteared tlaie: saeviees 
moroly to assivb the yaks md ponies in tha passage 
of the Cheng Ta. a 

Wo rose at Stan, the nest morning, with the 
iden of veuching the top off the pass, if possible before 
the sun hed begia to melt the snow; the baggage 
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was loaded by tho light of the stars, and after a hard 
struggle up tho western slope the highest point was 
gained bofore Lhe sun rose over the eastern peaks. 

All were somewhat oxhausted by this climb, but 
though the going had been bad, it was nothing 
compared with what was before us. For seven or 
cight miles down tho castern side of the pass the 
snow lay fifteen to twonty fect deep, and though tho 
surfaco had thawed during the previous day undor 
the heat of the sun, yet it had frozen again during 
thé night. Tho result was that o crust had been 
formed which was firm cnough to support. 2 man, but 
nowhore sufficiently strong to bear the weight of a 
baggago animal, with or without a burden. 

‘Chis brittle covering broke as the weight of an 
animal was thrown on cach leg in turn ; a quick, sharp 
soramblo onsucd, leaving tho panting beast, with his 
belly on the crust and his legs in tho soft snow 
beneath, quite poworless to help himself, We counted 
twelve ponios in this predicament at ono time, Tho 
method of procedure that was adopted as a means of 
roseue was as follows: ‘The animal was seized by the. 
tail, cars, mano and rug, and forcibly hauled from his 
tomporary gravo, only, howover, to be in a similar 
position five minutes lator, This continual struggling 
not only weakoned the ponics considorably, but cut 
their legs and faces badly ; so much so, indeed, that a 
clearly marked trail of blood indicated the route taken 
from the top of the pass. 

Fortunately the day was cloudless, without a breath 
of wind, so, although both mon and beasts were much 
exhatsted, we managed with sundry halts to make our 
way down the valley, and by two o'clock in the after- 
ftoon had left the snow behind. 

The yaks had displayed their wonderful powors 
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af smemounting diliculiies in tho way of bad going ; 
they fell the strain, certainly, baie even when eurying 
160 Mh. lauds proved thotmselves fare superior too the 
Maburdencd ponies, ‘Their eapneily for stupgeling 
through deep and broken snow, over protruding: rocks 
and treachevons hollows, is most Marvellous, 

Many of tho men suffered: severely fram the oftrets 
of tho growl allibnde, ‘Thin “monntain-sickness” isa 
poentiar disease, whieh allots different: individuals in 
diferent ways wid with varying inteusily. ‘The mora 
common symptoms are severe headache, particuletly 
Alleating the buck af the skull, giddiness, vomitiig and 
groal exhaustion, No corlain cure has yot hoon dis. 
coveret for it, hab widoubledly the boast remedy ia to 
got. toe lower allitude as rapidly as possible, A goad 
provontive is to ab frequently small quantities of 
food —and for this chocolate is invaluable, Th is 
voromarkable faeb respecting this waploasant mally 
that ib appews bo atbeck i8 viebims more severely on 
eortai mountains dad passes thea on others, thongh the 
elroumslances mid surroundings may bo precisely similar 
Ono may, hewaver, hocame dimmimne to ih in Line, 

On venching Dargu, we wera met hy a bavy 
of younp girl, nively deossed mid washed for the 
ovension snow Uhh they had removed: the vovering 
of dirk from Chait tueex, it was styprising to seo what 
fresh, Yosy complesions the younger girly posussed. 
Mhesy fair damsels offered aus milk, ages and native 
heer, while one of them discourse: sweet music for 
ane henefib on a fate of primitive hah ingouious 
design, A restehouxe had bean well clemed aid pre- 
pared, end in this we were soon installed, thongh 
it was long after dark hofore hoa lust eleagelers of 
the party emu iiand all was quiet far tho night* 

A shorh mach of eight iuniles along the grassy. 
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banks of a stream took us noxt morning to Tanks, 
the chief village of the district; it is a wealthy and 
prosperous place, famous for the large quantities of 
fine wool produced by ils hords of goats, 

The Tankso district consists: mainly of a long, 
fortile valley, eut off from the rost of the world for 
tho groator part of tho year by an impassable barrier 
of snow. A broad and rapid river, full of snow-trout, 
runs down tho centre of the valley, its banks soft 
with rich grass, rom ond to end there are fertile 
mendows, and substantial stone houses are dotted along 
the lowlands, tho whole encircled by rugged snow-peaks, 

On cntoring tho village, the first object my eye 
foll wpon was the smiling face of Soonam Tilney, a 
native of the placo, who had accompanied me into 
Tibet in the previous yoar. He earnestly requested 
to bo allowed to join our party, and to this we 
voaily agreed, as ho was kpoyep to be a quict and 
steady worker, a 

Our first inquiry on arrival was rospecting the 
grain ordered somo ten days before; to our intense 
disgust, wo found that nob a hag was roady, not a 
pound woighed! Tho thardar, or hoacdman of the 
district, Tlivam Singh by namo, was ab once pro- 
dueod, and we ondonvoured to impress upon him the 
fact that wo wore waiting for the promised grain. 
Tle was, physically, a fine specimen of the native, 
but as ho habitually drank chang’ with 1 perseverance 
worthy of a botter cause, most of his timo was spent 
in happy oblivion. We were unfortunate in meoting 
him on one of his bad days, for all he could do was 
to vofer us to tho grain-store keeper, from whom wa 
recoived a promise that, 1180 mawnds * of barley should 
sho voady by the noxt day. 


1 Chang =native beor, ® Maund =80 Ih, 
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Wo fit datermined ta hay seme yaks here to 
emry grain for the ponies, intending to Tob (hom run 
Joose or retin te their homes, as their fonds beenme 
uxed up, We fond, however, that the people were 
nwilling to sell, and arrangements were made to hive 
Che andiids fisted. ‘The rade al hire was Che same as 
for ponies, viz, Rs fh aw month, halting or mavehing, 
Lhe ownors leading and tonding their beasts and taking 
ull visks, 

Wo trened) in early thet night, with tho intention 
of vising betimes Cie following morning lo snperin cond 
the weighing and packing of the grein, a coarse kind 
of barley. AL our plans were Trnsfrated, however, for 
neither limbadar, stovekeaper uer workers appeared 
until the sim wes high i dle heavens, 

The gyi owas removed fom the storahonsn 
through a small holy in the reols it was then leaned 
mud lame pielked (to remove Che stones) hy bwe rows 
of very dirty women; ator that, if was woighed. The 
procoss of weighing was begun in the largest sealo the 
Village could prodies, a small hand-sente, with ad dh, 
shone ax woizht; with this ib was proposed Las issue 
over 14,000 Tha of grimeat aperntion whieh wand 
have ontiiled nm week's slonuly work, 

Ao soueh wes instigutad through tbe village, and 
an 8 Th measure diseoverels this was a ceeded im: 
provement and Che work now procoeded comparatively 
fast; dnt hy nightlall barely 100 mands were ready, 
Wo were obliged (a wateh the nian and woinon while 
thoy worked, or they woukl have emulated tho fat 
hoy in Prediwiek and droppert off to slap at one, 

Thronghowl the day Subluna was collecting *hirds 
for ane tables; from this time, indeed, irds, game 
ole, were shob for the pot, and neb imerely for aports 
When cartridges are senreo and there is no possibiliby 
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of roplonishing the stock, ib is desirable to obtain 
tho largost bag with the smallest expenditure of 
ammunition, Acting on this principle, wo always 
told off Sabhana for a stalk when gamo-birds were 
plentiful, as he usually scoured a good percentage ; 
if he mado a miss, or if his bag did not come up 
to our standard in quantity, he received no share of 
tho spoils, He was allowed ono ctriridge to four 
pigeons, one to two Tibotan sand-grouse, and one 
to overy hare, Sabhana thus became thoronghly well 
ver in the efficacy of enfilade fire, and much time 
was spon (more particularly with tho pigeons) in 
getting a nico row of the birds—one behind another, 

By tho ovoning of tho third day a fair number of 
yaks und a fow ponies had beon collected; the latter 
wore a raggod-looking lot, but as I had used some of 
thom the year bofore, T know that they wore in reality 
much hardier than they appeared. 

Wo loft Tankso on May 81st, and travelling along 
fi. grassy valley arrived -carly in tho day at Muglih— 
a distance of only cight miles, but the length of our 
marches had to be regulated by the places where grass 
and water wore to bo found, Moreover, the pace was 
necessarily slow, as the yaks, which carried the spare 
grain, aro nover quick movors at tho best of times, 
and at this poriod were so weak that their rate of pro- 
grossion never oxcceded 14 miles per hour, 

As soon as we arrived in camp the ponies wore 
turned loose, in order to allow them to strotch their 
limbs by » good gallop over the grassy plain—a 
proceeding which they hugely enjoyed; wo had, how- 
ever, to recapture the stallions at once, as their fun 
spéedily dogencrated into an ugly fight, in which one 
received a bad wound in tho side. 

The stream was teoming with snow-trout, and since 
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Jianger overcame our nabtual sporting instinels, we 
dragged a pool with a halfineh mesh net, with the 
result Chat over 0 Tbe weight of fish were landed 
over to bhe cook. 

On the following day we reached Phobrag, the 
last civilised spot we shonld sea for months, Tt 
cousiats af about eiglt las, lying ina shelleved aullah 
to the north-east of Che Pangong Lake, ab an altituds 
of nearly £4,800 feo Tt is inhabited all the yonr 
round, hut the peaplo nmat experience the most bitter 
cold, for the deep sat take af Pangong, whieh lies 
600 feot below the village, is frozen hard for threo 
or four months in tho years 

A strong stream, rising in tho mountains close hy, 
flows Chyongh the (lat, graysy dinids in front of Che 
Village and empties itself into tho Paugong Lake. ‘his 
river was adive with fine snow-troat, so Dhugreaves 
and } at onee sot to work to eabelr Cham. 1b was an 
idol Croutstream the swift wator broken inte eddies 
anid pools by sluarpruigled reeks, and the sight af the 
geome, hard-lighting fish nuute ies Jong for a Hight con 
foob rod, "The net provedt Coa shorh te he of ase, so 
we proceeded to porch, in spite of the bittoreokd, in tho 
regu native fashions Wace dow the river, the 
fish were frightened inte Calg refuge tinder Che over 
hanging and broken hanks, whore they iny in densa 
masses with their noses lose to the shore, fi this 
position i was an easy tuatlor ta grasp them geutly 
vert the gills and cast Chon high and dry on 
the bank, Cam sorry fo have fo recor that hy 
this mmaportsmantike trick we captured in the course 
af tho etlernoon 2h0 trawl, averaging LU. in weight, 
the largest fuming the seale at Q dbs, ron one hele 
alone, abort six feet by Caer, the cook and € drew 
ont 10 fish ‘Phose were at ones elemed, stutdried, 
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and thon strung on ropes, thus making o welcome 
addition Lo our larder for many a doy afterwards, 

We had heen told that wo should find everything 
ready ab Phobrang, and baggage animals collocted ; but 
wo wore again doomed to disappointment, for nob a 
single heasb of burden was to be seen, The poople 
soemed listless and sulky, and declared that thoro 
wore no animals in the district at all. The winter 
had certainly boon, a severe onc, but even thet would 
not account for the total disappoarance of the large 
hor@s of yak, ponios and donkeys which I had seen 
grazing on the low-lying flats in the previous yoav. 
Wo were quite unable to account for this state of 
things and called upon Khalik for an explanation ; he 
at once declared that the natives had bribed the 
khardar not to compel them to go with us. This, 
however, only increased the mystery, as theso same 
people had been willing enough to go last year, and had 
appeared to bo well satisfied ; moreover, wo required 
thom this timo for only thirtoon marches, and were 
offering baksheesh in addition to their pay. It was 
not until four months lator that wo discovered that it 
wag Khalik himself who was at tho root of the trouble, 
Ilo had so intimidated tho unfortunate villagors that 
thoy had handed over to him money, sheep, wool and 
clothes; he had also told thom that wo wore going 
to China and that if they went with us, they would 
never veturn—thore was, therefore, some reason for 
their roluctance, though we were at a loss to account 
for it at the time, 

A long conyorsation with the khardar and the 
lumbadargs in the evening resulted in a promise that 
a search should be mado the following morning for the 
necessary animals, and if found they should accompany 
us on our journey. 
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The morning Iroke fine aud height, wel ou hopes 
of potting all on the steveeding day rose with the sun, 
Yoks of a starved and rageedt appearance bayan to come 
in oarly, continuing to arrive ih small hevds for the 
vest af the day, anil by aightlall thay tad gathered to 
the munber of seventy. With the ponies we were less 
fortimata, ax only ten fresh ones pete in a appearance, 
and these in sneha wretched condition ay to give bab’ 
Tittle hope of their doing much work 

Harthor doluy follower, ay the men asked for a day, 
to eolluch provisions for thomselves and thohr peates 
and to got thoir aninials shod; this seamed such 
reasonable requests bhal wa could nat very wall 
refuse, 

Our last day in civilisation was spent in Costing the 
riley and amantnition, In the afternoon we were visited 
hy w hord of Avang, the wild asa of Pibots this pa 
tioular herd had evidently seen muel of mur and 
knew his ovil ways--for, though curious as to the * 
native of om uuaital msomblage, thay: spon folk, 

The scone front Gi eanp ab dwight was alrikingly 
bountiftd In Gho distanee res tho snow-euvared 
mountting of Che Pangong, Uteie Cope dashed hy the 
Tash rays of tha setting sanyo few: amall elonda of 
variod and brilliant hie lloatad ina sky othorwixe 
intonsoly cloary iu the foreground were the pois, 
picketed in vows, and herds of yak and sheup, while 
hore and there Chin columns of hls smoke stragglod 
upwards fron Cte fits avouned whiell Ghe inet were 
haying theit evening meal The stilhiess was un 
broken save for the gurgling of Cho rushing river and 
the tinkling of the animals’ hells, 


CHAPTER V 
LHAVING OLVILISALION 


On the 8rd of Juno we left Phobrang behind, and with 


"it the last signs of civilisation, 


Ow party now consisted of our own twenty men 
and forty-throo ponies, together with sixty hired 
yaks, fifteen ponies, thirty sheep and about twenty-five 
drivers, The people of Phobrang, morcover, lent us a 
big, savage-looking dog, which accompanied us through- 
out the expedition, Though continually coaxed and 
fod, he never once gavo us a gontle glance or a wag 
of his tail; he waxed immonsely fat, and consequently 
proved quite useloss ay a watch-dog, His main dolight 
lay in sleeping in the full blast of the bitter wind with 
the snow beating against his shaggy body. 

Wo campod that night at Chorkangma (16,950 foot), 
and, as may be imagined, the cold was intense. Tho 
appearance of the country underwont a further change : 
in tho Sind Valley wo had found great, rugged, timber- 
covered vanges; from the Zoji La to Tankso, the wild, 
barren mountains of Baltistan and Ladak; and now we 
wore among bleak, desolate hills of moving shale, the 
groat height of the hills being dwarfed by tho altitude 
of the valleys, 

In front was tho Marsi-mik La, a pass 18,400 feet 
ahove soa-level, covered with snow for nine months 
in the yenr, but with easy gradients on cither side. 
Wo started next morning on the ascent, and for the 
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fivab two or threo hours mado bit little headway, as 
the snow was soft and deep and the ponies flonudored 
badly, ‘The only wey to make any progress was hy 
short, quick rishes whieh proved mast exhausting, 
The sheep shower thomselyes lo he aven worse travellers 
over the soft snow that tie ponies, for whon once 
down or only partly stack, they ade no ellorh to 
free themselves, On the other dame, the mad afforts of + 
the ponies to axtticwte themselves frequently resulted 
in their heemuing even more deaply embedded ie the 
treacherous snow, © 

As wo ascended, clouds came rollins up fron the 
wost, heconing more and more threatoning as wo 
neared the top of the pass finmediately after the 
summit was gained, snow began to fall dvoavily and 
monotonously, util by noon tha direetion of ow 
adyande cork hardly bo distinguished, ‘The snow was 
accompanied hy a hiting sonthewesh wind which froze 
us to ¢he bong, and the lnsé fow nitles of Chik dny's 
Inweh was a miserable ancl paintal erawl over loose, 
sharp, and hall-hidden holders, 

Hargreaves’ ridiug + pony, a big: grey Yarkundi 
animal, whieh he had been leading Haronghont the day, 
callypsed sever) Ghiwes ueiige Che tater pine of dis 
march, and only retadwd just suliciont stmgeth to 
enable il to reach the emnphysgrrotad On careful 
examination, it appeared to he sufleving great pain, 
whilst the tongno was diseolanved: mul the blead: very 
Qerk,  Rhalik soon appenved aie the seene, full of 
importanea, and pronounced the vase to de ong of 
gtusa-poisoniig, Seeing, hewever, that tie pony hard 
hob aver seel a bhide af grass for nanye hours, tis did 
not seem a very probable theory. Nhatik was quite 
confident Chiat he aniinl wank recaver if operued 
on, wid wi ib seemed fo he in gent pain, whieh we 
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had no means of alleviating, ho was allowed to try his 
hand. Tho pony was accordingly thrown, and Khalik 
proceeded to remove a portion of the gristle near the 
nostril, rubbing in salb and some yellow powder and 
sewing up the wound again, In spite of this drastic 
troatmont, and much to the oporator’s surprise, the 
animal dicd very shortly afterwards, 

The snowstorm continued steadily throughout the 
afternoon, converting the camping-ground into a veri- 
table quegmire, As the baggage animals straggled in, 
thoy ewere unloaded and the burdens deposited on 
the ground, only to disappear rapidly under the all- 
enveloping snow, The cold was intense, not so much 
on account of tho 15 degroos of frost registered by 
the thormometer, as from the searching wind which 
tore down tho valley with tremendous force, almost 
sweeping us off our feet. Snow fell at intervals all 
that night, but happily the wind gradually dropped. 

When we roso next morming ‘the country was 
shronded in « thick mist, and the shivoring and hungry 
ponies had gathered round and between our tents, in 
tho hope of finding companionship and warmth. 

A. staré was mado under these miserable conditions, 
but very soon the sun burst through the veil, the clouds 
rolled away, and the gonial warmth rapidly melted the 
snow. Wo steadily descended the farther side of the 
pass, making our way first alongside the nullah and 
altorwards in the river-bed itself, and halted at Pamzal, 
on the Changchenmo’ River. 

On arrival in camp, the ponies were unloaded and 
tied wp, head to tail, for about fifteen minutes to cool. 
They were then turned loose and wandered where they 
pleased in scarch of food; halfan hour hefore dusk 
they would tw their heads homewards, moving faster 

1 Chang-chon-mo (valley leading to the desert). 
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wud faster ax they drew nearer, On arriving ab tho 
canping-gromd, the grain would bo given out aul 
placed in noxehags, five of which wore taken by cach 
men, During thia process of dixtihution, the ponies 
would stand round in a ring, pushing and squealing, 
each one trying bo edge inn Tbe nearer to the grain 
than his neighhows; those in front. -gonernlly the 
sbrongosh «= wore kept back by raps of a stick, while 
those behind, reesiving ue eorrestion, pushed and 
slyngelad all the harder, 

When all was roudy, the pouy-mon picked up their 
Ings togothor mid dispersed, A wild seeno of tumult 
followod, ‘The men shouted for choir own partiontar 
animals; thoy, knowing thoir masters’ voives, jostled 
after thom, noighing, biting and kicking, ‘Then tho 
nosabags world be quickly slipped aver thoir heads, and 
aNtdden culm would ensie not a sound being heard 
bub that of steuly munching, 16 was a xeene that 
wa never Ured off watehing, and when the days cana 
when bho grain filed, we wore almost as disappointed 
as the ponies Lhomsel ves, 

Ab Pamaal there was bit little: gras to he found, 
and (he ponies feds off the dead leaves al the slabs 
whieh grew all along the bands of the rivers the yaks, 
however, were more fastidious, and consequently had 
nothing to eat that day. ‘Pho wood of hese slabs 
burned brilliantly, and it was appresiated all the more 
as wo know ib would he tha dast we shonld see fora 
long while, 

Torning eastwards from Pamzal, wo made our way 
up the valley of the Changeleune —aseending by 
Almost imperceptible degrees to the Lanak La, the 
pus xeprrating: Ladik ane Tibet. ‘The valley: itself 
is brow, wid flaked on either side hy rolling inoue 
(nies il grasenrown mulkths, once celubrated as the 
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haunt of the ovis ammon and the yak. For the 
greater part of tho yoar a west wind tears through tho 
valley with such force that it is woll-nigh impossible to 
make headway against it, Down tho centre an icy 
torrent flows over worn and ever-shifting boulders, the 
rush of water continually forcing tho smaller rocks to 
take up a new position lower down. Tho river was 
also full of ico and snow, whilst here and there snow- 
bridges spanned the rushing water, These causeways 
proved invaluable, as wo were compelled to cross 
tho yiver soveral times, and only in one placo was 
much difficulty experienced. Here the river ran close 
under a precipitous cliff, leaving a bare two-foot 
space between tho rock and tho perpendicular ice-wall 
of the rivor itself; this narrow way was found to be 
too small for tho laden animals to traverse, and con- 
sequently tho protruding vock of the cliff had to be 
knocked off—a proceeding which took s considerable 
time, Fortunately no casualties occurred, owing to 
tho skilful and cnergetic work of the drivers, who 
pullod, pushed, and held up tho animals in the most 
wonderful way, whon a singlo slip would have meant 
the total loss of beast and baggage. 

The climatic conditions prevailing during ow 
passage through the Changchonmo Valley would be 
complotely altered six weeks later; snow, mist and 
biting winds giving place to flowers, luxuriant grass 
and blazing sunshine. 

Kyam, our next halting-place, is situated on an 
extensive plateau, 100 feet or so above the river, 
Numerous streams so irrigate the valley that excellont 
grazing is produced during the summer months, On 
our arrival, however, it was found that the whole 
of the feeding-grounds were still covered with snow, 
and little grass was to be seen. Hot springs bubbled 
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forth fron the momntain a little ta the senth af oe 
camping-pround 5 these were doprepnated with alphiur 
and soda and dissharged a considerable amount of 
wator into the river -the temperature af (he springs 
varied groutly, the hottest registering 128" 1 Tho 
hoas produced appeared to have dnt little effeet on 
tho snrvounding snow, whiels day deop right up to the 
margins of tho springs, Wo devideul to halt a day 
a’ Kyam to enable tho hired transpart, of whieh the 
grontor part was sill on the rend, to avertake us, 
Tho winter had been exceptionally sovera and long, 
and as Che Ladakia make hut litte provision for the 
wants of their animals, Chey wore Chin and weak, and 
only oqual to tight loads anc short marches, 

On the first day of our stay at this place we 
oxporionced the fall benefit, of tho west winds the 
tents stanined ander the howling blast and yalelans 
and voeks had to be phaved on Che pes to prevent 
thom from being tern onto of the gon, and with all 
thin raging harvieane nota eleud wae to lie seat in 
the sky. 

Uargreaves went info any Cont after toa andl found 
that the fowls had tuken pueeession of the bed, (here 
boing great. compoatition for sleeping aeconmadation 
onamy pillow, ‘Pwo, bolder Chan the reat, refused: ab 
firal to give up possession, mil on being ajeeted, erept 
in again uailer the Mies of the tent, Their pore 
vornnes, however, cost Chen thei lives, for they 
Aocovated our dinnertable in the evening, 

Our brave Kashmiris, whe had been hosting of 
the dangers thoy woukt fiee in our servien, ean 
to foal a fittle nervous, new that we were close to 
the froutior, ay to what would happen shoukt wo 
encounter any ‘Tibetans,  Sabhana, the shikari, was 
tho first to show the white feather, He eame Co na in 
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the evening, asking for leave to rotumn to Kashmir; 
not, as ho explained, that ho was afraid of any man, 
but feared that his health would givo way, and he 
was roluctant to he a burdon to as, His request was 
refused, as wo considered that it would bo a bad 
procodont to allow him to go; though, as it happoned, 
it might havo boon bettor for us had wo sont him 
back with sovoral othors of his kidney, for thoy 
eventually proved quite uscless, doing no work and 
cating large quantities of precious provisions. 

Oar halt at Kyam proved disappointing, for only 
.ton animals with twonty maunds of grain camo into 
camp. This grain was washed and sifted, and whon 
dry'was placed in tho ponios' saddle-bags togothor with 
choppod straw. ‘Those saddle-bags aro called taguals, 
and, when filled in this mannor, act as an oxtra pad 
for the animal's back, and provide soveral additional 
foods in caso of emergency, 

By the ovening of the second day only half of the 
hired transport had pub in an appearance, bub wo 
dotorminod, novortholoss, to staré on the morrow, 
leaving a man behind with orders for tho stragglors 
to follow us Lo Axport Tso whore we would await thoir 
arrival for cight days, 

From Kyam a shoré and pleasant march of seven 
milos brought us to Kopsang nullah, Wo wore much 
struck by the varied and brilliant colours of the moun- 
tains, their slopes covered with patches of boortsa, a 
diminutive shrub which only flourishes at high alti- 
tudes, Though this hush rarely oxeceds nino inches in 
height, yet its long Abyous roots afford excellent fuel, 
and so it is always a welcome sight to tho traveller— 
indeed, without it, man would find it very difficult to 
oxist: ab all in this country. 

Soveral fomalo antolopo were seen in the neighbour- 
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ing vavines, bub buels wero sonree, Innumernble hares 
inhabit tho stony hillsides, and afford: bit poor sport 
on recount of their extieme Cameness) their flesh, tag, 
provides very indilforent walings, hedag adotosd Castles, 

Boforo it was light the next day we wore awakened 
by a moanted messenger who had ridden post-haste to 
overtake ua; with the wal considertion shown by 
natives in authority, he had borrowed a pony fram the 
lnst colleetion of huts and had viddea it ta death on 
tho vou. Tle brought two telegrams one anomie. 
ing tho fet thal Hargreaves had won (ho Regimental 
Dorhy Swoop; the other fiom an oftieial who wished to 
ho kopb informed of our movements te request diflenlt 
to comply with, insamuch ws those depended on the 
presonce of water and grass, 

Daring the night ono of eur ponies died, and on 
our arivel in Zavoal anather, also a Yarkanei animal, 
snecumbed, ‘The aymplams displayed i evel ease 
were very similar, Che poor hensts being seized with 
sudden alagpering whilat fovding, Chon tolling over and 
over on tho ground, aud dying within half an hea, 
Tho mortality amang the ponies was probably the 
result of the allitide ab whieh thay were living, and 
indoed, sooing that Chay were bom and Died in Chines 
Porkostu and het never, excapt on the ana oeusion 
whon they crowed the Karvakoram Puss, renched a 
hoight of 2000 fuel, it ix not surprising Chita siden 
change to 07,800 feat above aoelavel should have on 
injurious afeet upon Chen. 

Varly in the morning wo sighted a herd ol five 
Kiang. Twas particularly anxious to obtain a goo 
specimen of this animal, mad it was tlesirable, for two 
reasons, ba gob ib euly in Che journey; in the first 
place, ib would he more likely ta possess a gant coal, 
and in the second place, the skin could be sent hack 
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ut once, thus avoiding the necessity of adding more 
weight to ow already heavy loads, 

By tho simplo oxpodiont of walking very slowly 
and steadily towards them, and thereby arousing their 
curiosity,—a very strong trait in their naturos,—I 
snoceedod in getting within 100 yards, whon a bullot 
from the ‘303 placed just behind tho shoulder, 
dropped ono of thom doad on the spot, ‘Tho kiang 
was wbout five yours of ago, in splendid condition and 
withont a blomish, ‘Tho amount of fat he carricd was 
astontshing, considering the almost entire absence of 
vegetation in the valloy, <A deseription of the kiang 
and his habits will bo found in the Appendix. 

On June 10th we made thirtcon miles—a most miser- 
able march ; a strong west wind was blowing up above, 
whilst an castorly wind, accompanied by snow and hail, 
swopt along the ground, the cold being so intense that 
a halt was called somo three miles short of the intended 
camping-ground, 

On the way, the camp-log—tho big, shaggy beast 
from Phobrang—spied and chased «wolf which was 
following ow: sheop; tho wolf mot the chargo and a 
sharp rough and tumblo onsned, but before we could 
roach tho combatants, tho wolf boat a hasty retroat, 
whilst the dog, though quite unhurt, showed no 
inclination to follow his advorsery, even when we 
olloral to support him. ‘This wolf was a largo, 
upstanding beast of the ved varioby (now changed 
lo a wintor groy), with tho black tip of his tail 
distinctly visible against the snow. 

Guill further diminished in number, the hired 
transport came into camp during the day, two 
of the ponies having died in the night, one stage 
hack; our anxicby was increased on hearing from 
one of our own mon that the owners of six ponies, 
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soon after leaving the last camp, had thrown away 
thot loads and dosorted with tho animals, 'Phis was 
disconcerting intelligences, but ib was obvionsly useloss 
to gond back for these abandoned stores, as wo could 
hardly ust the hired mon woe ati) hud with us, and 
should thoy desert, wo should he ina vory awkward 
fix, ALL that could be dene was bo seo that Uo most 
valuable stores were packed on our own ponies and 
tho conrsor grain on the hived animals, We had loft 
Phobrang, ight days ago, with seventy annimtls, and 
wore now reiuevd lo thirty-six, 

Wo were, however, unable ta convinces ourselves 
oven ab Lhis stage that these men could deliheratoly 
intond to doxort us, and comforted) omrsolyos with tho 
hope that they would all rejoin al Arport ‘Tso within 
a fow days of our arrival, Our own men, mounwhile, 
wore working honestly and well; they did not seom to 
ho ab all disheartoned hy the dreary prospect of snow 
which stretched in an wivaryings white sheet to the 
eastern horizon, or hy the loss of Che reserve supplies 
of food, 

On the following morning. line (1 the tha weathor 
had improved s there was nate a eloud in the aley,. and 
the aun thoroughly warmed heth mm and least uot, 
indeed, before thoy needed it, fora night in the snow 
Wilh 240 dogrees of frost is enough fo cool the west 
wdent spirit. We bveaksfasted, or rather attempted to 
broaklost, ab daybreak, Jittle impression being made 
on the eatables ay everything was frozen hav. 

A four miles! nivel brought ue to the banal La, 
18,000 feeb high ‘The ascent was easy, so the tents 
were pitehod Ghat night but a few feet below the 
smomib of the pass and about seven quiles beyond the 
houndary pillar hetweor Lada ant Cihet, 


CHAPTER VI 
ACROSS WT FRONTIER 


Aoruan cold as registered by the thermometer is in 
itself not often unbearablo, but when accompanied 
by a howling, biting wind, one’s powors of ondurance 
are taxed to the utmost, Such was the wind that 
blow upon us that night on the Lanak La, and, indeed, 
almost overy day for the first month of our journey. 
Tho intensity of the cold was ovidenced by the fact 
thet our ink-pot burst during the night, the spilled 
contents being frozen solid on the outside of the bottle 
hofore tho ink had timo to run down tho side—an 
inauspicions omen of what was in store for us, 

Wo started on our way through desolate scenery, 
without a sign of any vogetation; the road traversed 
three wot, barron plains intorsected by rocky ridgos, 
while all around lay patchos of half-thawed snow. 
Many doe antelope, most of thom with young, wore 
encountered on tho road and near the camp; ib is 
difficult to imagine how they oxist in theso barren 
regions, Wo camped in a side nulleh called Book- 
chang, whore it had beon ow original intention to 
halt for a day, bué the scarcity of fodder compelled ns 
to push on. Snow foll stendily all the afternoon and 
the cold became more intense than ever. 

To add to our misfortunes, trouble arose between 
some of the mon; the Argoons and Kashmiris had 
beon continually quarxelling—cach believing the othor 

Bu 
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to by a villain, dishrasted hint aevordiugly,  Uhis 
ill-fooling culminated at Bookehung: ina reqnosb from 
hoth partios Lo bo allowed to return; we wero obliged, 
howovor, to disemmionance this idea protty strongly, 
much ad wo should have liked Co dispense with the 
sorvicos of several of the men, 

Ram Singh hora loft us fore fow days, as he wished 
to survey a portion of the Akeni Chin or White Desout, 
whieh lios to the north of the Eanak ba, 

Our sheep were rapidly diminishing in iumiers, so 
the following day [determined Go take a conndithout 
way across Lhe spurs in the hope of finding somothing 
to shoot, and accordingly left th earvan whieh was 
to mako its way direct to ony noxt halting-pluwr, 

Within an hour of leaving camp T diseovered a fino 
hord of antelope grazing in the bed of a nallah, bub 
in such a position that it was avident they could nob 
ho reached by stalking, 1 could got no never than 
400 yards, so lying down, waited in the hopo that they 
would food Lowards mo; presently 1 sew a xinall, dark 
abjesb moving au tho ferthar sida al che antalope and 
gradually appronching, With the aid of tho glasses | 
discovered this to bo the head of ny friend Hargreaves, 
whom {had loft with the varnvan, oa he had bron 
xulloring from fever the night before, Tle had aeon 
tho hord from the rand, however, and the sport sman’s 
inatinels oversoming the werkness ef the invalid, had 
starbod ona shud on his own aceon. 

L speedily porenived that he, ten, could peb no 
norver, and that as the Dueks showed ve inelinntion 
to move, U should have dooneke a bakl atteek aero 
the open Adopting Chis course, | got te within 
800 yards bolore ny presences was notieed, ‘The herd 
then became alavmed md took to fieht, bub a foolish 
hall on their part andl a husky slob on ming, resulted 
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in my bringing down a fino beast carrying 24-inch 
horns, ‘Tho cavcaso was strapped across the riding- 
pony, and a start was thon made to rejoin Lhe caravan, 
On arriving at tho placo previously fixed on for om 
cunp, the mon were found wandering about the country 
soarching for water, as the spring hoside which we had 
halted in the previous year was quite dricd up. 

No water being found, the tents wore pitched close 
to two hills, known as Tobomorpo, whence the stronger 
ponics wore despatched to fetch ico and snow from the 
ucighbouring mountains, 

Woe were now encamped on Soomjeling Plain which 
stretches away to the cast for nearly eighty-five miles, 
Tb les ab a hoight of 17,500 feot, hag an avorngo width 
of about’ cight miles and is bounded on tho north and 
south by jagged mountain ranges, the southern covered 
with suow, while the lowlands are dotted with salt and 
frosh wator lakes, 

Within comparatively recont times the entire valley 
formed one vast inland soa, of which the ancient shores 
wo (distinctly visible far up tho mountain - sides ; 
indood, so cloavly axe the old beaches dofined in certain 
puts, the ib appears ab first sight as if tho water had 
only disappeared within the last fow years, whilst in 
many placos the remains of fresh-water molluscs are to 
ho found, With the oxcoption of tho hardy hoortsa 
aud a wiry kind of grass, thore is very little vogotation 
on tho plain, but on the slopes of the hills other grasses 
and various mountain plants are to be found in 
abundance. 

The ved hills of Tobomorpo form prominent land- 
marks in the plain; lines of stones, used by the nomads 
for laying antelope snares, run from them in all diree- 
tions, In September, mon from Tadak, Rundore and 
Rudok meet here for the purpose of barter, onploy- 
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ing thoiv leisnve hows in trapping and killing large 
munbors of antelope Ils, dow: aud young hoing 
slaughtoved indiscriminatoly, ‘The men ablich neoses 
of xbving and twisted hair lo tho stones, spread bhoosn 
or chopped straw over the ground, and then drive all 
tho animals within a radius of ten miler to the xpot, 
whore the unsuspecting beasts fall into the traps and 
are desputelted at leisure, 

Wo halted foy a day on the plain, hut to oar great 
disappointment none of the yaks, and only lon al the 
hired ponies, put in an appeaanes,  Slomuaswepl byer 
the valley ab intorvals, and as Cho Chormomatoy seldom 
rose above froozingspoint, tho snow had Title ehaney of 
thaving, 

Along Soomjoling Plain the caravan moved to the 
sholtored valloy of Kanne, where, though the snow 
continued to full, we ware much Jess Grouliled hy it, 
On tho way. Taaget Teo was psed, a dale of the 
richest blue, with a calm, wneatled xarface and Dany of 
almost solid salt, dagzlingly white, whilst old grasy of a 
rich yellow hedeokedt the hill slopes above, On the north 
and south rove jagged and rounded meuitaing of every 
imaginuble colowy, Cheir ammainits crowned wilh snow, 

Maoh (rouble was caperieneed with Mludik ab the 
conclusion af each day's marvel ows to tha Creatment of 
the ponies; he insisted Chat ib wee the anstom iy 
Ladak and Chinese Turkestur lo Cie up Che ponies 
head to Guilin pairs and Ieee Chem (i for fave hours, 
The osbensiite reason for Chin wes Cade it anubled the 
animals fo eool before fewting, hot in reality the 
arraigenent was fitended to henedit the meat who 
wore able to gel their Cea at once and in contort, We 
pointed ont that the ponies were deprived of twa 
viluable daylight hours for grazing, that they hed to 

''Ceayear galt 
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focd longor ab night in consequence, and thereby 
lost valuable hows of rest. Boing detormined to 
have ow way in this mattor, we insisied on a ton Lo 
fifteon minutes’ halt only, after which tho ponies wore 
cash looxe—wilh tho vesult thal the caravan-ponies 
looked woll, and, considering the length of their 
marches, kept vory fit, Tho point, however, had to 
bo pressed home overy day, so poworful is tho force of 
the Hastern custom, 

On dune 17th we encamped at Chutzai, twelve miles 
front Kamuro, It was a glorious day, but tho fores of 
the wind was so great that ib was found impossible to 
pub up the tents; indeed, it was as much as tho mon 
could do to keep their Coat, 

Wo cneountored bub fow antelope in the day's 
mareh, bub saw some hares and a wolf or two prowling 
aboul, woll out of rango, and large numbers of marmot- 
liko and tail-loss vats, bold and impudont. Of birds, 
the lammergeiows wore fairly numerous, as also was 2 
brown bivd vory like the Mnglish lark, while, whenever 
an animal was shob, the raven was always to be found 
porched on a rock clove by, his beady black eyo gliston- 
ing with anticipatory satisfaction over the coming 
repast, A whito buttorily, and lastly, the common fly, 
comploter tho list of fauna soon hy us—a somowhat 
romarkabls ono considering that they wore found ab 
an ellitude of 17,800 feat, 

A. mile beyond the camp a hob spring of 105° 2. 
was found, and, close by, many pools varying in tem- 
porabure from 70° to 80° Rushes were plentiful, and 
shrimps and fresh-water molluses abounded in the clear, 
crystal water, We were sorely tempted to indulge in 
a bath, but the keen wind was sufficient to cool our 
ablutionary ardour and reconcile us to a state of un- 
cleanliness, 
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The following day wo wore cheered hy bright sun- 
shine, which deprived tho biting wind of much of its 
sling; tho march was Jong and tiring, however, aa tho 
débris from the valleys, curried along by the molting 
snow, has spread across Soomjoting Plain, leaving 
treachorous and hoggy patches hehind in whieh the 
ponies sank to their hooks, We maintained a good 
paco, nevertheless, traversing eighteen miles in tha day 
and arviving before dusk iu time to have tho satisiie 
tion of scoing bofore us in all its honnty our first goal, 


Arport ‘Tso, i 


CHAPTER VIT 
DIVEIGUTTIES AND DANGERS 


Arrorz Tso has an area of about filly squaro miles, 
thosgroatost longth being from north to south; ib is 
irvogular in shape, and tho surfico is broken by four 
rocky islunds, covered with vogotation, It is shallow, 
but unlike many of tho ‘Tibetan lakes, does not appoar 
to bo diminishing in size; the water ab the northorn 
end has a slightly brackish flavour, Thoro is no visible 
outlot for the surplus wator, and though wo travelled 
complotely round it, wero for a timo at a loss to 
undorstand why tho surface neithor rose nor foll; 
Tlargroaves, howovor, subsoquontly discovered that the 
water oxcaped by an underground channel, abou§ one 
march distant to the cash-north-cast, bursting forth 
with grout violence, and forming o river of considorablo 
sizo and sufliciont dopth to provent ponies wading 
through, 

On looking south across the glittoring wators of 
Axport ‘Tao, ono ix at once sbruck by the bold and 
unusual contrast of colour, Tho mountains are composed 
of a coal-black soil, and tho upper half of the rango is 
covered by » pormanont snow-field ; tho black slopes, 
moreover, are soamed by glaciors which descond to the 
lovol of the lake. 

Wo pitched our camp at a charming spot on the 
waster shore of the lake, fairly woll sheltered from 
tho wind, Grass grow abundantly ovorywhere, and 
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antolopo were graving in all the valloys. ‘The anrfieo 
of tho Jako was dotted with bralunini ducks und Ine 
hoaded geexs, and immumoerable larks filled the air with 
thoir joyful song. 

Ab this camp three days wore spent in the hope 
that tho hired yaks which wore on the rond would 
rejoin with their much-needed loadsa of grata, lowe 
and vieos wo were again doomed to disappointuent, 
however, for wo could sea no sign of thom and were 
beginning to fear that thoir owners had deserted, 
although Khalik was quite confident Chit attelt wie 
not the erxo and thet they woul) arrive almost 
immediately, 

Ram Singh joined tho party during the second day, 
having surveyod a considerable stroteh of country to 
the north ; ho had come aerosy a fing, open plain north 
of Chutani, o few miles from our track, with a plontifal 
supply of grass and water, whilst herds af will yaks, 
borhol and entelopo wore xo hyuisitive and tame that 
ib was evident bhoy had no fear of nun, 

During ow short halt most off the time was spont 
in overhauling stores wid in doatoring the pontos, 
Tlargreaves bagged a fow bareheaded goose with tho 
ville, tho gun boing found quite unless us he could nob 
npppronch sufliciontly veut these wily binds, While 
so wandering along the shores of the dake on the 
look-out for a shot, L abnost xlepped ona hak’s nest 
containing three hitehedl eee Tb ix extraortinary 
how the Hedglings oun exist, seeing that thoy are 
hor ab a height of 17,500 foot and exposed to the 
full force of tho bibler windl and driving snow, while 
the thormomoter registers 17 ta 18 clogrees of frost 
evory night, 

On tho Insé day of our halt the weather heeans 
wilder and move thrertening, We agnin repackerd the 
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yakdans and managed by rearrangement to dispense 
with throo of them, hut little was gained by this, as 
one of the ponies died during tho night from tho cold. 
There was no lack of caro, as cach animal had its own 
thick saddlo, a mg, and a jhool.! 

Wo now matured our plans for the immediate 
future, It was arranged that I was to proceed in a 
south-oastorly direction, taking with mo Ram Singh, 
Khalik, one cook, twonty-throo ponics and their drivers, 
and sovon of tho romaining nine mannds of grain, Woe 
were to make a circuit of from thirteen to Lourtcen 
days’ duration, finally halting ob “a small hill on 
Antelope Plain, the farthost point east visited and 
surveyed by Captain Densy. Hargreaves was to 
yomain ab Arport Tso for anothor five days, collect 
and sort the hived transport which wo still hoped would 
mrive, thon work in an cast-north-oastorly divection, 
taking with him the remaining twenty-four ponies and 
thoir drivors, and voaching our rendezvous on Antelope 
Plain by easy stages. Tlis route was marked on tho 
map, while mine could ho easily followed by moans of 
tho plano table and tho proviously fixed peaks, Khalik 
was much opposed to this arrangement, doing all ho 
could to dissnade us from going on, and urging that wo 
should n& least wait for tho grain; had we taken his 
alvico, we should still havo heon rosting by Arpoxt Tso, 

On the following moming—Juno 24th—wo parted 
company amidst much bustle and oxcitemont. Though 
we wors only to bo away for a fortnight, tho mon 
embraced cach other and wopt copiously—indeed, had 
thoy beon going to instant execution thoy could not 
have heon move deoply aflocted, and ab ono time I 
feared that wo should nover got away at all, so pro- 
atrated with grief woro the poor follows, 

1 Thool Tadian horae-rug, 


00, 
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My porly moved due south into the Ar ‘ko 
mountains, and then burned eastwards into we hroad 
grassy valley. The provious yenr Lo odind here seen 
many herds of yok, Urough mainly cows aud calves ; 
ab this season, however, nob one of these boasts was to 
bo seen, though kinng end antelope wore plentiful, 
T shob two of tho latter—-hoth enrrying handsome 
horns of 85 inches, Wo camped on tho hillside 
amidst wild and desolate seonery, finding plenty af 
grass, water and yelling fuel, 

Vo tho cast of Lhe camp was it piss of great altibnde, 
which wo wero Lo cross tho next day, and in order to 
got bo the top before the midday thew set in, ib was 
nocossary Lo vise as soon ay it hogan to gob light, aud 
to alvike camp and pack our loads with 20 degrees 
of frost—-an unenviahle experience, A long pull of 
gight iniles brought us to the stmmil, which was 
found to be 18,550 feet above xee-level, Wo had 
brought with us two good anoroids, cach registering 
up to 24,000 fuel, und up to this time they had 
worked well; on this posy, however, thay behaved in 
tho most aaadis manner, jumplug: ta 21,500 foot and 
22,000 foob respoctively, —'Thoy partially righted 
themsolves hofore our arrival in camp at the ond of 
tho day, bab ib was many month before they worked 
neauraloly again, and when the thoodolite was nat 
available we had to rely upon the hypsometer oer 
hoiling-point thormomoter for all altitudes, 

Vor two marchos wo pushed on in a xouth-ouslorly 
direction, crossing a great pltin, wid passing herds of 
yaks aud antelope on the way. In almoxt avery ravine 
wb loast one oli bull yak was to be xeon pring on the 
shorts grass growing by tho strom, Many carried 
xplondid horny, bub although Too was dosiraus of 
obtaining a ronlly good hen, it war ont of the 
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question, for ab this stago of our jounoy it would have 
hoon madnoss to have burdened the ponios with massive 
horns. Thoir shaggy coal-black bodies stood out dis- 
tinely against the light-coloured soil and rondored 
thom conspicuous objects many miles away, As is 
usually the ease when loast wanted, many wore in 
positions whoro an oasy stall was possible, Ono beauty 
might have hoon shot on tho second day within a fow 
hundred yards of the camp, for while the mon wore 
pitching tho tonts he was discovored, pencofully dozing 
away the afternoon, in a ravine close hy. 

In tho afternoon one of our three remaining fowls 
laid an egg; ib was noithor oval, round, nor of any 
known form, novortholoss it was en ogg, and the arrival 
was announced by many solf-satistied cluckings. A 
search disclosed the precious object reposing on my one 
clean woollon shirt | 

On the morning of Juno 26th wo awoke to find 
about four inches of snow on tho ground and a cloud 
of flakes falling steadily, driven hefore a northerly gale, 
Anything was hottor than staying in our present 
position, so packing up wo made our way in a sonth- 
onstorly divoetion; within an hour the snow coased 
and the clouds rolled away ag if by magic, lowing a 
brilliantly oleav sly. 

Wo wore now in a totally unknown country, bai 
from a study of Doasy’s map I folé prebty confident 
that wo mush be nea a Jako callod Shomen ‘Iso, 
Tuning sharp to the south, we came suddenly upon it, 
The lake is about £00 square miles in arca, the shores 
very hrogulux in outline, with rocky ridges projecting 
from tho onstern and wostorn sides for many milos. 
The water wis intensely salt, so the caravan worked 
along the northern shove in tho hope of finding a fresh 
spring, bub it was nob until late in the afternoon that 

4 
as 
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somo good poold wore discoveral Nour the adge of 
the lake the hed is sandy, and no aninwal fife was to he 
soon oither in or on tho water, On the prasay slopes 
which howd its northem shoves, however, it is vory 
difforont; hero Kinng and antelope abound, while 
gow oy Tibetan gazolle pick their way bimidly about 
tha nulahy, and immonse herds of yaks graze on the 
hillsides, [ix difiendt to believe in tho profusion of 
animal life in this treat of country unless it has netually 
hoon seen; somo of these herds of yaks, for instanced, 
musi have numbered hundreds, while the ¢étal to- 
ho found in thesa valleys woul rim into many 
thousands, 

On olosor inspeotion of ou halting-plaeo, it was: 
found to bo a mass of ico covered with wich soil The 
ive ix of vory anciont formation, for the grass uhove 
grows teh and thick, the voots rmming through two 
feos of loam before reaching the frozen water, Th 
many places tho iee had partially thawed, leaying 
hasing three to fony feet ceop, several of which were 
fill with fresh water, while athors were dry and had 
hean used by wolves ax Jniva nd] ambusendos whoneo 
thay could leap an to the mnanspecting aitelape coming 
down to dvink 5 this was evidenead hy the number 
of wolfsbones lying arena, aad the innnenan eollee 
tien of antelope far mid skulls whieh xtrewed the 
grounl, 

During the night snow fell at intervals, and aa the 
gro was gootl and rich it was decided to remain here 
for ono day in ovder to bring the map up to date, Our 
halt wax prolonged for yet another day, hut Uris time 
the delay was quite unavoidable, Cor on the following 
morning noue ef one own seventeen ponies could be 
found. A aplencdid view was abtaingd gf the surround 
ing vounwy, but no sight of the wandering animals 
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rewarded our oflorts, and the men were consequently 
sont out to track thom, 

As the day wore on tho searchers roturned one by 
one, all with the same report—that there was no sign 
of the ponies anywhere; they might have vanished 
into thin air for all the trace thoy left behind, We 
indulged in many conjectures as to the fate of our 
animals; thoy might have been stolen by chukpas 
(brigands); or the wolves, which had been howling 
vound the camp all night, might have driven them 
away*in a general stampede. In the afternoon the 
situation bogan to look serious; were the ponies 
veally lost, I should not be able to move another step 
forward, and Hargreaves would be waiting for me in 
vain ab our rendezvous, I anxiously scanned the 
hovizon with my glasses, but failed to see anything 
hoyond a dak spot that appeared to be moving miles 
away across the plain, 

When the sun had sot, the largest possible fire was 
lighted with our limited stock of fuel, to-act as a guide 
to the three men who were still absent. At nine o'clock 
a faint shout was heard, and then, to our intonse relief, 
the clatter of the ponies’ hoofs, ag sixteen of the truants 
stumbled over the boulders on their way to the tents, 
Rarely had I heard so welcome a sound | 

It appeared that they had been found in a side 
nullah, about eleven miles from camp, quietly grazing 
among the rocks, and quite indifferent to the anxiety 
which their absence was causing to their owners, The 
men who found thom said that the nullah in which 
they were grazing was a sportsman’s paradise—abound- 
ing in yaks, antelope, goa, burhel and wolves. The 
seventeenth pony was also found the next day, hiding 
amongst some rocks several miles away ; he probably 
thought that he had done enough work and deserved a 
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vesh if wo, hia phar wore ridely diaturhed, for owing 
to the death of one of the hired ponies each individual 
loud was slightly inereased, 

Wo now sQveke dus east towards a likely-looling 
apol in tha ragged range of monntalus, finding an 
oxeallent pass, whieh subseqnently brought us inte a 
growb stony plain, Ram Singh and 1, xecompanied hy 
tho faithful Soon Sivring, climbed an isolated moun 
tain for the purpose of plane-tabling. ‘The ascent was a 
tying one, over loose, sharp limestone chips, bub from 
the top a fing view was obtained of the whole of Shomon 
Tso, lying di ghisy sClness below, 

In the opposite direction, Uho men and: ponies, mere 
specks in the distanee, could bo xeon slowly wending 
their way across nt plain teeming with hords of kiung, 
Many of these miinals, envious as to ony identiby, 
apponchod to within fifty yurds of the ennvan, and 
then wheeling mil tearing madly away, dixapponred i 
olowds of cliat, Se nimierans were these hensla tht 
we christened Uhis flat xtreteh oof vomityy Kiang 
Main” Marther ony het of about forty gazelle wore 
mel wilh, sluking their Uhirst inn tiny streams ol fresh 
walter, and Cheah theie fight was precipitana, ana was 
indueed to aliy to provide a meal for the lumpry men 

On hing 80th mi abtemph was ade fo gob novos 
the mountains which barved oar way to tli nerth-onat, 
hut after climbing many hills and clamboring down 
rg an the opposite side, wo found ourselver vory 
Tite better off than when we started, FE then deter 
Mninud do agen a fofty hill with the abject of seeing 
how the lund day, and from the stmmmit discovered s 
pasange ta (he east whiek promixed well, On my reburn 
to the eramp, | fennd that a visitor had arrived in the 
person of aclampa or ‘Tian nemnl, Tle wax abont 
five feeb in height, and only dad ehul in filthy, blood- 
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stained sheepskin garments; his hair was unkempt 

and matted with dirt and groaso; in his girdle of rope 

was stuck a ridiculous, rusty old sword, —LLis face wore 

a sort of hall-witted oxprossion, and altogother he 

presented a most deplorable spectacle, Frequent bow- 

ing and cringing showed us that his intentions were 
pacific, 

After imbibing much tea, we found out that he 
formed one of a party of five—three men and two 
women; their village was eightecn marches distant, 
“and they had come to this valley to hunt and trap, 
They obtained their living by this means, drying and 
selling the flosh of any animals caught to their village 
people, though up to the present they had had little 
luck with any beasts except kiang, We presented him 
with a little toa, sugar and suétoo,' and so gained the 
furthor information that his party possessed eight yaks 
which they would be willing to lend us for threo 
marches; accordingly, at dusk he left us to collect 
these animals, one of our men going with him, 

At daybreak neither tho champa nor our man had 
returned, so the start was postponed for an hour, The 
country was again deop in snow, and our troubles were 
intonsifiod on discovering that the road five miles 
farther on tured more and more to the south-west; 
secing that this track would be of little benefit to us, 
wo changed our course and made direot for a slight dip 
in tho mountaing to the north, 

On approaching this ascent, a baby antelope crouch- 
ing in the snow was nearly trodden upon; it had 
probably been placed there by its mother, so as to 
escape our notice, Lvery effort was made to effect o 
capture by driving it into a cornor, but though it could 
not have been more than a day old, it suceceded in 


1 Sultoo=ground barley, 
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Ivouking away and making its exenpe, easily ont- 
stripping the ponies over Ue rongh youl Wa 
wabshed ib for whoub aanile, andl it joined its mother, 
whon thoy both sentrriat away oub of sight. 

On gaining the summit, a vast expense of Lrealess, 
barron mountains sbrotehedt before ws, while just below 
was a atvoum which mu apparently straight into the 
mountains, aud fortunately in the desired direction, 

‘Tho baggage animals serambled over the arest with 
(liffeulty, and, sliding and slipping over the half 
thawed snow, finally ceached thy mshing water, + 

Tho vourse of the river was followed for five miles, 
The water gradually heenme deoper and tho passage 
move diffienlb; the mountains slowly closed in apon 
the alxoun, nilil our progresa became nv mere seramblo 
over rouls, with precipitous clifts on oither hand, whilat 
tho iey torvont rushed ant: foamed through tortuous 
passages, vonching with its spray tho surrounding 
houldors, 

Wo were hoping avery moment to debouch dito 
a plein north of Arn Tso, and therefore drove or pushed 
the wnwilling animals over ebstneles which ab any 
other time wonld mest ollvetiully have barred our 
peso. Omehopes ware doomed to disnppointmont, 
for we snddenly fond ourselves on the Drink of a 
fifLeofoot waterfall, whers the strenm, forging its 
way botween previpitous elifa which rosa on oithor 
sida, rendered any iden of a turning mevement out 
of the question Aw we halted above tho fall to 
examine carefully for any possible exit, wo found the 
romaina of tive ponioy, whilst below could be xeon the 
hones of ton others, ‘The skelatons, as far as could be 
judged, appeared to he about eight years old. ‘Tho 
hoofs wore shed with iron shoes similar to Chow used 
in Lidia, aml quite waike those made hy the Tibetan, 
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A. fruitless search was made for straps, buckles, or any 
other article which might help us to arrive ab some 
conclusion ay to whore these animals came from, and 
why they had all diced together in this unknown 
defile, In 1896 Captain Deasy had lost ton animals 
five marches to the south of this placo—a long distance 
for ponies to wander, and again tho numbers did not 
coincide, I brought hack two of the shoes, but no 
further information was obtained which threw any 
light on the tragedy. 

We wore now compelled to retrace our steps for 
a mile, and as night was coming on, halted in a side 
nullah, Water was plentiful, but there was not a 
blade of grass for the ponies nor a boortsa root with 
which to make a fire, Tho tired animals were givon 
a little oxtza grain, while the men had to bo content 
with the vemains of some cooked food which they 
fortunately had with them. The problem of how to 
get out of this awkward position was a somewhat 
disturbing one, and the difficulty was increased by 
our being unable to make out the lie of the country 
owing to the snow which covered the ground, 

The man whom we had left behind in the moming 
rejoined at midday. It appeared that our champa 
friend had not intended to play us false, but had 
taken all the morning to collect his yaks, and found, 
on arriving at the camp, that we had departed some 
hours previously. We had, indeed, seen him from the 
summit of the ridge crossed in the morning, driving 
his eight yaks towards our last camp. 

At daybreak the next day wo set out once more, 
full of hope that the open country would be gained in 
a fow hours, and these hopes scemed likely to be 
fulfilled when, from the ridge just above the camp, we 
caught sight of tho salé lake which lics to the north 
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of Are ‘Tso. A Tine stream, with smooth aud easy 
banks, ran straight dewards if No eerlain were wo 
that wo had found x way oul, Chat we there id: then 
determinal to make we marvel of only ives or fone 
iniles, end thon to give Che ponies te lenge: afternoon's 
veut, 

Alast the scone ehunged rapidly, ‘The going 
beenme wore and worse, and after twa miles the 
rou was completely blovked, movowing tlown toa 
mere gorgo filled with immome boulders, over whieh 
the vivor poured in a foaming torrent, ‘ 

Our plight now seemed worse than aver, and it 
appeared absolutely necessary to retrace ou abops 
along the road hy whieh we had eome, aid then make 
1 detour of many maehes, ‘The thought of thik was 
xo Cisngvownble that wilt was enlled. While Choa 
dolibarmting, ono of the men apied the track of a wild 
yok high up on tho mountainside, ml this iG was 
determined to follow, far where the sek lind gone wo 
might possibly suewerl-~ Uhough hack we lnoawn exactly 
what was in store for ua, Dlauht whether we should 
lave viaked the ponien’ lives, 

An how's tedious climb hyonghit wie a imraw Jedgo 
of loose oil along whieh fine wild: yaks lat recently 
pissed s they had shown ti only possible route for 
man or henal ‘The tek wandered in andl out of 
nulliha, up mad dawn previpitous  ¢lillk, and over 
slippory ledges af rock and jiggged apr xome of the 
placos wore xo xteop Unb snow vould net die, 

As wo mado amr way slowly forward, snow fell 
steadily, accompanied hy a bitter wind; but on exor- 
tiona kopt ux warm, for avery few yards wo had to 
unload the ponios, pull aml push Chem along places, 
the like of whieh they had never seen before, Then 
tho Jods were voplueed and the animals dviven on 
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again for a few dozon yards, only for the process to 
ho repeated, over and over aguin. 

Wo wero, however, twwoured by luck ; for, inevedible 
ag it may seom, threo ponies Lell from 100 to 200 foot 
and yot sustained practically no injury; the accidents 
all oesurred at the same place, a shelving snow-clad 
vidgo, the ponios rolling over and over down the slope 
till thoir progvoss was fortunately arrosted hy a 
projecting rook, Ilero they Iny kicking, with tho 
breath knocked out of thoir bodies but with no bones 
broken. The mon clambered down aftor them, and 
managed with a little potting and coaxing to got 
thom on thoir foot again, 

‘The only loads actually lost wore fortunately those 
which could most readily bo spared, such as moat, ote., 
but some of tho hardex goods wore much damaged, 

Thanks to the untiring offorts of tho drivers, the 
whole caravan debouchod into the plain at 5 pm, 
having taken somo nine hours to cover a distanco 
of throo milos, It was, howovor, x most wolcomo spot, 
All around was an abundance of rich grass, and, 
to componsato for tho loss of our mont, there stood 
on tho camping-ground a fino antelope, waiting to be 
shot in tho moat obliging mannor; in addition, a brace 
of chikor and a hare wore bagged, so that more was 
gained than lost in the way of food. 

‘Troublos were soon forgotten around the camp-fires, 
and at an carly hour all turned in to rest, for hardy 
ng tho mon wore, they were exhausted by tho fatigues 
of the day, 


GHAPTIER VUlt 
TO ANTELOPE PLAIN 


Durina the night anow foll to the dept of four iiches, 
aftoctually provonting the ponies fram grazing, so tho 
smmp was moved to the shores of w small frash-wator 
luke north of Menu Ghhake!  Memar Chhola was 
found to ho intensely hitter and ohyieusly rapidly 
shrinking in size, ‘The surrounding land for a distance 
of three ox fore miles in almost fal and covered wilh 
vich grass. 

Tho dixtries wo were uhout to entor differed very 
considerably from that jush left; mighty mownitrins 
with previpitous sides gave place Lo rolling downs, and 
fystoad oof roading rivers, slowly moving sbrouns 
tricklod down the gently sloping valleys; the soil 
seamed poorer andl the vegelation imorea seanty, but 
the Tandsuapo was jit as troolws as aver, 

During Ue next night the ponies again strayed, 
and tho sun was high in the heavens hefore choy wore 
recovered, — 1 appawred nseless to habble them, as they 
xoomel to travel as well on three legs as on four, 
and in over to prevent a reetrence of Wiis annoying 
doluy, a “grazing guard" was oxtublished from this 
day. ‘Throo men were sent ont with the ponies 
ovory night, baking their bedding with them: on 
arriving at the grazing-grownd, two world (ue in to 


TOG hhaka” bt the Tieton name for ange water whieh [amd rhikable, 
whether from salt, aad or niy other ene, 
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sloop, whilo tho third kept watch over tho animals’ 
movomonts. ‘The sentry was changed ovory two hours 
until morning, when the ponios would be drivon bauk 
to camp, Novov again did they give any trouble by 
stvaying, 

A. viver of somo considerahlo size ran into tho 
northern ond of Memar Chhaka, and this tho caravan 
was obliged to cross, JIad an onrly start boon made, 
wo could have crosged on the ico, or, at any rate, we 
should havo found the boggy banks frozen hard, but 
us ib was, a most unploasant couple of hours was ox- 
porioncod, ‘Cho tomporature of the water was woll 
below freezing-point, and tho rush of the stream 
intensified the cold. Tho animals had tho greatost 
dificulty in fording tho river, and it was only by 
tho combined efforts of four or five mon, pulling, 
pushing and urging on with shouts and blows cach 
floundering pony that thoy got on ab all, Had thoy 
boen allowed to pause for a moment, thoy would 
have sunk into the quicksands past all recovery; 
indeed, ono poor boast had to bo bodily hauled over, 
as ho was sulforing from a sprained shouldex, the result 
of y fall down tho hillside two days bofore, All tho 
bogenge had to he curried over by hand, cach load 
requiring throo men on account of tho treachorous 
nature of the soil Our lowor limbs wore numbod 
with tho cold, and much vigorous rubbing was neoded 
bofore the circulation was re-established. 

Whon the river was crossod and all wero oneo 
more on the move, we made straight for a nullah 
lying dond ahoad. Some littl way up this valley 
two nomads, man and wifo,'were found in chargo of 
a herd of sheep, They wore both young, of pleasing 
appearance, and apparently of a superior type to the 
man mot a wook before; the woman had a clean faco, 


G0 THE GREAT PLATBRAU 


and wore her heir artistiedly plaited round her 
shoulders, Thoir garments, however, were matted 
with dirt and grease, and when we saw tieir lent, 
consisting moroly of thin rugs kepb in posttion hy two 
alicks, abring and stones, we realised with feolings af 
repulsion how exceedingly filthy are the habitx af 
these nomads, Over the surrounding ground and on 
tho floor of the tent itself wore strewn pieces of flesh, 
hones and the decomposing entraila of slaughtered 
animals, ‘Choy wore living exelusively on the flesh of 
wild boasts, large quantitios of dried Kiang ment being 
piled up on the oor of tho tent, 

The weapon with which the game had heen 
slaughtered was produced, 1b was a rough iron lhe, 
fibtod into a still rougher butt of woods from the 
muzalo dangled an iron prong, used ax a rest when 
the woapon was fired, This hazardous opovation was 
accomplished by iguiting tho course powder with ae 
slow matoh, ‘The whole apparatus was smeared with 
Mood and filth, 

Thexs people told wi that they haut ven ab this 
apob (walled Pallo Letok) for four er five dayx, await. 
ing the asvival of some gold-liggins fron Linan, bo 
whom they appeared to vet net only as Timbers ut 
alo as man and maid of all work, 

The oll gollediggings almost cover the whole 
villoy, and well repay the ldboar expended upon thom, 
ay the district is doubtless very rich i this metal, 
Our new acquadbianices declared that those diggings 
had been mide in the previous yeur, but all atbempts 
io ascortain the amount of gold extracted wore fruitless, 
hoth the man and the woman being reticent on the 
point, though an all ather subjects thay: converand 
freoly, ‘Thoy told as that men wer already: at work 
iu tho neighbouring ravines, Asx the pony with the 
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stvained shoulder was in considerablo pain and would 
not bo fit for work for somo time, ho was presented to 
theso pooplo, a gift obviously much appreciated. 

No halt was made here, and late in the afternoon 
w good oumping-ground was reached on tho far side of 
tho rango. A. fine lake wag seon two miles to tho cast, 
but mounds of some white minoral, piled up along the 
banks, almost cortainly indicated that tho water was 
andvinkeblo, Although this was tho 5th of July, the 
Jako was frozen from ond to ond. 

Tho ponies wore so much exhausted that they had 
sumo little difficulty in rorching tho camping-ground, 
so ib was Cocidod to take a day's rest in order to allow 
thom to rocover thoir strength, 

On tho following morning I mado my way to the 
shores of tho lake, and found, ay oxpocted, that 
‘tho wator was quite undrinkable; all around rose a 
solid vicdlgo of salt-ceposit, three ta four foot high 
and from thirty to forty foot wide. No vogotation 
grow within 500 yards of the shores, whilo to 
the north w herren plain stretched away for many 
miles Tho lake is aboub twenty square miles in 
ue, and appoas to bo quite unknown, nob only 
to geographors, but, if thoy are to be bolioved, 
to the nomads also, Wo guvoe it the namo of Goro 
‘so, altor tho lato Survoyor-Gonoral of India, Colonel 
St. G. Gore, 

Ono march to tho north of tho lake is a mighty 
mass of vock aud snow, w conspicuous loudmark visible 
for somo hundred milos in all directions, This had 
been previously triangulatod by Cuptain Deasy, and as 
it will he voforred to on sovoral subsequent ocensions, 
we named it the “Deasy Group.” 

On reburning to camp a small herd of antelope was 
soon grazing on tho hillside, and as the camp was out 
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of moat 1 determined to aoe if EF cond net xeen 

ono of them for tho pot. A aneressful stall: brought 
mo lo within 100 yards of the buek whieh T had 
piekod out. ‘The animal was lying down, mid dil not 
appear to notice mo ax UL peared round a rock, and T 
deciled, therefore, to wait undil he moved in order 
to gob w clear shob, Ife showed no inclination to do 
this, howevoy, so after a ton minntes’ wait, mattors 
wore brought to a erisia hy my openly showing myself, 
Ifo jumped up and stood facing mo; T quickly drew a 
Head on his shoulder and was just pulling the trigger, 
when another buck appoered over the ridge, staiding 
long with stately step. A glance showerl that tho 
now-conior possessed a much finer pair of home thun 
the ono I was covering, xo the sight was transforrad 
without w moment's loss of time, ‘The sharp ernek of 
tho vile rng out, bub the buek remained porfeotly 
indifferent, calmly contemplating the keene; but oa 
moment was apont in relouting, yet in that dime I 
roulisud what a magnifiveent animal ib was that stood 
before mo. ‘This Gime nie anishuke wis neule, anda 
Iullot behind the shoulder killed him on the xpot 
On measuring his hor, they were found ta ho 
w74 inches from ip to dase, within alf an inch 
of the record xeenved many years ago. L ensried the 
herd proudly buckle to emp, and laid it before my 
door; aven the phiegmutis metives wore moved to 
enthusiasm by the sight, for as ib lay ¢here the horns 
suomed to he numy inches longer thin any previously 
xeon ar obtained, 

After the day's rest tho ponies travelled well, 
To lighten the leads of the baggage animale, the 
niding-ponies were given their shave of the brrdens, 
and from now onwards we were unable ourselves lo 
vido ut all, 
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A fvosh valloy was ontored, but it was soon found 
that tho farthor wo advanced the scantior became the 
vogetation, and so a halt was called in a sheltored 
vaving whore a little grazing was still to be found. 
‘The country was swarming with a small marmot-like 
rat, and to pass away tho time wo dug up a couple, 
When held in the hand or placed on the table, they 
showed not the slightest sign of fear, and evon when 
put on the ground made no attempt to cscape. Thoy 
wore placed in a box lined with grass, but although 
they seemed to food well, one died in the night, and as 
the other appearod to mopo for his little companion, 
wo turned him loose, Ie would not rm away and 
was thorefore placed in a burrow, where ho uo doubt 
soon forgot his shorb oxperionco of mankind and con- 
densec milk, 

A sharp turn Lo tho north brought us to a deserted 
gold-ficld, where thousands of pits stretched northwards 
for two or throo miles, The valley was now still and 
silont, bub quite recently it must havo boon alive with 
gold-seokers, for the wator-runs and dams wore quite 
distinct anc sharply defined, ‘he oxcavations had 
boop only carried to a dopth of from six to eight Loot, 

From this intoresting place we doscended into a 
groat stony plain, bounded on the west by a steop and 
rocky range, while to tho north the mighty Doasy 
Group apparently shut us off from the spot appointed 
ax tho rendezvous with Hargroaves and the rest of 
tho party, Tho thin atmosphoro and the immense 
oxtonb of tho landscapo mado it vory difficult to 
estimate the distance, and it was not till the second 
day that wo reached the lower slopes of the range, 
Our course was directo towards the most likely-looking 
valley, which lay slightly to the cast of the point where 
tho snow-field apparontly onded. 
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After much elimbhing, a aun in the path dixclosed 
the wiwelcomo fact tliat we wore ones moro in a 
voritablo tap, for bho desolate snow-liold booked all 
advanes Lo the north, stretching away on either hand 
for milex, whilst a mighty glacier complotely cloxod 
the head of the valley. 

During bho lawl fow hours of the merely the ponios 
had beon straggling badly, several showing signs of 
giving in allogother, Ax it was evident that thre or 
four of thom could go bub littl further, wo hulled 
hy tho stream which flowed from the glacior’s mouth, 
This was a risky proceeding for nob a blade of grass 
was visible, Int thers was nothing also to be done 
The last hag of precious chopped straw was religtantly 
openod and given to tho aninala, ‘The grain had como 
to an ond somo days provionsly, but the straw onabled 
each beast to partially Hl hia emply stomach, and ib 
was hoped that this, combined with seme hours’ reel, 
would vendor theme capable of wv further onward moves 
mont, ‘Phe ontlook was, hawever, gloomy sno grass, no 
frel aud ne ment, Che animals weak mel tired, ante 
visible mony of got ting out of on evition) position, 

Aftor ten, bhak king of drinks” toon Chek yan, 
tho freshest momhers of the purty climbed. the apres 
whish Iny to the east, in the haps of finding some 
means of exeape from ome preearion position. Another 
plain was then dixeovered, from the northern part of 
which mmeny ravines apparently ent their way through 
the Deasy Croup. On retarning to enmp, we camo 
unanimously ta the conelusion Uieb one of tte ravines 
might lead Uuongh the mountains to Antelope Plain, 
which placo it was neeemry for ut to roach in one 
march, as the majority of the animals woud sneeumb 
if they went for another twenty four hows without 
good Loud, 
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It was with anxious hearts that we starled on our 
way the noxt day. Jixploring is nevor an unmixod 
pleasure, and woro all days to be like the one upon 
which wo wore ontoring but littl would be dono, 
Ram Singh and T started ahoad of the caravan, The 
road crossed tho spur, and for tho fivst throo miles ran 
along tho odgo of tho plain, into which numorous spurs 
descended from the north. ‘Tho valloys were scarched 
in vain for a possiblo outlet; all wore blocked by the 
samo apparently interminable snow-feld, 

Tho thought of the dosporate plight of our animals, 
however, incited us to frosh efforts, and after climbing 
another rugged spur a ravine was found which scomed 
to promiso woll, though boulders, half-frozen slopes of 
snow, ond troachorous slides mado it anything but an 
ideal track, Novortheloss, our only means of oscapo 
lay apparontly in this direction, and wo felts that 
nothing should stop us now. Our spirits rose with o 
bound—there would be just ono sharp struggle, a rest 
on the top, and thon an easy drop into Antolopo Plain, 
probably right into Ifargroaves' camp, there to find 
plenty of food, grass and sholtex, ‘Tho nearer wo got 
to the. top, the fastor we scrambled, and the moro the 
animals wore urged forward by the willing, eager men 
—ono moro effort and our troubles would be at an end, 

All our hopos wore soon dashod to the ground, 
as a soa of mountains strotched to tho front, completely 
blocking any direct lorward movemont, This scomed 
inexplicable, for our mapping could not be very far 
wrong, and the goal was cortainly not ton miles distant. 
Lamontations wore useless: there were the mountains, 
and somo oxit had to bo found. We decided to climb 
some height from which an unintomupted view of the 
surrounding country could be obtained, and, for this 
purpose, fixed on a hill which lay to tho east. It was 
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sleep, cortainly, hits slope af snow in perfeet condition 
for climbing helped ns on one way, and ut hour's stoady 
work brought us to Ue top. We stood upon a pinnacle 
neatly 20,000 [rob above sea-level, withont a cloud in 
the sky or a mountain to impede our view in all dies. 
tious, This, however, wax ne lime for revelling in 
panoramic displays, and, aftor seueling the angeronnl« 
ing country with our ghisses, a low-lying pass was 
diseoversd about two quiles distant, whieh, (hough 
rough and covered with drift snow, led into a river. 
bed and openod oul into Antelope Plain, glimpses of 
whieh could be obtained in the distances,  Soonan 
Sitting, whe had accompeniet us aid had beon 
qurtying the plane table, was sent back with minute 
direutions lo the carvan as to the eaursea whieh was 
to bo Lollowad, whilst wo tamed on attention to the 
glorious panorane which Tay before our eyes, "Lo the 
north, distant about fifty miles, were thea mighty Kuan 
Tum Momnitaina, an endless wall of glittering snow 
and ico, sbrotehing to the ent and west us fue as the 
eyo could veaeh slo the enst and north-onsh lays a 
groab plaiy, broken hy small ranges, knolly, and doop 
bine lakes; to the sont, reso range beyond range of 
hold, show-expped peaks, with flat and apparently barren 
pluing betwoon; to Che west and: clogs at hind waa 
the snowelield, abuost blinding in its whitonoss, 

Ii was a quarvellons and imesh impressive sight, 
wad vendoved all the more leadtiftl hy the cloudless 
xky and the wonderfily clea atmesphore, lar avay 
to tho north-enst, about 200 miles distant, ens peak 
of the Kuan Lian vnge could he distinguished, por 
foctly regular in outline and o'erlopping the rest by 
many linndeeds of feat, an immense cone of snow; 
wo were wifortunately unable to fix this peak, and 
were never ina position to see ih again, 
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Our ohsorvations wore necessarily brief, as time 
was pressing and wo had to push on. A. toboggan 
down the snow-slope, with tho khud aticks botwoon 
our legs, soon brought us to tho bottom; it was an 
invigorating and delightful doscent, if somewhat 
hurried, 

Tho caravan was ovorluken in tho pass, and the 
ponies found struggling through deep, soft snow, which 
concealed hogey ground and sharp boulders. After 
two hours of fatiguing bravolling over ground of this 
nature, the main river-bed was ontored, along which 
the ponios wore urged, as the complote absonce of grass 
prevented us from indulging in any byicf halts. 

The weary animals now formed a long, straggling 
line, one man to every two; and in this manner the 
poor beasts wore urged on milo after mile. 

At duak we entered Antelopo Plain, and still thera 
was no grass. for an hour moro, and as long as any 
light vomained, the search was continued, until at 
longth our offorts wore partially rewarded by tho dis- 
covery of « patch of withored grass, a little fuel, and a 
running stron, 

Wo wore all dead tired, but not a moment was lost; 
tho londs were taken off and tho tonts orected. Tho 
really oxeollont qualities of our mon were now dis- 
played, for though they had heen thirteen hours on the 
road, tramping over deep and rocky ground, climbing 
ridges, roplacing fallen loads, driving and assisting weary 
ponies, yot on wrival in camp thoy wero as cheorful 
as could bo; not a grumble was hoard, though thore 
was amplo cause for it, as thoy had practically no fire 
or food, and three of them had to pick up their blankets 
at once and spend the night with the ponies. 

Soonam ‘Tilney, with tho two weakost ponies, 
was still on the road. very effort was mado to 
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guide him to camp by shouting an firing shots, but 
without anecosss this plucky mmm did nab tian ap 
until bho following day, refusing to leave: his charges, 
aud sponding the night on the veal without fond) ox 
rugs, Ono of Ute ponies was too werk to extiente 
himaolf from e snawerift into whielt he lal fallen, and 
the othor also died soo after arvivel, 

Though wo hardly expected Co tind Thuygreaves tu 
thab Lime of the night, a sharp look-out was kept for 
his eumpetives, bub without success, 


CILAPTER 1X 
TRRASURE TROVE 


Noritinc was to be scon of Tlargreaves or his camp on 
the following morning, so all tho mon, with tho oxcop- 
tion of the cook, wore despatched on scouting duty, 

Ab about eloven o’clouk two mon and & pony wore 
scon in the for distance, slowly approaching the camp ; 
ono of our scouts mot thom, and, with tho aid of our 
glasses, wo saw thom sheke hands; an hour lator the 
parly arrived in camp. ‘They proved to be Umar 
Sheik and Num (ol, with Wargreaves’ riding-pony, 

‘Mhoiy first proceiing was to throw thomsolves on 
tho ground and burst into tears, a somewhat disconcort- 
ing menwuvre ; no tiformation could bo dragged from 
them for some minntes, but ab last, altor much fum- 
bling in thoir innor pockols, thoy produced a lottor in 
Tlargroavos’ fumiliar handwriting, ‘This was a xoliof, 
fox J was beginning to Coax that something sorious had 
happoned to my friend, but the nows tho lotber con- 
tainod was bad enough. 

Two days aftor we had parted company at Arport 
Tso, ho had boon ovortaken by a blizzard which lasted 
move or loss for four days; eighteen of our own twonly- 
four ponies and tavo of the four hired ones had suc- 
cumbed to stervation and cold; no storos of grain 
arrived, for the yal-dvivors, throwing everything away, 
including all the vivo and most of tho flour, had 
desextod en masse, Rowlising that my dotached party 
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would have no foot supplies left, Hargrenves loaded up 
the remaining eight ponies and nuda every effort to 
roach me. Short marches only could he aceomplixhed, 
and after voashing camp the ponies were xent Inek to 
bring wp farther supplies, This work proved xo hewvy, 
thaé two more ponies died hy the wayside, leaving 
six onfeabled animals only with which to make a 
auproma ollort. Sixty miles short of the proarrangod 
mooting-placo the pour henals tinally: broke down, and 
a halt had to bo ened, Two of the men with the two 
atvongerl ponies (ane of whieh died on the ren) wore 
then sont forward by Hargreaves, in the hope of finding 
and bringing we hack, ux his party was incapable of 
further movenmart forwards or backwards, 

This was indecd a knock-down blow! AdD dens 
of proconding euxtavards fer two or threw hundred 
miles had to be nlundened ab anes, for, at all costs, 
Uargroaves had to be rejained; Chis accomplished, wo 
should have to strike senthwards in the hape af meet 
ing ‘Tibetans from whom help aight dw alitained. 
It was a bidber disappeintiaent, bit Chere wast ne alters 
native balare iw) 

Ax we understood that. Cargrenves and his party 
had a aidiciont supply of stoves for Cheir present needs, 
} dotormined Co leave: Chem where trey were for the 
time being and explore ino an eashely direction 
vinky provewding, ne doubt, hat one that appealed 
strongly (ome, as wee hat reached Che inesxt enstorly 
point whieh Deny had previcnsly surveyed. Orders 
wore consequently given that the ponies should be got 
ready for two foro marches te the east, and [made 
up my mind that in these two daya we would map all 
the neighbouring district, 

But even this amount af satistietion waa denied 
ino, for the men mune ina body ta omy tent and 
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bogged that 1 would not proccod in that diroction, as 
thoy said, porhaps with justice, that tho risks would ho 
too groat; thoy pointed owt that only ono day's rations 
romnained and that wo had no meat at all This plan 
of mino had, therefore, to he reluctantly abandoned, 

Tho faithful Ram Singh came to my assistance at 
this point; he and Soonam Sirring had both boon with 
Captain Doasy whon he crossed the Kuan Luan range 
from Chinese Vurkestan into Tibet in 1900; ib had 
hoon intended bo traverse ‘Tibet, finishing the expedition 
in Burma, but sickness had attacked the men when 
they reached Yoshil Kul, and the expedition conse- 
quently xotumed to Lich. Before thoy loft Yeshil Kul, 
however, Doasy had buried many maunids of stores and 
supplics ina hiding-placo marked by caims of stones. 
Now Hargronvos was oncamped on the banks of Yoshil 
Kul, and both Ram Singh and Soonam Siming know 
the whoreabouts of this hiddon supply—if we could 
only find if, the grain could be used to strengthen tho 
starving ponies, and wo could set onp afresh with re- 
nowetl onorgy. Wo dotermined, thoreforo, to leave tho 
tents and ovorything which wo could possibly do 
without for tho prosont, and yroturn to Iargroavos 
with all tho available ponies. 

This would bo no onsy task, on account of the 
shortness of rations; tho mon had only onough flour 
for ono day, and my own foodstuffs wore reduced to tea, 
potatocs aud tobacco, A. halt here, however, would 
havo hoon worse than useless, so on July 12th wo piled 
up all tho surplus goods inside ono of the tents (all 
threo of which were loft standing), and sot out for 
Yoshil Kul, 

On tho first day wo covered sixtcen miles, and on 
the sccond twonty ; almost more than we could do, for 
walking ab an altitude of 17,000 feet takes moxe out of 
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ono than any exereixe 1 knew of, To male matters 
worso, no fresh water vould he found and the snpply of 
rations gave ont. Meat lid te be abtained somehow, 
but fortunately e long search was tuimevessnry, for lato 
in tho afternoon, diving av temporary halt, tho tell-tale 
horns of an antelope were seen projecting aliove a built 
of grass nol 200 yards awiy. 

Shooting for sport is a very different matter from 
shooting for fool, when eager and hungry mon are 
dopondent on the aceurney of the shot, and in’ such 
cireumslances tho stall: hoeomes almost a paintul affair, 
Not a word was xpoken 5 I drow nearer and nearer, and 
whon wboub eighty yards distant Che antelope slowly 
gob upon his logs and stvotehed himself, ax if waiting 
for the shot; with a slow and carofad) aim 1 fired, and 
tho beast dropped. Seareely hid the vapor of the 
rifle diod away before a second antelopo rose from a 
hollow just boyout, and xnffered the same fate, Both 
wore xlone dead, but the ceremony of he/Lalling (thyont- 
outing) was porformed nevertheless, Che Midomedans 
squocaing a few drops of blood from the wound, 

Noor Yoshil Kul a lat was made, but Che abaeuce 
of fresh water compolled us to digg ine the dry raving 
ee moasure whieh met with some xuecess, for we Game 
upon a triekle of water fone foot lelow the aunties, 
onongh to sntisly our immediate wants, 

Wo were unable, however, to lois the bivied 
tronanre, although hoth Ram Singh and Soon 
Sirving deelaved it must he elese at aad. Tho 
animals wore unloaded ab four o'eloek in the after 
noon, bub Soon Sivrhyg voltuteered to continue 
the search, and started off alone, duking my glasses 
with him. Night emne on, and ne sign of lin volun ; 
no ono turned in, for all wore anxiowdy awaiting the 
result of the seavel; at cloven o'clock he snddenly 
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appeared in our midst, carrying on his hack a hag 
which containod flow unearthed from tho buricd store, 
Ho had found the spol, uncovered a fow things, and 
brought hack some of the flour to show that it was 
still in goad condition. 

All wove naturally much elated at this nows; but 
Soonam, who had travelled thirty-four miles in the day 
without food, complotely collapsed from fatigue, 

Early the noxt morning we quickly covered tho 
soven miles separating us from the depdt, which was 
situated in tho contre of a small knoll, about three 
feot below the surface, ‘The wholo party promptly set 
to work to remove the upper layer of carth, which had 
become as hard as the surrounding ground sinco it had 
beon replaced threo yours bofore; some dug with sharp 
stones, while others pulled at tho loosoned soil with 
their hands, Tirst wo enmo upon a rotten, wot 
tarpaulin; undernoath this three yakdans and many 
bulging waterproof bags were disclosod, and bolow 
those again othor bags made of uativo cloth, and filled 
with Indian corn, ‘he canvas itsoll had rotted, but the 
wator, which had ponotrated tho sides of tho knoll, 
had gooked through the grain for a depth of two or 
threo inches, causing tho corn to swol] up in such a 
mannor as to form an imponotyable cako, all tho contral 
portion of tho grain romaining in a good state of 
prosorvation. 

Our firsh thought was to roliove tho famished 
ponios, Each was givon a bowl full of grain gathered 
(vom, the cleanost and froshost-looking sacks; hut, to 
our dismay, not ono of tho Ladaki ponies would touch 
it, although thoy must have beon suffering considerably 
from the pangs of hunger—the Yarkandi animals, on 
the other hand, devoted themselves to the repast with 
evident signs of pleasure. 
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Meanwhile two of he waterproof! bes, when taken 
out and oponod, wore found fo contain flour and ries 
jn oxeollont condition, ‘The tle was anixed with 
water and made inte aw paste, af whieh all partook, 
for wo had had nothing Int meat for forty + eighb 
hours. 

One thoughts now timed to Ehirgrenves, who was 
anppoxedl lo he enenmpedl about ben miles way, on the 
southern shore of Yeshil Kink Six af the strongest 
ponies wore saddled rout sent, with three qnen, lo his 
roliof, Asx soon as thig party duel gone, wo further 
oxaminad our treasnre trove, mud quickly discovered 
other precious stores, What we valued perliaps mora 
than anything alse were two hoaxes of horse and pony 
shoos and a plontital supply of mils; they wera ninel 
rusted, corkainly, bub were worth ta us inere Chin thoiy 
woigh in gold, Closely parked between the sucks 
wore sunlerl cases of BO enetridges, of whieh a goodly 
nunthor were appropriated, 

The yakdans wore slvouning wet and jwullocked, 
Dub the skaples, cata threagh with rust, gave way ab 
tho Tons presatra, ‘he contents, thay: mentey and 
wot, proved fa how envefilly packet ealleetion of thane 
various ocd ancl ends whieh act kennels to Che vanifort 
of the traveller, 


CHAPTER X 
REJOINING ITARGREAVES 


Rutreven in mind and refreshed in body, wo tumed in 
early to rest that evening. The night was still and 
cold, bub as we had been ateadily desconding since 
leaving Antelope Plain, it was found not at all un- 
pleasant to sleop without tonts in the open air. 

About threo o'clock in tho afternoon of the noxt 
dlay—duly 14th — TIargroavey’ caravan was seen 
approaching, In front walked Targreaves himself, 
leating his pony; following him wore ton ponies, 
slowly dragging thomsclves along ; only the six animals 
which wo had despatched the day before wore carrying 
loala; tho othors—the solo survivors of thoso loft at 
Axport Txo-—Avore too weak to support anything but 
thoir saddles, Indeed, thoy wore so omaciated and 
foohlo that only with tho greatest difficulty could 
they reach ow camp, 

All was now bustle and excitement, Everybody 
began to twlk ab once, cach asking questions of tho 
other and no ono waiting for an answor; presently 
tho ploasod and happy mon divided into little groups, 
cach hobnobbing with his particular chum, 

Tlargroaves looked worn and considorably thinner 
than when we had parted at Axport Tso, which was 
scmecly to bo wondored et considering all tho worries 
he had gono through. I cannot do bettor than give 
his story in his own words, 
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On the day you Jefb me,” he said, “FS sbayed in 
camp, waiting for Uno arrival of tho yaks with the 
grain, ‘The day was fino, but nevertheless two ponios 
diad in the evening, ‘The following day [spent in 
shooting in the hills, and was miueh dixguated to find, 
on my votre Co vamp, that there waa still no sign af 
the oxpocted grain, Nexb morning J sent duel: two 
mounted mon bo seo if thay could discover any trace 
of the missing men anc animals; heavy banks of cloud 
rolled up during the day wid hung overhead, whilat a 
styong wind sprang up, gradually inereasing to a gale, 
Our apirils worse farbhor depressed hy the death of 
another pony. When T avoke on tho 26th inst, tae 
inches of snow lay on the ground, and rownd my tont 
ib had drifted into a vogular hank; twe more ponies 
alaggorel to tho tent and died, 

Tt was a most dismal seones around were tho 
dead bodies of tho ponies, swarms of blak ravens 
fensting of their carcasos, while the surviving eninuds 
stool with downeasl heuly, shivering nem tho bent. 
Tivo more days wont hy, and still there were no xigys 
of the grain, abla or ries, wid, as the snow continued 
to full, the diflieulky of advancing: or rotiriug visihly 
inovoeaed, ‘Tho men, however, kept ehawrfal, all lat 
® Kashmiri and oa Yarkundi who had hun siek for 
some time; ao T gave bese twee eouple of ponios 
an a supply of food, aid sent them Ine fo Tidak! 

Tho snow continmed to full more heavily dan 
evor, until ib Jay three feet deep, ant being unable 
to alund this condition of ailnira nny longer, I 
ativtod on the rout te Antelope Plains wo tool an 
much baggage as wo vould enery, and oon the 
following day sent the animals Inek for fresh lowds, 


1 Both pontea diod on the read, bat the mon got safely: back to their 
hones, 
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Wo travollod thus for two marches, Whon noaring 
the ond of the socond march [ happened to look 
back, and sew the ravens hopping round and 
following two of tho straggling ponies; this was an 
ominous sign thet tho poor beasts wore near their 
end, and both diod on arrival in camp. Aftor that, 
wo abandoned most of tho baggage, and, with tho 
last five ponies, attompted to rench the appointed 
rondezvous, but tho extreme weakness of the enimals 
compollod us to call ao halt at Yoshil Kul. eve wo 
stayed whilo two of the mon wore despatched to find 
you and bring you back to our aid, 

“J myself became very sick, and was only too content 
to romain quict, Tho two mon who had heen sont 
back to gain some tidings of the long-oxpocted grain 
now rejoined us; they voportod that all the yak-drivors 
had deserted, togothor with thoir animals, aftor having 
stolon the flour and rico and thrown away tho grain, 

“T had now a ploasant prospect before me—no 
animuly and uo rosorvo supplios; I had, moreover, 
gravo doubts as to whothor the mon whom I had sent 
on would guecood in finding you. Ono of my mon 
know of Doasy’s stores and said ho could find them, 
but ho was hopolossly at fault whon wo camo near tho 
supposed position, Tho days passod slowly by, and 
whilst waiting in susponso wo occupiod ourselves by 
sobling Waps in ordor to obtain supplics of food, The 
wenthor improved, and tho days became warm and 
cloudless, bub you may imagino my delight when, 
late in tho ovening of the L4th, I saw yowr ponios 
approaching, heard that you had found and were 
digging up the buried stores, and that only two of your 
ponies had died.” 

Tho spot choson for our camping-grownd was 
situated on a small, flat picco of land, close to the 


' 
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rivor, and hero we wore destined to stay for eight days, 
The numerous sromnding mullahs applied ua with 
an abundance of grass, but the water of the stream, 
though jusl drinkable, was most disnereonble, When 
usod for toa, indeed, ib was simply digguating, and 
induced mosh wnplenwnb vesnits, for on the third day 
everyone was seized with severe abdominal pring A. 
well was stink close ab limul, and, ax this guvo us 
a supply of good water, the sickness soon eeasod, 
After giving tho ponies a day's rest, we decided to 
split up the parby once more, aud arranged that Rem 
Singh and Soonan Sirring, together with two carvan 
mon and five ponies, should set ont to mip tho southorn 
slopes of the Knan Liver range, whieh lay direotly to 
tho north, and up to the prevent time had never been 
topographically aurvayed 5 they were bo cover as much 
grount as possible, and rejoin Che standing camp on 
Antelope Plain on the tavellth cay. 

Swbhana, tho shilewi, with foramen ane Cen ponios, 
was inalructed to taavel back te the stores whieh 
Tlargroaves had abandoned; thoy wore to bring on 
everything that wax absolutely necossery, and bury 
tho rest. ‘These two partion wore deaputehod: sinal- 
taneously in ahnost direstly opposite dirvetions, 

Tho men left with Hirgeenves mid inyself wore 
fow in amnher, and there wax plenty of work to keep 
thon. all fully employed. Our firat enre was to abbend 
to the remaining Gon mixerable ponies, whieh wore all 
too weak to hear even the lightest burden, 

The wounds eased by the louls pressing upon 
their almoab fleshlows ribs liad to hie attended to at 
ones, [hb wes found that the hest methed ef trent 
ment was lo xprinkla them with iodoform, then cover 
with Junolins or hazeline, finishing off with a lin 
bandage, ‘The sores were dressed bwiew a day, and 
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though somo of tho eases seemed almost hopeloss, tho 
hardy constitutions of those lito Ladeki ponies finally 
cnahled all to recover. 

Daring ow: cnforcod hilt in this placo our prospects 
of advancing inlo the unknown parts of Tibet im- 
proved daily; for ono thing, the bibier wind, to 
which wo had been subjected since leaving Phobrang, 
now practically consed, oecasional storms only remind- 
ing us of our old onomy, In tho second placo, the 
grass, upon the presence of which so much depended, 
sprang up like magic; while, most important of all, 
the ponios improved almost hourly in condition, thanks 
to tho care which was takon in tho drossing of thoir 
wounds, to the rich gress which surrounded tham, and 
to the cessation of all work. ‘Thoiv rocovery would 
have been still more rapid had thoy all taken kindly 
to tho Indian com; bub ono half of tho Ladaki 
animals, though souxed and Lompted by every means, 
would ab no time touch grain, Wo tried mixing 
barloy, flour and chopped straw with the corn; bub, it 
was of no uso, for so long uy a single grain of Tndian 
com romained in tho nosobags, they would ons 
nothing, 

Fortunately, sinco antelopo wore rather scarce in 
the neighbouring plains, wo had but fow mouths to 
Gil, and ono animal por day was amply sulliciont for 
all our wants. 

‘Lhe timo passed quickly, as wo were busily engaged 
in ropacking and sorting stores, abbonding to the sick 
ponies, mending clothos and saddles, and doing the 
hundred and one odd jobs that always demand atton- 
tion when in camp. 

On July 2fst Sabhana and his party rotumned in 
safety, having fully carried oub our ordors; thoy had 
sorted all tho goods at tho doserted camp, and buried 
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ovorything that could ho dispensed with, including aix 
mounds of flour, rngs, traps and saddles, Tho exact 
spol ia Canp 27a. A. solitary cairn, five foot high, 
was ovocted ina dip of the ground, nnd the staves 
huviod six paces Lo the cust and two feeb helow the 
surface, Should any other traveller ontor that in 
hospitable distyiet, ib is to be hoped that these 
abandoned stores muy prove of value to hin, 

To ow groab relief, Sabhani’s poniow had actually 
pul on flosh, owing to tho fact that they were euarying 
light Jouds end hud had a plentiful aupply of good 
grass, 
The additional Hour, ries and Ginned goods so added 
to ourimpodimonte Utat it was found necessary to again 
overhaul the stores and cdixend everything that waa 
not absolutely essential, ‘Then the original hole in 
which the goods hat lain was cleared oul, rolined with 
waterproof bags and repaeked, Wo bined in this 
plave seven yakdans, the majority filed with timed 
foods, including 40 Uh, of sigguy tea, fama, Drawn, 
died fish, cundles, butter, corntlow, — hindy, 
mothylated spirit, matehes, rope, ale, Besidox this, 
720 Th of flour, a aw shooting Cem and savorel 
rugs wero stowed away. everything wae prelad 
closely together, surrounded und eavered ayer with 
snake and waterproof sheeting, Rocka were piled up, 
and finally the whole camp xeb to work and shovellod 
on quantities of earth, whieh was rammed down and 
amoolhed over, 

CL was like parting with oll friends to leave these 
stores, wud the filling-in process wan radher tile a burial 
coromony. 

This dopdt is situated ab Camp 26, whore a ravine 
running from the south-west join the main nullah 
running weal, North-onat of the spot-- about 600 
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yards vway—is ea hill 250 fool high, on which is a 
cairn of stones; and south-west of tho dopét, on a 
low ridgo about 100 yards away, stands yot another 
cairn, Immediately hotweon theso tivo is a knoll— 


30 yards by 20—in tho contro of which the treasure 
lies buried. 


CIIARTER XI 
IN UNKNOWN COUNTRY 


In spite of the greab reduction in our stores, con- 
siderable diflienlty was experienced ins golting off on 
July 28rd, and then, with the animals overburdened 
and every man carrying: a stand) lead, wo could do 
no moro than wn eight mile mareh,  Coauss was fort 
nately plontifnl, bub water could only bo obinined by 
digging, snd even thon ib was of vory indifferent 
quality, ‘Tho wouthor renained fine, tho sky hoing 
coveral with great masses of commis elo, 

Our nest march look nate Pal Tso, the wators of 
which were reportodl to he drinkable; wo found, hew- 
aver, thab they contaiied ke proat a quantity of Koda 
and alt Cheb the human stomach could not redgin the 
liquid for more than ac fiw minntes, Chongh the ponios 
word nob 1 the lenst alleeted and drante freoly, 

On the following day, after along, tiring march 
aerowt a hob and stony plain, we mvrived at a beantifal 
wnt vory welcome fresh-water alvenm, and pitehed ou 
eamp on the hanks, 

With tho aid of glasses, we could distinguish tho 
tenth whieh lel boon left atamling a fortnight 
proviously, and (hough many miles away, could soo 
that the doors were sll closed, and presumed, thero- 
fore, hab no wandering noniuds had so far discovered 


thoir whereabouts, 
et 
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The noxt day a magnilicont view was obtained of 
tho Deasy Group under alorm conditions. Masses of 
thundorelouds continually rolled up from the west, 
hanging like a pall over the main heights, whilst (ashes 
of lightning followed one another in rapid succossion, 
yonding momentarily tho clouds into fragmonts which 
immediately afterwards sullonly united to obscure the 
hoights from our view. During the shorb intervals 
whon tho pall was shattered, glimpsos were obtained of 
hills clad with fvesh-fellen snow. 

Wo found the tonts in oxastly tho samo conclition 
in which wo had lefs thom, but somo of tho surveying 
instramonts had disappeared ; ib was ovidont, therefore, 
that Ram Singh had rotumned, bub, for somo reason or 
othor, had loft again. Wo could not then find out his 
exact position, but late in tho afternoon the flash of a 
heliograph revealed him about four miles to the north, 

As this camp was an unsuitable spot for a halt, 
owing to tho scarcity of grass, wo coborminod to make 
anothor march castwards and,soo what fortune had in 
store for us, ‘Tho loads, which had slightly diminished 
during the last four days, wore again incronsed, and 
diMcully was onco more oxporionced in gobting on; 
accordingly moro goods had to ho abandoned—such ag 
a tont, camp-bedstoad, yakdans and the liko—then with 
overy pony ladon to Lho utmost, and every man carrying 
somo small articles on his back, wo mado our final start 
castwards, 

On tho road numbers of antelope with their young 
wero passed, all trokking west as fost as thoy could move, 
only stopping ovory mile or two for  momont, when 
some particularly tompting patch of grass awakened 
their hunger, 

Tho caravan advanced but seven miles, for it was 
obviously most unwise to test tho ponies too much in 


84 TUE GREAT PLATHAU 


thoir enfoebled condition. Wo bad new reached the 
vory spol from whieh, seven yours before, Captain 
Deasy had sent forwud two natives to find ont the 
nature of the country to the east; they lad retuned 
with the veport Ghat it was barren al withont water, 
Wo folt confident, however, that such wis nol the case, 
sinco, as far asx the aye contd reach, the landscape pto- 
xontod features exactly similw fo that in whieh wo 
wore oneamped, and the contintous stream of antolope 
appearing from tho cast almost certainly indicated 
that grav flouvished in that: direction during the 
groator part of the your. 

Hor the first night, ab any rate, our oxpectations 
word justified; wa eume upon a smell adlah sigh 
in grasa and boovtse, and obtained a aiciont supply of 
water for ouraalves and the ponies hy digging six feot 
helow tho surface, 

Rofore tho tents had hea got rendy that evoning, 
Ram Singh rejoined us, with all Che members of his party 
wolland the ponios quite fy the hal faut tho aix heat 
animals, it was a relief to fil them all alive and in 
such oxealon’ emntifion. They lind anmiyged to got 
through wome good work on his journey, having voyercd 
a lays tract of country along the foal af the Kim Lane, 
and having incidentally discovered a froslwalar lako, 
whore dayge uamhes of willfowl, yooxa, duels and 
eruned wort breeding, Te would lave acvomplished 
oven more than this, Iwel dhe eountry beat moro 
fertile, hub very HUle grass was to bu found, and, as 
one of the ponies would not tone the Indian corn, 
he had been compelled Co rejein ms iu ardor to save ib 
from alarvation. 

Daring Uho noxt afternoon a gale sprang ap from the 
nab and nearly carvied the eunp hordlily away 5 for wo 
had pitehod the bonts in miticipation of a westerly wind, 
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Targroavos was again attacked by fovor during 
tho night, but thanks to heavy doses of quinine, was 
hotter hy tho following afternoon, Taving nothing 
perticuluy to do, T elimbod a small ridge to tho north 
of tho camp and cumo upon a uly mervollous sight. 

Almost from my feot away to the north and east, as 
fur as tho eyo could reach, wore thousands upon thou- 
sands of doo antolopo with their young, Tho mothers 
wore mostly feeding, whilo the young ones were cither 
lying down and vesting, ov being urged on by their 
mothors, All had their heads turned towards the 
west, and wore travelling slowly in that direction, 
presumably in search of the fresh young grass springing 
up in tho highor western tablelands. 

Evoryono in camp turned out to sco this beautiful 
sight, and tried, with varying results, to ostimate 
the number of animals in view. This was found vory 
dificult however, more particularly as wo could seo in 
tho oxtrome distance a continnous stream of frosh hords 
atoalily xpprouching ; thore could not have been loss 
than 15,000 or 20,000 visible ab ono time, In all pro- 
bability it was tho sight of vast herds like these that 
indueed Capbuin Deaxy to give Antclopo Plain its name, 
as ho roports having secon them whon first ho pitched 
his camp thore, 

Snow foll ab intervals during the day and tho 
following night. Wo seized the opportunity of a slight 
Iull to lond up the ponies and make a march of six 
miles in fair comfort, then a terrific hiricane swopt 
oyor the country, compolling a temporary halt as no 
headway could be made against the wind. Tho storm, 
howovor, cloared tho air, and the journey was con- 
tinued till dusk, when the camp was pitched beside o 
small frosyh-wator lake, about a mile in civeumforenco, 

‘Chis luke lay in the middle of an immouse rolling 
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plain, covorod with boortsn and patehes of grassy; tur 
away to the north wore the Kum Luans, while to the 
south rose obher rugged ranges | in an eastorly direcetion 
tho country appeared mutulat ing anid Taxren. 

Antolopo wore seabtored wbout the plain, aud on 
tho road Tlargroaves shot a fine specimen; ime, proutly 
to tho distress of the Makomedans, the animal 
was shob dead and could not he had deadlier in tho 
orthodox mennor they had ne rewouhle oxeuse, this 
timo, for nob enforcing their seruples, A leash of 
haves was also bareed, bub ford to he as Casteless ag 
over; and a young loveret, xo terrified as ta be quite 
incapable of flight, was imme prisoner ‘Tho Tittle 
thing quickly became time, finally losing wl Loar of 
man, and wo wore hopefal of bringing her safely 
baele to India, Later on, however, she came to an 
untimely ond by selfatrangulation. ‘Tibetan sand 
grouse were now xeon for (he fivat time, but unfor- 
binalely too high for a shots we longed for a 
nace or two of these birds, for Cheah antelope 
flesh is doubtless oxeolloat, ib begin to pall upon 
ono in bine, 

Wo had now rewehel entirely unknown eauntry, 
und were enxiona to begin triangulition, wiliaing, as 
& luge, a ridge which ran due est and weat. Tho 
ovor-rocurving water diftioulby continually hapeded ow 
work, and thongh holes were sum at all the more 
likely spots, only a muddy triekls contd ie altrined— 
this wo treated with powdered alum, and: xe managed 
to collect just sullieiont fox ome immediate wants, 
Four days were apent at this place (Camp 40), and 
on duly 8tsb the hase was measured both by the 
chain wand the xubtense bur work neeessil ating great 
aceuracy, and therefore thries repented. Obsorva- 
tions for latibude coukl only be Galen hy the sun, as 
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the nights wore too cloudy to pormit of tho asters 
boing soon. 

During the accond day's halt, Abdul Khalik com- 
plained of rheumatism in tho legs and buek, so he was 
givon a winoglassful of whisky to rub in, Late in 
tho ovoning he sont over to ask for moro, saying that 
ho had pub tho first doso in a oup and placed it in his 
tent roady for uso, but that one of the caravan-drivors, 
mistaking it for tea, had drunk it all off without 
knowing it. ‘This story scomed to us rathor “ thin,” 
and the makers would, I am afraid, bo hardly gratified 
to learn that their oxcellont whisky had been mistaken 
for wonk toa, oven by a Yarkandi, who, prosumably, 
was somewhat lacking in delicacy of taste, Khalil, 
at any vate, had to go to bed with his rheumatism, for 
ho got no more alevhol; whisky was fur too precious 
an article to bo drunk like wenk tea, or indeed to bo 
poured on the back of a caravan-bashi, 

While at work triangulating the next day, a covey 
of sand-grouso settled near, one of which Hargroaves 
managed to shoot; ib wad a beautiful bird, gamey- 
looking and fut, and proved oxcollont cating. Those 
birds are vomarkablo for tho great longth and power 
of their wings, probably so doveloped in order to 
enable thom to make headway against the severe 
Chang winds, 

On August 8rd wo tried to do some mapping work 
from tho poak which roso a milo to the south, but, 
aftor a long and arduous climb, the mountain-tops were 
found to be cnveloped in clouds, thus effectually pro- 
vonting us from carrying out our intontions; we 
waited for some timo in tho hopo that the weather 
would clear, with tho result that wo were caught in 
a blizzard and dyenched to tho skin before the welcome 
sholtor of camp could bo rogainod. 
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Although hindered by tho clouds, tha view from 
the summié of the mountain was very fine. ‘The 
largo luke, fires xeon an duly 8th, was visible, and, 
on closer inspection, proved to ln oven Terex than 
ab fivsb supposed; ta the cask the eamibey seamed 
to conaisl of rolling downs and valloys covered with 
rich grass; southwards, about thirty miles uway, was 
a range of ragged hills, through the contro of which 
ran an ideal pass, Jovel with the plain and about ono 
milo wide, Boyond this rye we eonkd seo nothing, 
and therefore coneluded that there was a diminution 
in tho height of the countyy in that direetion, 

On reburning to camp, the Kaslimiris came with 
a complaint that the drivers were constming moro 
than choir fair share of view and flome wa, aceord- 
ingly, had aw yedistribution of stores (hat afternoon, 
much to the dixguab of not only the Argoons, but 
also of Abdul Khalik, While the work: was in pro- 
grou, the bviliiant iden was conceived of overluuling 
onvo again he Ieits nnd Inyggage of thie men, 

Those had wl Teen carefully examined only a wook 
bofove, and we had flattered! onrealves Ghat Che faeb lind 
hoon anticiontly dnpresedl on Che nen's minds that 
tho lows minst da reduced to oan absalate miniaum, 
oul of consideration for the weak condition of the 
ponies, Our feelings, then, amy he better imagined 
than dexevibod on xeoing, atx bho men antlonly and 
roluetontly undid their kits am qnethey: colleetion of 
Yobhish- ald shoes, bottles gators, empty Una, sities, 
sicka, ropes, and, worse Cui all, muamerove iiyalorions 
rolls of xomething whieh looked like ennvas, and 
whieh proved to he the very tent sneritiead with 
such reluctance and xo one heroism a weeks before, 
cub up and distributed in thean weird-looking: parvela 
With just ineignation, then wid there the whole collee- 
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tion was placed in a hoap and burned to ashos—a 
proceoding witnessed with griof and rage by the mon. 
Lt was very amusing, howovor, to see the ollicious 
yoal with which ono vase! would diag to light 
anothor's flivit store, while ondeavorring to coneoal 
his own by somo wonderful sloight of hand, Our 
poor animals wore thus relieved of somo 24 maunds 
of naclows rubbish, 

On tho noxt day the weather again changed, snow 
giving place to rain, whilst tho wind camo in iey blasis 
from all directions ; vain, howevor, has this advantage 
ovor snow, that it does not deprivo tho ponies of thoir 
food by covoring up the grass, As tho woathor showod 
no signs of improvomout, tho tonts ware shifted to a 
moro sheltered valley five milos farthox on. 

From hore fresh abtompts wore made to ascond 
the peaks and to completo the work, and in thoso 
wo partially aneceoded, but only by labouring undor 
mosb trying conditions; tho angles wore takon “in 
thunder, lightning, wud in rain”; so intonse was the 
cold that ik was with tho utmost dillieulty that wo 
could work tho thoodolito or write with our stiffoned 
fingowa. [i was abvious that ane af the worst districts 
had boon shoson in which to ecommonco triangulation, 
for duving o for days’ sojourn at this placo no less: 
then seven violent snow and hail storms visited us. 
Tho range of mountains which lay to tho west was 
respousible for the bad weathor, for groat masses of 
nimbus cloud porpotually hid tho summits, while the 
sky in ovory other direction was porfectly clon. 

Hargroaves shot the only antelope seon, for wo 
wore now oub of tho lino taken by the migrating 
docs and young. During tho expertition fortune was 
decidedly with us in this respect, for, oxvept on two 
occasions, uot a day passed without our having frosh 
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meat in camp from the Lime we left Phobrang (Juno 
Ath) to Soptombor 4th. 

Aftox four days, we seh forth front thin cheorloss 
neighbourhood ab} pan, mid as tho xenoh for water 
proved unavailing, night foll ml found ws still on the 
mareh; travelling in the dark, however, is a usvleas 
and tiring proceeding, and oa lilt was wecoulingly 
called on reawhing © apob where thera was plenty of 
grass, Jb was mm wipleasant evening one of tho 
“black days” which must come on ovensions to the 
traveller as to overyone else, We dug for wator in 
vain; the leathor water-hugs whieh Khalik had heen 
oxpressly ordered to fill wore found to he empty ; 
thore was enough walor in any bette for one enp of 
tow, but none with whieh to eook the dimer or next 
morning's breakfast——the men (who had emptied their 
hottles on tho mareh) and the ponies wore still worse 
off, for thoy laut net a drop. 

Moreover, Wwo of the party were missing. Wav 
greaves, on the road, lat found a yok whieh, on getting 
wind of the earn, Inul moved away ab a slow trop; 
Jhugrenves follower, hoping to come upor the beast in 
somo raving farther on, but the animal kepb steadily 
on, Crawing Targreaves farther and farther away midi 
ho realised’ Ghat pursuit, was useless, Tle then tried to 
retrace his atopy nnd pick np the treks ef the ponies, 
but found grout difliemtty in xe doing, Shots wore 
five wb vognlor intervals from (he emp and a large 
firo lib bo guide him, and had it stot been for these 
preeautions, he would, in all proludbility, have lad to 
spend Che night in the epen, 

Vhe other member of tho purty was nob #o fort 
nate; he was a man from Lhasa, a ponyedriver, who 
had beon sont in the morming amile to the north to 
work the heliograph. ‘The fires were kept burning 
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all night without any result, and there wore no signs 
of him in tho morning, Not much enxioly was folt 
on his behalf, as ho lmew the gonoeval direetion in 
which the caravan was going, and was awaro that 
wo intondod to camp on tho following day on tho 
shores of the laygo lako proviously seon, Bofore stavt- 
ing thet day, tho procaution was taken of agrocing 
upon and making overyono clearly undorstand the 
oxact position of the next camp; then we divided-— 
the ponies taking the lowest and onsiest route, Tax 
greaves moving south, while ] wont along the ridge, 
All subsequently mot on the banks of a largo frosh- 
wator stream about two miles from tho lako into which 
it (owed, Tho missing man was still absont, and not 
a sign of him could bo found; accordingly, aftor tho 
mon had had somo food, a scarch-party was organised, 
which left camp about 4 p.m, cach man carrying 
two days’ rations with him, It had beon gono loss 
than on how, whon our gay friond, who had beon 
causing all tho trouble, appeared on the plein to the 
north, walking into camp in a jaunty end somewhat 
irritating way, ay if ho had beon for a stroll to 
atreteh his legs, 

Ilia story was to the ofloct that, alter comploting 
his helio work on the provious day, ho thought he 
could join the caravan hy making a short outs as a 
result, he had lost his way und had spent a misorable 
night on tho hillside, without five, food or blankets, 
his was a loxson to all to avoid short outs, as Tibot 
is nob a country where tho bonellts and blessings of 
frogh air in the opon at night can bo fully appreciated. 


CUAPTER XU 
VAMIOUS ADVENTURES 


Tus luke towards which wo had been advancing for go 
long now Jay stretched before wi; xo tine as wo knew, 
this waa the fitst time it had bean seen by while mon 
Wo named it Lake Markham, after the late President 
of the Royal Geographical Sovieky.  (b presents an 
aren of about sovenby square niles, being seventeen 
long and for wite. Tho shores, covered with gynas 
ond boortswa, slope aleadily upwards, whilst a hil of 
gravel twenty yards wide eneireles Che lake. At tho 
western end the water is quite: fresh, lad? way wlong 
ib is drinkuble, while ab dhe eastern ond it is fit for 
neither man nor beast, Ao river af considerable size, 
Ashorehing fran we narvew gorge ned brewldiyg into 
many dammed, pours info Uhe western end. ; 

On the following day we neds ame enmp beside a 
litle alvoum, id enjayed: a mort delighttil vest from 
our Jabours,  Tlard)y a hventh of wind wie stirring 
ax wo strolled alony the senthern shore of the lake, 
basking in the samabine soil aie hearts eleored hy 
the muisis of immunemble darks. Bralnini ducks and 
haves wore plontifnl, ut experionen heed already taught 
us theb both were quite uxeless for de pat. 

Our noxt mare bronght mate tle eastern end of 
the luke, where a revky promontory juts out from 
the southorn shore amd extends abnoeat nerves the 


water, unabling one to obtain a fine view af the entire 
be) 
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loko, Brahmini ducks wore xeon in large numbors, 
dotting all the bays round the peninsula, but too 
wild to allow of any shooling oxeept with a rifle. 

On August 9th tho eavavan mado for a valley 
which lay duo cast, while Subhana end 1, with the two 
strongest ponics, made a roundabout tour of nearly 
thirty milos in a north-castorly direction. We marched 
along the castorn shore, following a dry watercourse 
which lay about ton feot above the prosent level of 
tho lake, ‘Thoro was abundant ovidonce that Lake 
Markham overflows its banks at certain sonsons, tho 
surplus water escaping by this channol, there to sink 
into tho porous soil or evaporate, 

No fresh wator was found to the north, bub a lake 
of considorable siza could be scen about ten miles off, 
tho shoros of which wore white with salt. All round 
this salt jako, and as far cast as ono could soo, tho 
country appeared to bo most cosolate and barren; 0 
fow rocks and atony hillecks rose hove and there, 
broaking to a cortain dogroe tho drearinoss and 
monotony of tho landscapo, but so still was tho scone 
—without a bird or beast moving—that it might have 
sorved Dord ag an illustration for Dante's Inferno. 

Our marching powors had so for improvod of lato 
that Sabhana and [ wore ablo to dispense with the use 
of our ponies, which was, perhaps, just as woll, for 
mine (which was tho polo-pony bought at Leh) showed 
symptoms of acute poisoning us wo woro making for 
the spot whore wo oxpoctod to find tho camp. lt 
was with tho greatest difficulty that he was kept on 
his logs; but he was urged on xolontlessly whenever 
ho staggored and altempted to lio down, though 
every minute wo fully oxpectod to soo him drop 
down dead, The trontmont adopted was corteinly 
bonoficial, for ho scomed quite freo from pain soon 
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after rouching eunp. Tho attaek waa due, 1 an 
inolined to think, to his having soizel the opportunity, 
while [ waa pline-tabling, to ant Inrge quantitios of 4 
solt-leaved plant covered with purple (lowers, resembling 
dlovor, of whieh all the ponies wore passionately fond, 

Considerable cilioully was oxperioneed in locating 
tho oxaeb position of the eanp, bata thin column of 
smoke eventually revered its whereahouts, 

During that night one of the ponies died, but this 
did nob very growly aleet the transport, ax ho wag 
a poor beast and had never eutiont anything Int the 
snilloat of londs, and F was only surprised thet ho had 
outlasted many apparently sbvonger animals, 

Aa gress was now plantifal and Indian com seareo, 
the allowaneo of tho Iatter was ent down from this 
dato to two bonenpfuls per diem, 

The nox morning the cunp was aslir uly, for, 
in addition to the day's march, we Juul lo elimh a 
mountain of considerable height lying to the north, 
Tho day being fine aul the air cloar, a elo view was 
obtained from the summit of (he camry beyond 
for a diatanes of ahowb 100 miles Th wn a most 
choorloss prosper | An inimense barren plain atretehed 
away (o the horigon withont a vestige af trea ar 
shrub, or, ko fer ax could be seen, a blue of grass; 
the monatony was Iroken only hy rovks, small ridges 
and salt lakes, ‘Tho ontleok, indeed, was se une 
inviting Ut we detemuined thon and there Co alter 
our course aed move due south, for if waa obvious 
that litte would he gained by pushing forward into 
this desert, sinew we could male out fram ane present 
position aa neh of tha native of the conntey lying 
to the north-west aa could be verified ly fully five days’ 
marohings. 

Other considerations alao futheneed our plina, 
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Tho short Tibotan summor was alrondy drawing to a 
close, thongh it was only August 10—pyassos and 
flowoys wero dropping their goods, and the wild animals 
alroady had a thick growth of new wool undornoath 
tho older and thinner hairs; again, our comnissariat 
was vory sovoroly taxod hy the number of mouths which 
had to bo filled—twonty in all—and so rapidly were 
the supplies of rico, suttoo and flour diminishing, that 
it was evident, at the present rato of consumption, 
thoy would not last more than three weoks, whilo 
thore was only sufliciont grain for the ponies for 
anothor cight days. 

Woe now longed to como across the Tibetans whom 
we had previously desired to avoid, lor wo holioved 
that if oncountored in considerable numbers, they 
would soll us grain in plonty—ab a price. 

Beforo turing south, howovor, ib was necessary 
to cross a low rango of hills, On tho summit of the 
pass tivo frosh-wator ponds wore found, but Khalik, 
who had prosodod us with tho caravan, dovided to go 
on for a low miles farther and camp on lower ground. 
Whon wo oursolvos avvived in camp, after comploting 
the work on tho mountain, tho mon wore found 
digging vigorausly in a vein attempt to find water, 
whilo 800 yards away was a fino fresh-water pond! 
Evory man must heve passed close by this pool, 
and yot nob ono of them had soon it, 

It is w romarkablo fact that theso mon, although 
thoy had always lived a move or less nomadic life, had 
but very little idea of the “lis” of a country or of 
places whore grass and wator wore likely to bo found. 
It is, moreover, gonerally supposed thab thoso accus- 
tomed to a wild life in a country whore tho view is 
unrestricted possoys remarkably long sight; but this 
was nob the case with our party, for, on tho whole, 
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their ayosight was moab fielifferont neh ons of the 
mon could seo as fue or as dintinetly as the AVATA LO 
Tnglishman who goes in for shooting, and jn locating 
objects I hardly now whotlw fhe Kashmiris, the 
Yorkendis or the Lacikis were Hie more iueapable, 

Glose by the tents there stead whi we had come 
to rogard as our daily vations of meat, viz, an antelope; 
ib was promplly shot, mmeh to the relief of the men, 
who had hegun to fear that their nent supply might 
he lost hofore wo arrived. 

Tho animal was brought to the tents, and wo 
gained a further insight into the unpleasant ensloms 
of tho Ladakis.  'Tonduk, a wiry ald nut, was seb bo 
wouk to remove tha flosh from thee aknll--w  tasle 
obviously congenial, for, ay he took off the flesh, he 
kopt popping the daintiest, morsels into his mouth, till 
his appatite wax appeased, Ie rarely ato cooked food 
at any time, preferring the meat in its raw alate, and 
mosb of the men consumed witht relish Hesh Ghat was 
ithor way or Iavely warmed threngh Tt is to ho 
romonthored tab five limudvedl yours ayo the Chineso 
roporbed that the Tihotians were cannibals, Imt, in tho 
absones of my proof, it nppenea mere probable that, this 
Cisgualing habit of eating raw flesh adlorded ¢he  basia 
for Chis uasextion, 

Another practice of freqient ovenrence amongst tho 
people in this part of the werkd ix tint of eatoluing ina 
howl tho blood of a sheep ar goat when Chey eb its 
throuts they thon throw some sattoe or havlay-meal 
into the steaming Woad, stir it inte a puute and ant it 
wh ones, 

On Anguab Pith we changed direction aul ined 
south, crossing Saal a brow) stony plain and then a 
wild and voeky ridges sinall streams mimendered in all 
directions, Jb grass wos excessively keane After 
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covering thixteon miles, tho prospect shoud scomad so 
nninviting that we decided bo halt, 

_ At 2 am. the camp was struck by a hurricane, 
and Haxgroaves’ small cont carriod bodily away, All 
hands woro seb to work to placo yakdans, boxes, 
ote., on tho pogs of tho othor two tents, in order to 
provont » similar {ato ovortaking thom, This storm, 
which died away as quickly as it came, was accompanied 
by intonso cold—tho thermomotor falling rapidly from 
35° Tr, until it rogistored 18 dogroes of frost. 

The joumey on the following day was dolightful, 
but wo wore still confronted with the grass and water 
difficulty ; ab ono camp thore would bo gallons of 
water but no grass, whilo at another thore woro acres 
of grass but no water. Wo halted at tho most likely 
spot to find this procious liquid, but, though wo dug 
hard in all sorts of places, it was two hours bofore our 
efforts wore vewardead by a vory limited and dirty 
supply, which had to he augmonted by melted snow, 
It takes @ good dow of wator to satisly tho thirst 
of twonty mon and twouty-live ponies, and night foll 
before all had hoon attended to. 

On occasions like this my battered basin was found 
most usoful for baling water ont of tho wolls, while 
Hargreaves’ collapsible bath was invaluable for storing 
tho supply for the ponios ; it was, indeod, much more 
usoful for watoring the animals than for bathing pur- 
poses—tho climate does not onconrago indiscriminate 
ablutions, nor does much cloansing appear to bo neces- 
sary. Tho natives never wash at all, and do nob soom 
to bo in any way inconvonienced. 

Wo had Jatoly been much oxasporated by Khalik, 
whose behavionr was cortainly most trying, He never 
endeavoured to mako tho bost of things and thus sot 
a good example to the men, but always proceeded, 

? 
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on yeaching the eamping-groind, first, fo inform uy 
how tired the ponies were; next to grinnble at tho 
seareity of water; thon to complain of the paneity 
of grass; ending ap with the shitement that he way 
gonvinesd the ponies would all die, andl that it was a 
Ind look-oub for everyone, As a sort of final artistis 
toush bo hiv dolofd prognostientions, jo would then 
suy his pruyors ie Ue most conspienansy place possible, 
Tfargrenves and That already discovered what a wolf 
in shoop’s clothing this man was ; but we wore enrvefal 
nob to offend him, for it was generally undovstood that 
his sorviews woukd be priveless shonlt fate lead ns inty 
the hands of the “Dloudthirsty ? Tibetans, 

On the following day we climbed a great mass of 
rock, anb up by ranercis revines, with the iden of 
doing some trimgulation work ; the morning hatl hoon 
oloar and frosty, bub before reaching: the sununit: the 
wil xprang up, elawly appeared as if hy magic, and 
suceossive Iaidatorma diene ou to the skin and 
Obamtiedl the viow. 

On the top of the imeunttin a vain of xbenes 
was amoapedtedly diveavered, evidently orveted by 
nomads, but why Chea people xhontd have gone oul 
of their way to oaseond this hill we were at Grad unable 
Lo riderstantd Later an, we eame ta Che conelusion 
thet Cis esi aeted merely usa toeal tanemark, 
possibly indienting Ute region af some nuriferous Koil, 
Wo momged to complete ony work after a fashion and 
rebrened fa eamp, web aid miseralde, 

One daily baek " was waiting fori clo to camp, 
and was shot by [Largrenves: in ine eatasey (he mon 
now eonsumned amt entire vandal a day an average 
antelope, when il is chamert and ready for cooking, 
weighs about $6 th, bat on ne oveasion was there ever 
any nwel left when the emp wes abuek, One of bhe 
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duivors, Ghulam Nabi, bocamo ill through over-oating ; 
like many others who ave adcliclod to the pleasures 
of the table, he was very Joth to believe that his 
illness was due lo this esuse, and, as he conthiued to 
gorgo himself, his digestion grow worso and tomporarily 
incapacitated him from wll work, 

At this camp wo rested for a day, and found it 
vory plonsyant to rise lato and while away the time with 
the various odd jobs which continuous marchings render 
40 nocesHALy. 

Tt snowod during tha night, but the ponics had 
a good food of grass and suiiiciont time for a nap 
Dosidos ; actual vest and sleep was a luxury lo which 
thoy wore quilo unaccustomed, for as a xulo thoir Lime 
way fully osoupied in trying to fill their stomachs. 
Most of tho ponics had lately improved in conctition, 
antl wore looking much bebtor than when they loft 
Yoshil Kul, twonty-two marchos back. 

Tlargroaves wont out shooting in the morning and 
brought havk bo camp a fnesbag of game, consisting of 
an entolopo, uv loash of hares and tivo braco of sand. 
grouse, Jn tho courso of his oxpodition ho camo across 
an old camping-graund which had been occupied only 
a yom or two before hy a largo numbor of mon, yaks 
and goals, A wooden howl and a round stone whers- 
with to wash gold wero discovered, showing that 
the men wove probably gold-seckors, though no actual 
oxcavations could bo soon, 

Wo moved on again noxt day through a country 
rich in grass bub poor in game, Jail and snow foll 
during tho march and thoronghly soaked tho soil, and 
os our bedding was always placed on the bare ground, 
tho dampnoss addod one moro pleasure Lo the joys of 
Tibetan tweavel and to tho chances of rhewnatism in 
yours Lo come, 


CHAPTER XT 
HARD AT WORK 


Tv was now the [6th of August, and the nights wore 
bucoming much cokter, the minima thomucmetor 
rogistoring, as a rule, about (0 doyreas of frosty in 
tho hottest hour of the day the Canpernture did not 
riso hove 40° or 60° FOF Inte we had heen slowly 
but stoulily dexeonding, and the pling wore now only 
some 16,000 foob above xeu-level, 

Antelope were heeouing aearen, bub fortune fivonred 
us and wo were suTL able to obtain a regular supply ; 
flour, however, was diminishing af a fir toa rapid 
rate, and in order to redjtee the consumption of (his 
precions article, ow ciel was praetiently: restricted to 
moat, Haves and sanbygromet helper to keep the Invdor 
full, but the Mugaudmans, as tong at Chey) could: got 
any antolopeflesh, would never Coneh Che former, 

Vimgroaves mad J] onmally break fisted af 6.80 nana 
an howe that at the best of times it nab marked hy 
oxcossive inerriment; whilst the imenotenous fiw of 
antelope, roast, Tried ar minced, enuwed aur Chonghis 
often to turn tewards egys ound Imeon and fish, 
Ono day we thought witelape tongue boilet would 
afford a waleamie eliucrgge, amd colleeterl tome for ot 
broakfast.  ‘Phey were chaued mul placed on a hoard 
outside the cook's tent, vewly for cooking, Qld 
Tanduk had, however, spied thew deticncion, anid, sidling 


up to the tent with a oamile on his thee, set down 
100 
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and mado himsolf agroonble. ‘Tho moment tho cook's 
back was tumod, ‘lunduk ate all four, raw though thoy 
wore; nor gould he be mado to understand what a 
erime he had commitled in thus devouring our breakfast, 
but porsisted in treating the matter in a playful apiris, 
and tho move he was veproved the more he laughed. 

Tunduk’s smile was en wonderful sight, for having, 
no front tooth he disclosed a gaping void on purting 
his lips. Wo took the trouble to question him once 
as to how he had como to lose them, but ho was 
vory roticent on the subject; from tho other men, 
however, wo leant that some years ago Tunduk had 
visited tho shrine of his god at Rudok, and when 
praying hoforo the image was suddenly seized with 
voligious forvour ; heing very poor and having nothing 
to give as an offoring, ho knocked out his front tooth 
and Inid Lhom as x propiliatory gift on the altar | 

Our route now rn wost for ono march and thon 
turmed south again; the weathor improved, work pro- 
gressod stoudily, and animal life again bocame more 
evident, as wo oneountered yaks, kiang, antelope, hares, 
ram chikor and, what surprised us vory much, a paix 
of hoopoes-—ib was cortainly astonishing to find this 
boautiful bird living at these high altitudes and in so 
cold a climate, 

Tfargreaves promptly stalked the yaks. As thoy 
fod into one ravine, ho mado his way up the noxt, and 
got on torms with them at short range at tho junction 
of tho two nullehs, ‘Tho leader was brought down 
with a shot from the 808 with a Righy flat-nosod split 
bullet, Tho choicest parts of the flesh were brought 
to tho camp, and during the noxt fortnight many 
attempts wove made to cab it, bub without suacoss 
—it looked like indiarubber and tastod liko leathor, 

Noarly 700 miles had been covered since leaving 
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Loh, and, ag a reali of the continnoud marchings, 
the solos of our hoata were worn to tho thinness of 
paper; the rough stones knocked ont the ueils and 
tho sharp rocks ent Hie loathe to pieews "hey wore 
monded over and over agains with pieces off yaleskin, 
but wo wore almost ina barefooted state, and this was 
fully vonliaed on descending w hillside ovea sharp, loose 
stones, 

On our way to Camp $4, on Angust 19th, Ram 
Singh, Soonam Sizring and 1, climbed a high and 
trying hill; Ram Singh certainly required some por 
suasion to mount its slopes, but Seonam Sirring, 
though -handicapped by having to enrry the plane 
table, was as frosh and keon as aver, andl reached the 
top hofors either of us, Onn exertions, however, wore 
woll rewarded, for net only did the pimmele fom a 
fino trianguluting point, but a xplendid view of tho 
country was so obtained in all diveetions, 

Tho mixb ant fog hid difted, and we could see, far 
to the north, the Kuan Layne, amass of snows to the 
sonbh-wort was the Largot Ranged range, with ts white 
and blusk pinnacles veaching up inte the hue sky, 
while in the middle diatanee lay a great: lake; south 
wards, the dixtunt mountaing were atill veiled in aloud, 
and the ensterly view war mul ap ef rolling plains, 
#6 Jakos mad roeky vidses, most of whieh mu from 
north to south. 

Gamo heewme oven more plentifal--marmots, foxes, 
and sand-grouxo being added to the list of animals Koon 
on tho previous day. Many yaks wore encountered— 
moatly vows with their young: but, ax Tayronves could 
nob find a anficiontly large head, ho dict net fire at them, 
Moro gold-diggings were observed, whieh Inul evidently 
not beon abmatoned for any pveat length of time, as 
tho old wator-rans and cama were olenrly cefined, 
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That ovoning, Khalik, with his most insinuating air, 
informed us that only fourteen days’ rations remained 
—oddly onough, this was the exact number of days in 
which wo could roach Rudok if forced marchos were 
mado, Abt Yeshil Knl we had given the mon liboval 
supplies of food to last them threo monthy, and they 
had practically demolished it all in one month; noe 
compunction was thorofore folt in telling them that as 
goon as all the stores wore finished, thoy were quite at 
liberty to go without, and thet ib was our intention 
to travel slowly and do Tittle shooting, as we scomod 
to be coming to a country full of game. 

Thore was some grumbling among tho Yarkandis, 
and much bemouning ab their il-luck; they declared 
that many of them would surely dio, “All right,” wo 
answored; “in that caso there will be all the more for 
those who survive ;” hut this rather fecblo joke was not 
fully appreciated. Having, however, heeome thoroughly 
disgusted with their groody ways, wo were glad to find 
the lesson was nob entirely wasted on them, for from 
thab day thoy ato lows and wasted nothing, 

Wo noticed that kiang gave birth to their young 
ab a.much later period of tho yew than. mosb othor 
animals, for on August 19th two young ones wore acon 
but nowly born, ‘Choy wore with their mothers on 
tho vory highest point of the range up which woe had 
climbed to do some theodolito work; whether the 
young had been born thore, or had been taken to that 
out-of-the-way place for safoty’s sake, ib was impossible 
to dotemnine, A. fow days later, a baby Kiang was 
caught out in tho opon by the camp-dog, and unfor- 
tunately killed before anyone could reach it, 

During the first watch that night the ponies 
stampeded, in spite of all our precautions; wolves in 

‘Javgo numbers were howling round the camp, and this 
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evontually set tho ponies of at a mad paulloy, Wo 
turned out, bub found ib was useless to try to vornd 
thom up then, as thay were Jost in the darkness ina 
momonbs wo accordingly retived to rest, muh dis. 
guated, but hoping for better fortune in the moming, 
Ab tho fivst streaks of dawn Che emp wast astiy, and nen 
word sont off in pairs in search of the missing animals; 
the diMleulty of tracking When wies Therensad owing Go 
tho stony netare of the ground, 

A. stunty Argoon, of ininnte statare, named Aziz, 
proved to ho the aueeesstul seoul in this ease; he 
tracked thom for many niles, finuly rmning them to 
earth ina side nulla Not one af the troop was 
mnissing; ono and wll laud exenpod the wolves, which 
had possibly given up the chass on seeing ¢ho bony 
nature of thoir quarry, 

T think, however, that very fow ponies aro killed 
by wolves in Tibet. ‘Thora may he sone isolated eases 
during a very savers winter, Tat, wen rate, ib is unustid 
to soy more than two or three wolves taguthor (FE did, 
indeed, ones sro a tronp of five in the Changehenie, 
but this is quite oxeaplional), wit Chew animals would 
nob attack: ponies odessa Haye wore thenised ves assembled 
in considerable numbers. 

Rain fol overy day, soaking Che ground thoroughly 
and making oir sleaping places softer, Tut inne other 
way rondoring wa more vomnforlable, 

from Camp $5 the envavan mules its way along 
ravines tu aronml spuca, while Ram Singh and L 
pueseed owe uanel practice af elitaldiye a hill and 
thon coming down again, On this avensian, however, 
we wore quite definted by the die af the ground 
When wo fondly believed) wo were abort to renel our 
goal, a vooky pinnacle, wo were stutdenty confronted 
with a precipice, and were compelled fo dike a cit. 
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evitous route, involving a deseent of 1000 feeb, before 
a frosh staré could be made on our upward way. Our 
tompors wore naturally ruflled, and when the station 
was finally reached we found thet work could only he 
oozriod on with great dilliontty, on acount of continnal 
hailstorms; it had to he given up allogethor vb last, 
as a& hoavy thunderstorm swept up from the wost, 
dyenching us to the skin and froozing us to the hone. 
Ram Singh frankly declared that ho would xether 
havo six months’ imprisonmont than undortake anothor 
survoying trip in Tibet. 

On doseonding from the mountain it was barely 
possible to make headway against tho wind, so strongly 
did it blow; the struggle, however, kept us warm, anil 
on reaching camp our discomforts wore soon forgotten 
in tho poacoful enjoyment of shelter, warmth and many 
oups of boiling toa, 

Our usual marching routine was something as 
follows; tho caravan would) move alead in the 
required direction, taking tho lowoxt al easiest rond ; 
Tlargreavos followed tho path which seomed bo offer 
most sport; while Ren Singh and To anado for tho 
noarent clesireble hill, As closely as possible, the 
position of the noxt camp was fixed beforehend—in 
any caso, tho direction wid the longth of march was 
agroed upon, ‘Though this seomad to he the only 
fonsiblo plan, it was novortholoss opon to many 
objections; the direction might ho mistaken or the 
distwnco wrongly cstimated, whilst the absence of 
fuel, grass or wator at tho spot proviously fixed on 
would necossitete a further onward march of the 
caravan for perhaps wnothor four or five miles. 

Thoro aro fow things more trying to the tempor 
than to arrive, tired and hungry, but buoyed ap by 
thoughts of toa and a hob joint, ab the spot where 
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one fools sure the ennp should bey only: to discover 
nob a sign of manor beast; shouting: and firing: of! 
sholy are of no avail, there is nothing for it bub to 
brace onesoll up to clin yet another hill, from which 
to aweop Che landsenpe ones more wile Cy glasaen, 

At lust it may bo that a pony, a thin eolman af 
smoke, ora figure outlined against the sky ix doseriod, 
and then the weary Qaaip ik recommenced. — One 
arrives in eump sully and mygry s everyone is to blame 
(oxeopt, of course, oneself); everything looks wrong, 
Caadnally, however, shelter, warmth and food dogin 
to have their offeabs the aspeet of Ching altars, all 
is forgiven after all, the mon wore right: one should 
have known that they would dudt: at this, the best 
of all: possible xpoty; and eventimdly Ganquillity: ta 
restored, 

From our hill Unet cay, Ran Singh and I obtained 
a fing view of fifty miles or xo ina sontherly ireetion, 
Five Takes were geen, eal ina basin of ita owns 
probobly all were intensely anti, a8 Uhede Inu, and 
indeed Che whole county round, were eavered with 
galing deposit, ‘Tho depressviena in Che surrounding 
lad soomed ta be the empty bebe of great lales, 
whieh had drisd up ab acne very remote date; they 
hada houihly deathliky appemnes, net ow bhule af 
grass on boorlsa growing, nolo henst. or bird moving ; 
tlosoletion and stim reigned stream, On the 
ridges, however, grasa grew freely, hares xeurried 
about, and tian reamed hither aud thither, while 
in the dips the inighty yn slowly mada their way 
ovor tho rieh young gree Small rivuluta in every 
nulla trickled with a gurgling xomul down to the 
pit. below, 

Thoxo ante pola will probably cdisnppear entirely 
ina shorl tine; one of thom, in faethe alrouly 
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dono s0, leaving a snow-whilo sheet of sell and soda, 
six square milos in extent. 

‘wo shovb marches now brought us to the shoves 
of tho Inko soon some threo stages back, and whieh 
Khalik announcad to be Tfnping Tso, “the drinking 
water of the giant” As Khalik had never been 
noar the place before, and as wo had met no Tihotans 
fox two months, ib was probably an effort of his 
imagination—until hetter information can he obtained, 
however, the namo must stand, The Jake is evidently 

* woll known to the Tibetans, for numerous old fireplacos 
wore found by the water's edge. 

Muping Tso is of an unuaual shape as ‘Tibetan lakes 
go, for ib boasts an island and a rocky poninsula; its 
wators are bowntifully fresh, the shores and hed sandy, 
and woos grow from the bottom in great abundances. 
Thousands of fresh-water shrimps wore secon bub no 
fish, ‘This was tho first shoot of fresh water of any 
considerable oxtont wo had come across for two months, 
and the sight of it was highly appreciated. 


CHAPTER ATV 
ARIE RO 


Trp caravan now left the shores of TLuping ‘xo, crossed 
some low spurs and debouched into a urge plain, rich 
in grass, where the camp was pilehed on the banks of 
a frosh-wator alreum whieh an westwards and bore 
away tho surplus water of the lake, ‘Tho bad of 
this stromm was fall of weeds, bite agnin no fish wero 
visible; tho waters finally ended in one of the sale 
lakes lying to tho south, and wore thore absorbed by 
evaporation, 

Wo wore now well in sight of the Arn Mountains, 
whose ruggod ponks, Coweriyg into the sky, presented 
a fino and hopressive spectavles ‘Phesa heights had 
previously been fixed hy Captain Peasy, xo we de 
forming ab thin poing to tying one teimggulation to 
a cloxo, ‘Tho halt, however, wat prolonged hy the 
wifavourable weathor, ad snow covered thie grand, and 
all tho momntain-tops were enveloped tn anint. 

On Augrab 26th the weather clemed, and work: was 
pushed on with energy, On onr veneling one of the 
points necessary tor theadolita: wark, a fine hil) yak 
was soon grazing Ina nillah about a mile away, 

Tuformation was speedily xent to Thirgrenyves, who 
wes in camp at the time, anid de hastened ang to 
stalk the patriarch, ‘The Kashmiri who had already 
seon the animal very nearly wreeked (he expertition, 


for he Jed Murgreaves, with the wind at: their bucky, 
10a 
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almost on top of tho boast; fortunately, howover, tho 
orror was noticed in time. LTargreaves rotraced his 
stops, excentod a long tuning movement and managod 
to approach within oighty yards hoforo he was soon, 
Thon two shots, fired in rapid succession, brought 
tho animal down; like the dying fighting bull of tho 
Spanish arena, he apread his loga apart, and stood 
thug till death put an ond to his troubles. 

This yak cuvied a fine pair of horns, thirty-fow: 
inches in Jongth, and was a vory anciont animal, wilh 
“teoth worn xight away. Although the stomach was 
found to be fairly full of grass, wo had probably 
performed a moreiful act in killing him, as he would 
othorwise have soon perished miserably of aturvation. 

Wo determined to take Cull advantage of the fino 
woather, 40 for tho noxt two days utilised every avail- 
ablo moment until all the desired work had been 
accomplished ; fron. this timo forward wo devoted our 
onorgies to simple pluno-tabling, to shooting and to 
tho formation of planus whoreby to cireumvent the 
Tibetans, whom wo daily expected to moet. Of lato 
much loss anxioty had beon felb with rogerd to the 
tranaport; for the ponios, thanks to the plontiful supply 
of grass, had improved marvelously in condition, and 
prosented quite a vespoctable appoenrance. Many of 
thom wore ondeared to us, for they had sorvod us woll 
and wore plucky workers; a fow, too, had charming 
manne, end forrloss and affectionate dispositions ; 
thoy had loamed what was required of thom, and 
know tho day’s routine quite aa well as human beings. 
Tho loads Iecamo lighter day by day, and by con- 
tinuing to travel on foot—a mode of progrossion to 
which wo wore hy now woll aveustomed—great hopes 
wore ontorbained of bringing most of ow four. footed 
frionds anfoly back bo civilisation. 
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On August 28th wo nude a fresh start, aud, with 
no wusioty about triangulation, comploted a sixtean- 
mile much. ‘The enravan, however, did a mmol fongor 
round, as Khadik supposert thet he lad found a short 
out, and ended by boxing the arly up in rocky 


yavino, 
Food now begun to mn short, ame we worn abla to 


diseriminate between our followers, all of whom had 
proviously seemed tous to he neh of a muehness ; 
thore is nothing like « litth: hardship anil privation to 
bring oub the good and Dad qualities of amin, Of 
tho Ladekis [ have alrauly apoken—thay woro al. 
togothor excollant. ‘Threw out of the four MKashmivis 
wore wordd Hin uadless | Sino of Wataila, one of 
tho cooks, was mi admirable servant his compatriots 
wore the reverse; ou the whole, the Axyoons wore 
good--two of thom, however, rejoieing in the numes of 
Ghulam Nahi wil Mahi Din, were firstealass scoundrels 
an bosom friends of Mhalik. 

That night the emp was pitehet a few miles east 
of a amiall salt hike, inte whieh two strona emptied 
thomsolves, and whiel was surronnded hy the richest 
grass, ‘Tho Tule has an are af fom square milos, 
but most, ab some remote period, lave ovenpied about 
xovonly xymare miles and filled up the entire: valley, 
for the aneient shores are distinetly visihla on the 
sumrounding dlopes, 200 feet above the axiating level 
of the water; the lake ywas bitterly salt, and the 
noighbowring bud white ax snow with saline deposit, 

Tn enrlier times, Arn Tse, Meme Chhaka, and this 
asin doubtless formed one Tage inegaiir sheet of 
water, whieh received ity snpply from all the anv 
rounding ranges; ona the snow and main fell dearensed, 
the lakes dwindled iy size, 

Immense nmbers of antelope and gazelle wandered 
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ovor the bright proen pastures; of tha former, two 
of tho finost wore secured, but the gazelle kept wall 
out of rifle vango, Tho next march of twenty miles 
brought us Lo the shores of Aru Tso. 

This lake lies, ronghly, north and south, whilxt the 
southorn ond ia much broadened out by a bay; it is 
fed by innumerable steams which flow from the Liugot 
Kangri and tho mountains to tho west and south 

In 891, Captain Bower, when encumpad on the 

shores of Aru ‘Tso, said that tho waters wore “salt, of 

course, like nowrly all tho Tibetan lakes”; six yours 
lator, in 1897, Captain Doasy romarked that thy wators 
wore “drinkable” s in 1908, wo found theé the wator 
was frosh, without the slightost flavour of anit or soda 
This is cortainly an intoresting and important fret; 
tho country has nob appreciably altered in its main 
fontures in this short poriod of time, each visil was 
made at aboub the samo tine of tho year, and yot 
there are three difloront reports. Tf this chango hus 
ocourred in tho casa of one Iyko, thore would seom to ho 
no reason why ié should nob happen to some of the 
other largo shoots of water which aro found all over 
Tibobe 

The avonory about Aru Tao was oxtromoly honutifal ; 
ulthongh thoro was still © complete absoneo of trees 
aid shrubs, tho mountain ranges of all colours and. 
forms, tho glaciors, tho snow-peaks, the groon valleys 
and the deep blue water of tho lake formed a porfoot 
picture. 

Bspecial uavo was now oxoroisol leat our animals 
should bo stolon at night, for tho lovality bere an 
ovil roputetion for brigandage, According to Tx. 
Svon Tfodin, fivo olukpas or robbers wore caught here 
two years ago by ‘Vibetan officials and beheaded, and 
six yons proviously Captain Deasy’s camp was ablacked 
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and Tooled in his absenes and bis mest valuable 
auimals driven off, Wo therotore provided the wateh. 
guard with v rifle and ammunition, and avery night ig 
was used-—ostonsibly fired ab wolves, bit realy, a4 one 
man admilted, to show tut the wateh was wale and 
to givo a fooling of security Co the remmninelon, 

Tho caravan experienced with dittieulty in passing 
along the sonthern shore of Ara ‘Tso, ax the hale of 
tho numorons streams flowing from the south-west 
wore most treacherous, in nay eases being nothing, 
but quicksands, ‘Two inehos of eryatal-cloar Wwator, 
trickling over a xandy bed, prenents an abtheactive 
appoaranes to a hot, tired pony. At ons of those 
places two of the animal were nearly lost, and ib was 
only hy the plucky efforts of the amen that a cata. 
stropho was avert, Rapes were speedily fastened to 
tho sinking ponies, and they were hunted ont by tho 
hoad, tail, logs or saddles: but the members of tho 
vosenesparty were alniost tivelyed Chemselves, uid wore 
only able to keap on the sities by rapidly moving 
their foot. 

Came was plentiful on the shaves of the Ine and 
along the ridges yaks, gon, avis anon, barhel and 
antalope. Ab first Inek was cond against us, [Targroavos 
mul To tamping over hill and dale fram: daybreak to 
dask ad ohtaining ne sport whatever, ‘Tho ngfau 
wore small, with horny af nob more than twenty 
eight inehes, the gazelle were all does, Cha antelope 
wore not wanted, while we missed the lurhel and 
failed in our stalk after yoko ‘Tho bet failure seme- 
what ruflled our epimimity on aevount of the attendant 
ciramnstaness, 

Do had climbed up oa high ridge, aml, together with 
Sabhana, was making ay way long Che tap, whon four 
fine yaks were Koon pomzing in the valley below ina 
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perfect: position for x luk; they ware foeding on the 
far sido of, and aboub 100) yarda distant from, a 
small hillock, Llergreaves, who was working round 
tho lower slopes and who had heen in view for somo 
timo, sew the animals at tho aeme moment. Wo 
attracted cach ofher's abltention by waving our ams, 
and agreed on our plan of action hy meuns of semaphore 
signalling, Sabhane was loading a pony which had heen 

* brought vlong with na, and I now ordered him to take 
the pony on tho othor side of the hill from where I 
was, and when he hoard a shot, to bring ib lo tho spot 
whore tho yaks wore grazing. 

Wo then started our stalk with a favorrable wind, 
Tlargroaves from below und T from above; wo ap- 
proached slowly ut steadily, but, when distant about 
400 yards, one of the yaks hocamo alarmed, throw 
up his head and stwed ab the ridge some 200 
yards to my loft; then the others followed suit; their 
great black tails waved in all direotions—a sure sign 
that they seonted danger, Wo ware quile at a loss to 
understand the eanso, ay thoy wore looking noithor at 
Hargreaves nor mysolf, whilst tho wind waa in tho 
right divcation, ‘Mw excitement, however, was cortainly 
thorg, and, moreover, ib inoveased ; tho animals slowly 
advanced, halted, and thon tamed tail and bolted | 

I voso from my crouching position and saw—our 
precious shikari, Sabhana, quiotly walking down tho 
hill about 200 yards from whore tho yaks had 
been, in full view, dragging the pony behind him! 
This oxport (1) huntsman, whom wo had brought with 
us for ea thousand miles to assisbin the pursuit of game, 
was quite unable to give any reason for his oxtrordinury 
conduct, so in Cuture he was relegated to tho position 
of gun-carvior, with ordors to romain fer in the rear, 
where he could do no ham, 

8 


CHAPTER XV 
A VLEASANT INTRERTADE 


Tint weather during the last Cow lays had hoen glorious, 
and though the cold inerensed day by day, for noarly 
a month from this date we were faveured with alill and 
cloudless worther, Oia worries and ansiatios wore 
mostly over and wore ilyeady nenrly forgotten, and tho 
froo and healthy life in Oho midst of ting seenary and 
the porfoct vir combinad to make our lob a pleasant 
ond, 

Vrom Arn ‘To we striek die weal, the caravan 
passing right bhrough bho ineuntain ranges bho path 
wound along the bed of a strenu at the hottom ofa 
vavine whose provipiton side rose shear hove for 
many humdreds off fet As we wwere new beng op 
aport, Targronves took a rend ta the north aver the 
stooper Hopes, whilst Tonle a wile detent te the 
xouth, passing through a ravine similar ta tho one 
travorsed by the earvin, 

Tho invaluable Shalik halted three miles short 
of the place previously avleeted: for oe eneampment, 
with tho result that Poeun apon the eump quite 
mexpeeladly, while Tlargreaves wer nearly loft ont all 
night.  Seareliepartiog supplied with cundlos were 
dospatehed to look for hin asx soon as to grow dusk, 
ond largo fires wore lightod on Ce neighhouring knolla; 


fortunately he saw the latter, buts dhe night was ae 
ae 
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dark as pitch and aovoral mlahs intorvenod hetwoon 
him and tho aump, i6 was midnight before ho arrived, 
tived and hungry. ‘Botweon ws wo necounted that day 
for threo fine yaks, though in ouch case the heads wors 
disappointing, and tho dillieultios of transport compolled 
us to diseant tho skull and homs, I had tao come 
across sovoral herds of burhel, somo of whieh contained 
good hends, but with thoso I was not so fortunate. I 
fired at ono magnificont specimen, but, boing Loreed to 


tgke « long shot ob about’ 800 yards, misjudged 


the distance, with tho rosult that the bullot passed 
just over the shoulder. 

On arriving in camp, a champa appeared on the 
scone; he was not moro than thirty yoars of age, but 
was ag wrinkled as en old man of ninety, lis outward 
appeaanco was not propossossing—ho was indoseribably 
filthy, wearing the usual sheepskin robo, tho wool of 
which was motted with blood and dirt, whilst his long 
black hair hung in wild profusion round his treo, A 
sword was stuck through his girdle, the sheath onorusted 
with turyuoises and coloured stones, while tho blade 
waa of soft iron, chipped and rusty, 

On sooing him, ow thoughts eb once turned towards 
flour and sniétoo; bub ho doclerad, with much bowing 
und seraping, that ho was quite out of theas com. 
motlitios aud had himself boon hoping to obtain supplics 
from us, IIo xtated thet ho and his family, togothor 
with sheop, goats and threo yaks, ono of which was 
lamo, wore slowly travolling towards their homo, 
distant ahout oighteon marchos further south, ‘Lhe 
two wives and four children all lived togethor in ona 
tont, of tho usual Tibotan pattorn and mado out of 
yok-hair cloth, Woe spacdily got to business, and 
opened up trade by presenting him with tho flosh of 
the three yaks shot, and bought three of his goats, 
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as au drivers wore longing fara taste of this ovil 
amelling animal; he then agro nob only ta ond ug 
two of his yaks for two anarchy bub lo accompany 
vas himsolf{ ‘This addition lo me transport was most 
woleome, and as om Cried informed us thet, ab the 
ond of the two marehes, he word shaw usa good 
nullah for ovis ammon, we veatily agreod to all hig 
propos, Barly Che following inerning he appeared 
on the seono with his twe wives, fone childven and 
to yale, ae 

The nemads whe wander ever (hese valloys aro, 
gonorally, of a nervous and Chnid disposition, wishful 
of nothing but to he lefe alone mnt in pence; thoy are 
novertheless armed to the Weth, as they desire thereby 
to torify tho stamger, whem they look upon as 4 
netuml onomy. As a riya amar ix accompanied by 
hia whole funily, logether with they sheep, goals and 
worldly goods, 

Tho men are of xhort xtature, averaging fone foot 
aleven inches lo five leet, while the waren are von 
silorably snallor; Uney sewn, howevea, to Tee larly, 
and vortainly content suemestilly ayminat ainost 
tatfivournibls gone conditiomes their tiees, hands 
and hodiow ara indeseribably filthy, Imte they apport 
lo suffer no il-eflvets from the diet, either ie health ov 
comfort; when the dirt ix removed, their complexions 
wo of na rather sickly olive Gint, Cheugh the women 
tal chiklren sometimes: Inve a ditt colours ji thoiv 
chooks, ‘The teeth are very bad, usnally ilformed or 
prowling, and vet dafrequently sdtopether destroyed 5 
this mey he due to the fief taut, from Iahyhoad to 
ald aga, they subsist almost. entirely an the flesh of 
animals, whieh, inn half cooked or wholly raw state, 
they tur from the bene as a wild animal tears its 
prey, lows, fseapre aul sweets ace only purtaken 
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of by tho moro woalthy ; tea of an indifferent quality, 
obtained from China, is their principal beverage. 
Indian toa is not regarded with favour, 

The mon seldom weer pigtails, but allow their 
black, greasy hair to grow long and wild; a low 
straggling hairs protruding from above the corners of 
the mouth form thoir only facial adomment, The 
women pay vather more attention to thoir personal 
appearance; their faces occasionally show tho offects 

of an attompt at cloaulinoss, and they assist nature by 
plaiting and decorating tho heir, adding touches of 
colour with turquoises and coloured beads, 

Men, women and children clothe thomsolvos 
ontiroly in roughly tanned sheepskin cloaks, with 
the wool on tho inner sido. Their coats, when loose, 
reach woll below the kneo, but during the day are tied 
up round tho waist; at night, the girdlo is romoved, 
and the coat dyops down so as to form a sleeping- 
gormont. Tho right arm is kept bare in fino weather, 
Hor headgear, small round caps mado of shoopskin, with 
car-flaps, are worn, ‘Trousers and bools made in one 
complete tho garb, A sword, made of soft iron and 
usually much chipped and vust-eaton, is stuck into the 
girdle and crosses tho body in front; this weapon is 
usod ay a moans of abtack and dofonco, for the killing 
of animals and for tho eutting wp of food, 

Tho nomads, though generally cunning, treachor- 
ous and untruthful, avo clover in tho management of 
animals, hard-working, uncomplaining and apparently 
indefatigable ; they require little ox no pay and about 
as much food, though if meat is plontiful they will 
gorge thomyolves to repletion. Ax soon as they undor- 
stand that they have nothing to fear, they quickly 
make thomselvos at home with strangors, giving and 
receiving {realy 
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On the next day Urogrenves and Cohanged plaegs, 
ho taking the sentharn and TE the northern voute, while 
tho evrevan, as before, moved: tia atraiplit line batween 
nas wo were both fortunate ine lagging a tine yal, 

T eume epon mine xonew hat Uneapeetelly, ag he 
was doging ina small ravine; the wind wes favorable, 
tho distance right and the position goad, and no 
tedious stall was therefore necessary. The heal and 
shoulders wore tured away from ome, and on necoms 
of tho immense wnat of flesh and lone whieh: the 
bulloé had to penetrate at this angle, it expanded 
bofore reaching his heart. 

To an instant he was an his hye and galloping 
down tho valley; two shots, however, from ci 809 
in rapid succession slapped hin, and alter ae fiw seconds 
ho slowly turned round and sank upon his knees, 1 
clambered down the slope, and almost vane on the 
top of him before To rendised Chat he was not yot lend, 
T sew a blak mass of moving hairy a waving tail, a 
lowoved head and a heady liek eye fa a moment 
we fecal ouch other, and then ft trend Gul My 
rotroal way, however, brie’, and fairly dignified, for 
the yak never ameved aa ineh, ‘The athiek wey 
quickly renewed, — Rot nme renin we eiveled, ie 
with the objent of keeping ime in front, £ with (he 
desire of finding a vital xpot exposed, At last an 
opportunity aveurred, and the aight y: least sbygeored 
wad sank with a ladlet, Charen the side; nt althongh 
Hoth shoulders were lroken, he agit at rnggeledd te yin, 
and three more shote wore nealed before die immense 
head was slowly Jawored ane the yale lay clea, 

Sabla and fo wore hy ourselves, and six weary 
hours were spent ab the task et separating the lend 
from the teak; ite proved te Tae almost fae anel 
for us, owing to ome inability te turn the harly over, 
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We porsevered, however, (aking tun mut tam shout, 
ati) ab last the words was finished, 

Tho question now arose ad to how to geb the head 
to camp, for it weighed about 100 Th, and neither 
Sabhana nor myself were particuhudy anxious lo trekle 
it; wo accordingly decided to give the load ta the 
pony, ‘This animal, howavor, happened to bo ab the 
moment deoidedly fractions, and nothing would por- 
suado him to Tet us bring the loud near; though he 
could not make any complaint by word of mouth, ho 
had plonty of ways of making himsoll cisagreoable 
and his intentions perfeetly clear, Round and round 
ho wont, wo doggedly following, dragging or carrying 
the hoad between ux, 

Thon wo tied his forologs together, whereupon ho 
reared on his hindlegs; thon hia oyes wore bandaged 
and his oars tied with string, and wo thought that we 
had overcome onr dillienltios, But ow: triumph was 
short-lived, Lor wo found it impossible to tio the head 
on lo the saddle; first it slipped to one side, then 
to the other, and when wei funeied uit tho task was 
mastorad, the first movement of the pony brought the 
head to the ground with a erash, 

Wo struggled like this for an hour, het and angry, 
abusing the pony and leathing the trophy, until wo 
docided to leave it Mlogothor. I suggested that somo 
of tho hwy follows in eamp should fotch it in for ua, 
and Sabhana offered no objection, Wo therefore loft 
tho head whoro it was, covering it with reper, Ko As bo 
give tho wolves the idoa that a trap hed boon laid to 
onsnaro them. 

Noxt morning ovr ruso was found to have been 
suecossfal, for the caraso had been attacked, but the 
head, with its suspicions-looking ropes, was untouched, 

On the way huek lo the lonts, which of coursa 
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wore vob whers we expeeled to find them, mimy ald 
camping-grounds were passed, At thin dato, however, 
Seplomber Ist, the yallay was nninhwbited, as the 
wandering bands of nomads whe had been here onvtioy 
in tho year wore now on their way southward, for 
wintor was steadily approaching, 


CHAPTER XVI 
PROUMLE WITH TIE MEN 


Wr halted here a day in order to bring in the yuk's 
head, mt thongh both Margreaves ant 1 originally 
inlonded to leke matters easy, Che eluncs of securing 
a fine ovis anmon proved more then wo eo resist, 
ant before the sma was high in the heavens both sob 
off in senveh of sport. 

After mnch oxertion [xneceeded in climbing a rocky 
ridge which Jay five miles to the south, Ugh my 
oflorts were quite mnrewarded, for T vould seo nothing 
but doo antelope, doe gazelle, and fende nyan. 

Tlargreuves, however, was more snewssfil sho 
discovered three buck gazelfo, and, ashe stalked then 
from above and the wind was in the right direetion, 
succeeded in bagghys all threo ‘Phese gazelle or 
gow me tho most hountiftl of all the gazelle spevios, 
and are porhaps among the loveliest animals in 
oroulion, 

A herd of shout 800 cow yaks mid young wore acon 
grazing on the hillside within aw milo of the comp, int 
they bool no noties of ua, and i was nob until the 
following day, when the whet changed and they got 
our seant, Uhab Uney changed their position. 

The native guide led ua to believe hat tho loug- 
expected ovia mumon ualleh would he found at the 
ent of the next march, and iat an old gold-digger 


and his son had faken up then abode in the valley. 
HL 
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Though the ovis ammon wore conspicuous by thoir 
absence, we came upon tho two human beings quite 
unexpectedly, as they wore pancofully cooking a meal 
beneath an overhanging rock. hoy expressed no 
surprise ab our appoaranco, and aftr a short grooting, 
continued thoix culinary oporationa with perfoat mn- 
concern. 

Thoy wore a curious pair, Tho ot man muat havo 
boon seventy years of ago, while his son was nob moro 
than five. They cortainly proxentod an interesting 
study, for with nothing bué an overhanging rook for 
sholtor and a hole in tho cliff’ as a storehouse, they 
wore living in squalor and poverty, but in porfoot 
content. ‘Cho quarters of a kiang lay on the ground, 
together with a few dirty ruga, a bag of ten and o 
rusty gun; a cooking-pot was ausponded over the firo, 
but neither flonr, sugar, nor salt wore visible, 

The old man seomed frnnk and straightforward, Ho 
told us ‘that he and the child had come to the valley 
six weeks before to dig for gold, during which time 
they hed lived on wild agues’ flesh; that muoh rich 
oarth was reudy for washing, and that he expected his 
wifo and other sons to arrive in a fow daya to help him 
finish tho work; ho added that he had tea, but no 
othor luxury. 

The child was o weird little creature, with matted 
hair ond protruding testh; he was practioally naked, 
wearing only a sheepskin over his shoulders, and 
showed not the slightest four of ua, On rising the 
following morning, we saw him sented, comfortable 
and happy in hia aorap of sheopskin (though there 
wore 20 dogroos of frost), toning at a groat piece 
of half-cooked mont and gnawing at the hone, Wo 
gave him half'a tin of condensed milk, with which he 
was hugely delighted, promptly sticking his dirty 
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little fingors into it and sucking them until they 
finally became clean. 

Our Jato guide here took loave of us and handed 
us over to tho caro of the old man, who oxprossed 
hia willingness to accompany us for two marches, 
together with, of course, the small boy; farther than 
that he would not go, for fom of the authorities, 
Fle told us thab when he had started from Leh in 
Juno, tho news of our entry into Tibet had reached 
Rudok, whereupon the dzongpon of that place had 
ordered out tho soldiers in hia district end sent them 
all ovor tho country to sonrch for us, with orders to 
find and turn us back along the road by which wo 
had ontoved, ‘Tho search was fruitloss, though the 
soldiers wero away for a fortnight; on their return 
to Rudok, they had informed tho authorities that 
wo wore nowhere in Tibet and had in all probability 
crossed into Chinese ‘Turkestan, 

Tho old Tibetan onrefully stowed away in o hole 
the kiang flesh and tho, dirty odds and onds, and 
covered them wp with atones; then we set out, Tho 
morning was vory cold, and the swift ruming rivor 
frozon to a depth of half an inch, Tho passage waa 
consequently bitterly cold for those who could not got 
a ride, and thoro was not room for everyone; wo had 
intended to put the boy on a pony’s back, but ho 
waded through the icy water of his own accord with 
perfect unconcern. 

The journcy was a long and fatiguing one of twenty 
miles, over a groat stony plain, whore neither wator 
nor grass wore to be found; nevertholoss, antelope 
wore seen wandering about and wild yaks wore grazing 
on the spurs to the east. 

During tho latter half of tho march the ponies 
atraggled badly, and on returning to the road takon 
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by tho caravan from a stalk aftor a gon, Y camo across 
two of the ponies, quite worn out, boing holpod along 
by Soonam Tilney and Tunduk. Both animals wore 
heavily Inden, and as the chancos of their roaching 
camp with thoir prosout loads wore amall, ruga, sking 
and horns wore casi away, and tho smallor articles 
givon to tho men to cmry; with their loada thus 
lightonod, tho ponios managed to reach camp as dual 
sot in, 

Now it should bo undorstood that Abdul Khalik, 
tho caravan-drivor, was in charge of all the animals, 
and Soonam Tilnoy, to whom thoso two ponies belonged, 
had requested on tho march that thay might bo rolieved 
of a portion of their loads, Khalil bluntly refused, 
and apparently added a fow unploasint romarke, 

Of late the ill-fecling botweon the Argoon Mussul- 
mand and the Ladaki Buddhists had beon stondily 
inoreasing; ib had oxiginated in tho natural antipathy 
betweon the two racos, and had grown aa thoy had beon 
thrown nore and more togothor. 

On ronching tho camping-ground, wa comanded 
an oxplanation from Khalik of the desortion of those 
ponies ; ho doniod all responsibility and accused Soonam 
Tilney of disrespect, Wo sevoroly reprimanded him, 
upon which he turned on lig lool anc mado for 
his tont. ‘Ton minutes afterwards, whon having ton, 
wo saw’ Khalik, laden with ruga, bocding ote, pass in 
froné of our tont and move up tho nullah, closdly 
followed by Heder Khan, a Yarkandi who was a gort 
of slave to him, 

Wo called out, asking him whore ho waa going, but 
received no answor; a sccond summons wag also void 
of rogult, Thon wo orderod him to halt, and, on 
overtaking him, wore received with a torrent of 
abuse, ta the affect that he and the man with him 
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wore lonving at onco, that thoy wore now noar somo 
inhabited placo, and ho would not stay with us a day 
longer, while wa might go to holl! 

Now Kholik had beon brought with ua for the 
oxpress purposo of dealing with any Tibetans wo might 
moet, and tho boliof was still chorishod that ho had 
great influonco with those poople, so wo naturally 
yefuscd to let him go and ordoved him to return; 
this ho flatly declined to do. 

Turning from him for a moment, Hedor Khan was 
ordered Lack to camp; he was on the point of obeying 
when he caught Khalik's cye—ho loathed the bashi, 
but fear outweighod hatred and he waited. Ho did 
not wait long, howover ; 0 vory little forcible persuasion 
was all that was neoded to sond him back a saddor and 
wigor man. 

Khalik, nevertheless, refusod to movo a atop back 
and dared us todo our worst, The Argoons, who feared 
him to a man and oboyed him implicitly, wore now 
standing together, cagerly watching tho scone and 
waiting to soo the upshot; wo know that thoy would 
range thomsclves on tho winning sido, Wo had 
particular ronsona for not wishing to touch Khalik, ond 
though his mannor of late had beon almost unbearable, 
it was cdatermined not to procesd to extromitios unloss 
absolutely necossary, 

Hargroaves placed himsolf in front of Khalik, in 
ordor to stop his progross, and the gun was sent for; as 
soon as it arrived, we drew a line on tho ground and 
then stepped back ton paces, giving Khalik the choice 
of walking ovor the line ond being shot, or roturning to 
his tent, 

Tt woa a oritioal moment; no one spoke a word, 
Kalik looked at us, and we at him. A minute passed, 
and thei—the crisis was ovor, and Khalik turned, 
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threw down his load and abrodo back to his tent. ‘The 
Argoons, who had looked throatoning and defiant, alink 
away to thoir cooking-pote, 

An hor afterwarda, the Ladki, Soonam Sirring, 
whom wo knew to bo fnithful, camo to our Lont and 
told us that ho had hoard thoas Argoons declaro that, 
whon it was davk, they would take the ponios and 
go. This, of courao, had to bo prevented, so Soonam 
Siming was sont out to wate the animals and drive 
thom closo in to our tenis; our guns wore also 
placed in a handy and conspicuous position. The 
evening, however, passed in ponco, and nothing un- 
toward occurred during the hours of darkness, 

On leaving our tont onrly the noxt morning, wo 
wore greoted by the men with many salaams and evory- 
ono was on his best behaviour, A sharp look-out was 
kept for some daya, but from this time the conduat of 
tho men was all that could be desired, und no furthor 
signs of discontont wore acon, 


CHAPTER XVIT 
STOPPRD BY TIBETANS 


To caravan crossed « low pass, made its way through 
a narrow oulting, and somewhat unexpectedly entered 
into a rolling, grassy valley which stretched away to 
tho west as far as the eye could reach; not a soul 
was in sight, and, though wo examined tho ground 
most carefully, could find no trace of human beings. 
By tho position of tho mountains, howover, it was 
clom that wo were now on tho atraight road to 
Rudok, 

The surrounding country was teeming with animal 
lifo, and yaks and gazollo wero seon in abundance; 
sond-grougo wore algo plontifal, far moro so than on the 
earlior part of the journoy. They wore so ridiculously 
tame that wo never once succecded in getting a 
sporting shot; when approached, they just waddled 
on ahead, and if we ran, they fluttored a little way 
in front. ‘Tho only thing to do when we wanted to 
obtain a bag waa to fire at thom os they sat on tho 
ground, and evon this treatmont scarcely ruffled thoir 
tempors, Wo pnascd from covey to covey, taking 
toll from each, leaving the remainder as calm and 
undiaturbod as when firat discovered. 

Tt was o vary different matter with the goa, for T 
have novor come across wilder animals, We saw many, 
but only obtained one shot, and that ab a running 
animal; tho bullot unfortunately broke tho poor 
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beast’s log, and he managed to get cloar away on 
the remaining three. 

The whole of tha next day was spont in endeavours 
to ciroumvent these gazelle, They were wilder than 
over, and stall: after atalk failed; i6 was not until 
Inte in the afternoon that o really favourable oppor- 
tunity occurred, and two gazalle wore discovored lying 
down in a small ravine, Jt was a simplo stalk, and 
T managed to approach within thirty yarda without 
being seen. Both animals avonted dangor, and made 
ready for flight; but it. was too late, and I bagged 
the two, being particularly pleased to find that the 
larger was tho solf-samo animal J had wounded 
on the previons day; his leg had beon smashed to 
pieces just above the hook, but already the wound 
appeared to be healing, He must have made a large 
cireuit before reaching this spot, as he had dis- 
appeared from sight going in exactly the opposite 
direction. 

Hargreaves proved even more successful, for besides 
gotting 1 good goa, he came across two wolves, a 
black and o yellow, tho Intter of which he killed; 
though very plentiful in this country, it seldom 

- happens that they allow man to appronch cloge enough 
for a shot. 

Yaks wore constantly encountered but were never 
fired at, as tho camp waa fully supplied with meat, and 
the overburdened ponies wore quite unable to carry 
away the horns. 

Every valley was keonly searched for an ovis 
ammon, Nota single ram was found, though fomales 
and young were fairly numoroua, and o few old, 
broken horne sonttored about tho ravines suggested 
that the vama visit these parts ab some season of 
the year, No human beings wore seen in the valley, 
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and ow guide, who how refused to accompany us 
farthor, accounted for this by saying that everyons 
‘had gono to Rudok to attend a festival which was 
boing held at that placo, Whatovor tho cause, no 
‘one appeared to bar our progress, 

Once more tho convoy crossed tho route taken 
by Donay when boing oscorted back by tho Tibetans 
on hig flyat expedition; then wo made our way noroas 
a watorloss plain, and along tho banks of a frosh-wator 
atroam which rosa suddenly in powerful volume from 
the avid ground. 

Tho sacred town of Rudok now lay at no. gront 
distanco ahead, a place we were exceedingly anxious to 
gee, The ponies wore therofore urged along at topmost 
apoed, for ovory milo now covered, lossoned the chanoos 
of our being turned back along the road wo had come, 
A sharp look-out was kept on all the valloys running 
notth and south, but not a soul was seen, 

Presontly, however, we recelved a shook, for, on 
the path we were taking, Lr ‘appeated tho fresh 
imprints of a pony’s ‘hoofs which led along-the divoob 
yond to Rudok, The onimal-had sometimes ambled: 
and sometimes walked; after a short distance, i6 had 
been joined by o second, and then by a.third, all 
travelling in the same direction. . as 

Two or threo deserted fireplaces were secon and, 
oxamined, and one was found to be still quite warm, 
having probably boon used within the last. twenty-four 
hours, Tho important point now arose, as.to whether 
tho people, whoever they wore, had seen us; if-so, they 
had, in all probability, ridden-on: to giveinformation to 
the authorities of our approach, atid to warn the whole 
countryside,. Wa determined, therofore, to mako a 
aah for it, 

Wo had Intely boon steadily desconding, and wore 
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now not moro than 14,800 fob abovo son-lovol ; gazollo, 
birds and insools wore moro plentiful, but yak and 
antelope wero no longor lo be soon. Grass again 
began to fail, and the aparacly scattered blades wore 
withering fast; as a result tho ponios’ ribs bogan to 
show in a painful mannor and thoy woariod of thoir 
mavohos much more quickly than before, This was 
not at all encournging, and did not hold out much 
chance of our winning tho vaco upon which wo had 
embarked; morooyor, tho country ahond did not scam 
to show any improvomont upon that in which we 
were now travelling, but appeared to consist of rugged 
limostone spurs and ridgos running in all diraotiona, 

Bum Tso was reached during the afternoon and 
the camp pitched on the wostern shore, Tho waters 
of this lake contained no salt or soda, but wore dig. 
tinotly foul and evil-smolling, No exit could bo spon 
for the surplus wator, though it is moro than probable 
that at cortain seasons of tho year tho lako ovorflows 
ita banks, Tho shoros are flat and composed of mud, 
and tho stream which we had boen following, and which 
wo had boon compelled to ford, omptios itsolf into the 
lako, ' 
On tho shores and covering tho aurfaco of tho water 
wero countless thousands of gamo-birda: bar-hoaded 
goose, pintails, mallards and toal, and n fow of the 
noisy, flsh-onting brehmini duck, Owing to tho entire 
sbsonce of cover, a noar approach was impossible, ao wo 
had to shoot with a rifle, and, by this moana, managod 
to scoure five fat goese, In tho vivor-bed, busho—~ 
the flust soon for months—grew in tangled profusion, 
and afforded a homo to innumerable haros, which sourriod 
in and out at tho approach of tho caravan, Wild 
rhubarb was to he found ovorywhero, bub its atoms 
wore tough and tasteloas, 
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On leaving Bum Tso, 2 long and tiring pass, dovoid 
of wator and. vogotation, was ascended; but our hopes 
of roaching Rucok increased, aa there wore no signs of 
human beings, Lute in the afternoon threo black dots 
wore goon on the plain, which were taken to bo wild 
yoke; clogo to thom lny a pool of water, towards which 
wo divested our weary footsteps, On drawing noar, 
tb was observed that tho yaks kopt vory still: tho 
ginasos wore brought to boar, and it at onco became 
evidont that thoy woro uot yaks but tovts, Our 
prosonco obviously created o groat sonaation, for men 
could bo secon paasing hastily from tont to tent, and 
our lator arrival was grooted with much “ salaaming” 
and “jooing,” | 

The party consisted of three mon, five womon and 
five childvon, though the actual relationship could not 
he detormined, Tho olcdost man, acting as spokosman, 
was dirty, unkempt, groy-haired creature, and spont 
most of his time with his tonguo thrust out to its fulloat 
oxtont, ‘This was his form of grooting, and, a8 wo had 
never seen it bafore, it took us somewhat by surprise ; 
one gots used Lo moat things in time, however, evon to 
tho sight of a ved tonguo continually prowuding hom 
a black face, ; 

The tonts wore of the usual pattern, the cloth mado 
from the hair of yaks, and fixed together in auch o 
mannor as to loave a long slit at the ridge, in order to 
allow of the escapo of smoke from the fire inside, Tho 
apace within was enlarged by the covering being pulled 
out hore and thoro with ropes, generally pegged to the 
ground by means of antelope home, 

Tho old man not only informed us that he was a 
bountry gentloman, ond that ho spent his summors at, 
this apot tonding his flooka and hords, but also that a 

1 Joo hail, 
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great gold-field, named Munak Thok, lay about cight ov 
nino milos distant, We mada up our minds to visit 
this placo in order to gob supplios for both man and 
beast, for on this day tho Inst atom of tho drivors’ 
rations had disapponrod—tho four Kashmiris had still 
four days’ supplies loft, whilst Hargreavoa and I had 
sufficient to last for five days. Our new frionda quickly 
brought stacks of fuol, and, what was much moro to tho 
taste of tho drivers, bowls of milk, 

Wo wore now only cight marches from Rudok, and 
congratulated ourselves on having got so far without 
moeting with any signs of hostility from tho natives, 
Tho further information was obtained that a road ran 
south from Munak Thok to tho village of Gartok, whore 
there was a monastory, in which luilding the governor 
of the district lived, 

In the evening tho goats and sheop, of which there 
wore many hundreds, wore drivon in; in order to 
provont thoir straying, thoy wore tied closely togother, 
neck to neck, facing in opposite divootions, and aftor- 
wards scoured in long lines to one aloub ope, If a 
shoop or goat wished to lio down, it had to wait until 
ita noighbour was of tho samo mind or run thg risk of 
hoing strangled. 

A. ndo awakoning awaited us, for at daybroak on 
tho following morning the sound of raised and angry 
voicos was hoard without our tont; progontly tho 
tont-door was lifted and the frightenod {noo of a 
Kashmiri prosontod itaolf, A shaky voico gasped out 
tho nows that twonly armed Tibetans had arrived on 
tho scone for the purpose of putting on ond to our 
furthor advance, Now, wo thought, was tho time for 
Rhalik to display his talenta, and ho was ab onco told 
off to put into practice his mivnonlous and porsunaive 
powers, Jn tho moantimo wo crossed, and thon wont 
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out to seo for ourselves how mattors slood, Khalik 
informing us that the Tibotans refused to liston to 
what ho had to aay. 

Wo wore confronted by a dirty, villainous-looking 
crow. Thoy wore all armed to tho tooth, cach man 
carrying © long matchlock, oithor in his hand or 
slung across his back; swords wore stuck through 
thoir girdlos, and all carried long spoars, while some 
had in addition bows and arrows. Thoy grooted us 
with angry, scowling looks, but whon informed of 
tho facts of the case, that thore was no flour, grain, 
ghee, or any other foodstuif romaining, and conso- 
quently wo intonded to go on, thoy were rather taken 
aback and rotived to hold anothor consultation, 

Wo had breakfast, loaded up the ponies and struck 
our camp; while this was boing dono, more mon 
came dropping in from all direotions, but oven now 
they could not mako up their minds what to do. 
Keoping well together, tho drivers on tho outside and 
the pontos in a hord in thp contro, tho caravan sot 
out afvesh, The Tibetans did not know how to not, 
or what to do to atop us; they followed in a body, 
half a milo in tho roar, silont and sullen, Reinforco- 
ments, however, soon apperrod to oncourage thom, 
mon apringing up as if by magic from all dirootions 
from apparently barron nullahs, until over fifty wore 
gathorod togothor. 

Evon thon all might have beon well, had not an 
old lama, dressed in clingy red clothes, arrived on the 
scone; he camo hastening along on foot, shouting to 
us from a distance to stop, Naturally, this domand 
was not complied with. Hot and foaming with rage, 
he finally overtook the caravan, and attompted to 
seize one of the men, 

Tho drivers carried botweon thom two carbines, o 
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hoavy rifle and a gun, but bofore loaving camp the 
greatest caro had beon talon to seo thet all weapons 
wore unloaded, for we had dotermined that, unless the 
Tibetang actually fired upon ua or wounded any of our 
- men, we would not fire upon them. 

Tho Iona kept on urging his pooplo to soizo us, 
and now the Argoons and the Ludakia bohaved woll ; 
whenever ono of the Tibetans, bolder than his follows, 
approached to stop our progross, he recoived a prod in 
tho chest ov a rap over the head with a Ahtd stiok, 
The rifles also were freoly used for prodding, the 
muzzles boing found oxcollont for this purpose, ‘Lhe 
Kashmizis, ‘moanwhile, kopt well in tho contre, away 
from danger, shouting lustily, 

The Tibetans became more and more daring ag 
thoy porccived that we would not fire, and tho 
scrimmage waxed hotter and hotter. Blows wore 
given and returned with interest, and all tho time 
the caravan continued to move slowly on, 

This stato of things,.however, could not go on 
for long, and at laat our opponanta auddenly changed 
thoi tactics ; ab a command from the lama, all dropped 
thoir worpons and with ono accord rushed in upon us, 

Resistance on our part waa soon ovor, for thoy 
wore cighty to our twenty, Wo wore soizad hy the 
oms and legs and firmly hold, ‘Lho shouting was 
appalling, while tho ponies, unused to such ¢lamouy, 
lost thoix hoads and stampeded, In their weal 
stato, and Jaden as they wore, the majority foll, 
and being too much burdened to rise, lay kicking 
whore they were. The Tibetans, however, did not got 
a ainglo rifle—wo had to draw the lino somewhere, 

Then wo adopted the plan of smiling upon our 
adversarica and patting them on the buck—a course 
of weatmont which surprised thom oxuaodingly, and 
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caused thom to relonxo us, Thoy held wa inipromptn 
ducbar on Lhe spol, which Jasted for two hours; 
Khalik abiendod on our sido, and of course waa given 
a freo hand to do what he could. 

Noithor sido would give way an inch; wo insisted 
upon going straight on, and tho lama was determined 
that wo should roturmn by the way wo had come, Wo 
ixiod bluft: if thoy would not allow us lo procood 
poacofully, wo would foro our way to Cartok, which 
was on the diveet road to Lhasa, Wo maintained that 
we wore atvong cnough to fight with the wholo district 
if foreed to do so; anyhow, wo refused to go back, 

At length » compromiso was fixed upon, as follows; 
on condition that thoy promised to bring grain for 
the ponios and Warley and ghee for oursolves, wo 
wore willing to roturn to our Inst camp, and thore await 
the arival of the hondman of tho district, provided 
that he came within twenty-four hours, They said 
that this hoadman would oive almost ob once, na the 
alarm had beon passed along the valley. 

Accordingly wo trudged back, and pitched the tonta 
on our old oamping-ground by the pond, still oscorted 
by a goodly number of ourehptors, though several had 
ridden away towards Munak Thok, for the purpose, so 
thoy docluxed, of bringing tho promised grain. 

Afto: the tents wero .pilohod, it was considered 
wlvisable to givo our opponents an exhibition of our 
powors of markemanship. It was ax good aa a play 
to watch tho oxpressions of nstonishmont on their 
fncos as tho shots wero placed enoh o hundred yards or 
xo beyond the other, and as the bulleta ricochated 
acroas tho anndy plain, raising small clouds of dust 
wherever they atruck. The olimax was reached when 
the magazine waa uscd, for thoy had novor heard oy 
dreamt of such a dovico, 
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Without doubt this crontod a groat impression on 
tho enomy, but caro was, novertholess, taken to 
strongthon the guard ovor our ponios, and tho animals 
were compolled to pick up what grazing thoy could 
close at hand, for had tho Tibetans stolen our benats, 
we should have boon complotoly at thoir morey, Ag 
night closed in, our oscort inovongod, a steady stroam 
of mon arriving post haste, tho jingling of tho bolls 
on the trappings of their ponies heing hoard far over 
the plain, 

At 9 pan, the hoadman arived, 

Wo had by this time carefully matured our plan 
of action; it was necossary for us to take tho bull 
by the horns and boldly play tho gamo of bounce, 
Khalik was at onco sont to the headman's tont with 
minuto instructions as to what ho waa to say. Hero 
ho domanded a full apology for the insults received: it 
was veprosoniod that we, who wore peacoful travellors, 
had boon set upon, while quiotly marching along the 
plain, by a sot of ruffians; wo had not only boon 
touched by thom, but actually soizod round the loga 
and arms; that gomoono must suffer for this; auch dis 
gracoful treatment was absolutely unheard of, ata. ote, 

The voply camo from the headman to the offect 
that he was extromely sorry that we had been subjected 
to such indignity, and ho would como ovor himaelf 
in the morning and malko an amplo apology, 

This sounded vory promising, but it remained to 
be seon whother the official's doods would ho as good 
as hia words, 


OHAPTER XVIII 
TURNED DAOK 


On inquiry it was found that tho so-called country 
rosidonco of the venorable old gontloman with the 
protruding tongue waa, in reality, a watehguard 
placod to bar the road to Rudok from tho east, and 
that our host had, while protesting his willingness to 
sorve us, sont off messengers to tho gold-fiolds to 
givo information of our arrival. 

Grave doubts wore ontortaincd ag to whether tho 
new arrival was a suficiently important personage for 
us to deal with, for tho Tibetans will never sond a 
man of highor rank than,is absolutely noceasary for 
any purpose, and Lhoy aro, ag is woll known, adopts at 
the art of delay. Turther rosistance, however, was out 
of tho quostion, for wo know that those people would 
bo porfostly willing to sacrifice thoir lives if called 
upon to do so hy tho Jamas, and, above ovorything, wo 
wanted to avoid bloodshed. 

Their mothods of provonting travellers from Los 
passing in thoir country are cortainly offective. They 
make no appeal to arma—bub rather to loga; if thoy 
fought, they would in all probability bo dofented, and 
possibly annihilated ; they therefore seizo the caravan 
animala, Lav the road, clasp the intruder round the 
waist, bare their chosta and ask to be shot; wheroupon 
the travollor is rondored utterly poworless, 

Wo succooded in photographing our opponents, 
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much against their will; the illustration hardly doos 
justice to the extraordinary specimens of humanity 
collected before the camora, for cunning, bostiality and 
ignorance wore stampod upon ovory {aco, 

For this state of things tho lamas are vosponsible ; 
the people are ontively aubject to them, and it is their 
aim to koop strangors out of tho land, for thoy know 
that with tho forcignor would ontor knowledgo, 
and a sproad of learning is tho lost thing thoy 
desivo, 

Tt waa also doubtful whether our captors would 
fulfil their part of the compact and bring the promised 
supplies on the following day, or whathor, instead of 
grain, wo might not find more armed men. On loaving 
tho tont soon after sunrise, however, wo found that 
the provisions had heen brought in during the night; 
there was not a great quantity, certainly, but sufficient 
for our immodiate wants, and enough to show that we 
wore being fairly dealt with, 

Five transport yaks, ton sheep, cighty pounds 
of subtoo, sixty of grain, six pounds of buttor wud nino 
packots of sugar had hoon colleatad in one place, and 
these wore purchased, much to the relief of our drivora, 
but, noodless to way, ab an oxorbitant price, After 
sooing theso goods snfoly stowed away, tho hendman 
wos sont for. There was barely time to tidy and 
arrango tho tont before ho arrived, followed by half 
a dozon of the escort, 

Ho was mot outside, and treated with marked 
coldness until the promised apology had been made, 
after which we thought it well to unbond, and asked 
him into the tent, whore he was presented with a ailk 
scarf; a similar gift waa made to the next mon in 
rank, but the old lama, who insisted on coming in as. 
wall, got nothing—much to his disgust. 
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The firsts half-hour was spent in arguing as to 
which yond wo should take, and in drinking ton At 
tho ond of that time we were no nearer a solution 
than when wo started, but the toa, and occasional 
glassos of liquour brandy, were slowly having an effect 
on both parties; first the Tibetans would concede a 
point, then we did likewise, until ab last a plan was 
fixed upon more or logs satisfactory to both, 

On condition that we promised not to try to reach 
Rudok, they agreed to let us proceed up a valloy 
lying duo north and exactly half way between the 
yoad wo had intended to take and the ono by which 
we had come ; they said that this valley was impaseablo, 
but wo docided to try it. 

A ourious and interesting piece of information was 
received from them during the conversation, to tho 
offeot that a British force waa thon ab Khamba Dzong, 
in Hastern Tibet. This at the time we would not 
believe, for on setting out threo months previously no 
rumours of the contemplated Tibet Mission bad. then 
roachod ua, 

Woe dotormined to start at-onco, in order that the . 
Tibetans might not have a chanos of changing their 
minds, While tho camp waa being struck, Hargreaves 
and I had time to examine more carefully the outward 
appoaranos of the later comers, Thoy wore obviously 
of & superior olags and all well mounted; many carried 
banners of gorgeous hues; the trappings of their 
ponies wore very handsome, the sturdy little boasts 
being almoat covered with brilliant saddlo-cloths and 
strings of tinkling bells, and looking particularly 
effective ab a distance. 

With many oxpressions of regret on both sides, 
the caravan get out about midday. We woro nob 
ontirely goparated, however, from the Tibotans, for 
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the unplonsant old lama, togothor with throo men to 
attend to the yaks, accompaniod us. 

The xoad led straight into the heart of the 
mouniaing, and though wo travelled until it was dark 
wo soomed to got vory little nearer tho head of the valloy 
than we were when we loft camp. Tho old lama stuck 
to us like a leech; his anxiety for our welfare was 
. most touching, He declared that he would nevor 

loave us until wo wore safe on British torritory ; if any 
misfortune woro to happon to us, he would novor 
forgive himsolf, He was partioularly suspicious about 
the plane table—for wo still continued to work at our 
map—and closely oxamined it with his little beady 
black eyes, Ho know that wo wore putting down 
mountains and rivorg on it, bub could make nothing of 
it himself; wo, however, did not at all caro for this 
close sorutiny, and distrusted him profoundly. Accord. 
ingly, the map was kopt carefully conconled, and on 
returning to the camp after tho day's work it waa 
yemoved from the board and an old printed ono 
substituted in its place 

Wo hac beon told that the bod of the valley was 
impassable for animal trangport; bub, aa expoated, this 
information proved to bo falao, for the road to the top 
of the paas was quite oagy, 

That night « sovera misfortune odourred in the 
deeth of two of the ponies; one of thom was Ram 
Singh’s viding-pony, « handsome animal, which hod 
mony a time distinguished itself by its climbing 
powors, 

The country into which we were now entering 
was of an unpromising nature; gaunt, crumbling 
pinnacles and cliffs rose on cithor side, divided by 
great slopes of disintegrated limestone; boulders were 
soattored over tho barren ravines, bub not a blado 
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of grass or a drop of water was to bo soon, Our 
guide, however, lod tho caravan to a tiny pool, hidden 
in a side nullah—tho ono service for which we had 
to thank him-—and this supplied just enough water 
for ono drink apicce. After the ponies had partially 
quenched their thirst, they wore given a pound of 
grain each, ag no grass could be found. 

Burhol woro plontiful on tho crests bordoring the 
valloys, making it evidont that grass grow somowhoro 
close by ; Hargreaves shot one, and thus rolioved us of 
the nocossity of killing any of tho sheop. 

From this dato the scantiness of our supplies com- 
. polled us to put everyone on half rations, as wo did not 
know when wo should be able to obtain more food; 
this state of things is for from being agreonble, and 
brings home to one in a forcible manner tho bless 
ings of plonty. It was long before wo woro to he ablo 
to experience the fecling of satisfaction and content 
mont conferred by a plentiful and woll-cooked dinner ;' 
fortunately, however, we were well supplicd with toa 
and tobacco, and with those at hand even life in Tibet 
cannot assume a quite hopoless aspeat, 

Ono reault of the outting down of rations was that 
the Lndakis preferred a request that they might bo 
givon thoir share of the remaining food and not havo 
it mixed with tho vations of the Argoons, as they 
were distrustful of the result; everyone shaved equally, 
cach xaco of men having a correct amount allotted, 
whether they were Axrgoons, Ladakis, Kashmizis, or 
British, 

We had to take observations for latitude evory 
night with the thoodolite, and wore anxious to allay 
the suspicions of the old lama; tho plan pursued by 
Captain Bower in Western China was consequently 
adopted, and found to suecoced admirably. ‘The 
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theodolite was placed in a conspicuous position outside 
the tent, and tho lama was informed that wo wore 
about to say our prayers, and neither he nor hie mon 
wero to como near or disturb us in any way while 
at our devotions, Observations in this mannor were 
taken every day quite openly, and tho performance 
was always looked upon with reverence by our oscort, 
and, indead, by all tho Tibotans mot with, 

Wo moved on tho noxt day, and fortunatoly entered 
a moro favourablo valloy, whore both grass and water 
wore found, and gon could bo secon grazing on the 
hillside, 

In tho evening, much to our surprise, wo wore 
joined by tho headman from whom wo had parted 
two days before; ho and the two others with him 
had evidently riddon after us to geo that wo wore 
not playing them somo trick, Thoy mado themselves 
most agroenblo, and gavo us a wolcome prosont of 
four pounds of butter and ten pounds of suttoo, 
The dzongpon also supplied much information about 
the country and the people, speaking freely on all 
subjects but tho tabooed one of gold, and in particular 
the rich gold-Aeld of Thok Jalung, 

In the morning thoy all loft with the oxoeption of 
two, one of whom, unfortunately, was tho old villain 
of a lama, We did all wo know to make him sick of 
tho business: ho was made to collect fuel, fotch water, 
and nob ag’ maid-of-all-work, but all to no purposs; wo 
even went so fur as to take his pony and load it up 
with our baggage, but he trudged doggedly on behind, 
with hia little ferret eyes uncensingly fixed on ua. 

From the desoription given in his book, I gathor 
that Dy. Svon Hedin was stopped by the same 
guard that tuned us north; I am uncortain of the 
exact route followod from tho point where ho wos 
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stopped, but ho seoma to have traversed the vory 
_valloy wo wore about to enter, and of it writes: 
“JT would rathor cross the Desert of Gobi a dozen 
times than travel through Tibet once again in winter, 
It is impossible to form any conception of what it is 
like: ib ia a voritable via dolorosa,” 

‘Tho caravan noxt made a fatiguing march aovoss a 
great salt basin, and no wator could be found at tho 
camping-ground, Tho mon had a little of the procious 
liquid in their bottles, but the jaded animals had nono 
whatever, as the water-bags had been carried ompty in 
order to make their loads aa light ag possible, 

The evening was a cheorlosa one for everybody, bus 
Khalik, in particular, was especially depressed : he had, 
it soomed, soareted a hoard of Leh bread and sugar, 
and had been keeping it against hard times,—now, 
whon he searched for it at doad of night, ho made 
tho unpleasant discovery that it had heen stolon, and 

- strongly suspected his servile henchman, Mahi. Din. 
Needless to soy, his discomflture was complete, 

Ten miles farthor on Wo came upon a-apring of 
fresh water, around which grew o little grass; a3 no 
one could toll whon water would next .be met with, it 
was decided to halt, 

Tho weathor continued glorious, with o cloudloss 
sky, a light westerly breeze, and frosty nights; 
90. degrees of frost or thereabouts wore registered 
nightly, and this had a marked effect on the vegetation, 
for the grasa was withering so.fast that it was clear 
in another ten days nothing but; shrivelled blades 
would be left, The carly-morning dressing was. rather 
a tial in this weather, : 

On the following day the tramp was continued, 
across beds of dried-up lakes and over endless tracts 
of gravel; not a blade of grass or a drop of water 
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was found, and digging proved to be quite usolegg ; 
the ponios struggled on till dark, but all in vain, 
Woary, thirsty and hungry, men and ponies lay down 
whore they wero whon darknoss foll; to moiston the 
men’s throats, wo killed a sheep, but, as no fuel was 
obtainable, only tho onters of raw flesh partook of it, 

At daybreak tho shivering, miserablo animals wore 
driven on again; tho same barron country continned— 
even the hardy burhel had disappeared, Suddonly, 
whon least oxpested, wo camo upon a tiny stroam 
which rose close to our foot; it vanished into tho 
ground again after ruming a course of tiventy yards, 
but a little grass grow along tho banks, 80, for the 
prosont, our wants wore satisfiod, 

Wo wore far from boing relieved of all anxioty, how. 
over, for the country ahead appeared to he of similar 
geographical formation; tho valloy was hommed in 
to the north and south by gaunt, precipitous cliffs 
that not oven a wild animal could scale, Not a sound 
broke tho stillness, not a bird or an animal movod, 
The ponios wore now little“ bebtor than skolotons, and 
our hopes of bringing them aafoly back to civilisation 
grow faintor and fainter. 

Tho old lama still doalavod that he know tho road, 
bus it soomed as if ho woro doliboratoly leading 
us to destruction, for all his reports as to water and 
grass proved to bo falso, and now ho tried to porsuade 
ua to turn up one of the ravines to the north, at tho 
hoad of which wo know wore glaciors and an almost 
endless snow-flold, 

One more pony sucoumbed, but the oavavan 
trampod steadily on, until late in tho evening wo 
camo in sight of tho lake, Tai Tso, 


CHAPTER XIX 
WHE END OW ‘ity EXPEDILION 


Wn did not go down to the shores of ‘ai Tso at once, 
ag tho guides suid the waters weve undrinkablo, and 
cortainly there wags overy appearance of this being the 
case, ad Gho surrounding ground was quite white and 
looked us if it consisted of piles of salt, Soon aftor 
pitching ow: camp in a watorloss ravine wo noticed 
that the lama and tho yak-man were missing, and one 
of the drivers informed us that he had scen thom 
strolling off in the divection of the leko, taking their 
bedding with thom, At first we thought they had 
doxertod us, bub tho glasses soon showed them seated 
close to the shores of the lake, engaged in cooking, 
Clouds of gooso ond duck were also circling above 
. and then we knew that the waters were fresh, 

Tai Tso consista of a number of ponds, some of 
which are fresh, surrounded by a white shost of clay 
and send; thia latter is composed almost entirely of 
ammonites and the shells of fresh-water molluscs, 
On the surface of the water and on the shores were. 
countless thousands of geoxe and duck, busily ongagod 
in feoding on the shrimps and weeds; coarse grass grew 
ploutifully in the hollows between the sand-dunes, 

A. delightful aftomoon was spent at this pleasant 
spot, the ponies rovelling in the grass, tho mon 
engaged in patching clothes, otc, while Hurgroaves 
and I had some excellent shooting, Wo mob with 

ro 
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most success in the ovoning, whon the birds were 
taking flight, and brought to hog many a fino goose 
halting hoe preparatory to its joumey to tho plains 
of India, ‘tho bost porformance was accomplished by 
Hargreaves, who brought down two bar-headed goose 
with ono round of No. 6 shot. 

Tt was with many misgivings that wo loft ‘ai Tso, 
and soon found our gloomiost forabodings fully justified : 
no grass was to be sean, and another dreadful day 
passed without food or wator-—tho ponios dragging 
themsolves wemily along, until darknogs put an end to 
further travel, 


On tho following morning, howevor, tho first rays: 


of the sun showod us a considerable river only a mile 

-farthor on, and we speodily tranaferred our camp to its 

grassy banks, once more forgetting all discomforts, and 
sponding throo days happily onough. 

The stream grew rapidly in size as it flowed throngh 

this valley, boing continually fed by aprings which 


rogo in all directions from out of tho plain, Weeds, 


grow vankly in tho water and fish wore. abundant, 
while on the banks wero patches of scrub swarming 
with hares; I put up no loss than thirty-two of those 
orontures from one Jot of Lusher alone, : 
Wo dmwdled slong the grasay hanks, thoroughly 
onjoying ourselves, for the delight of sosing running 
wator and groon grasa was too great to be quickly 
disponsed with; tho jaded animals appreciated theso 
joys to the full, and wallowed up to thoi bellies in the 
awamps, “The weather, moreoyar, continued to. be 
glorious, the days were warm and bright, not a clond 





was to be'seon in tho rky, nob wn breath of wind ~ 


troubled us, Wintor was novorthelosa approaching, 
and the cold nights warned us against dolay. Kiang 
were plontiful in the plain, and wolves made night 





Cas on tik Karo Rive. 
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hideous with their howls, Many dosaxted shoop-pons 
dotted about tho valloy showod that it was a populuy 
place for shophords during somo months of tho your, 
On tho third day after reaching this pleasant spot, 
while Ram Singh was plano- tabling from a high 
mountain to the south and Hargronves waa on tho 
look-out fox gamo, I suddonly came upon an old man 
moving amongst tho bushes. Ho doolarod that he was 
souching for a strayed pony, but as we wore not fur 
distant from the village of Noh, and wore anxious to 
visit that place, wo doomed it wise to provent him carry- 
ing news of ou advanco, and consoquontly inducod 
him to stay with us, first by means of food and kind. 
ness, aud as thoso methods wore only partially offectual, 
ho was politely informed that ho must make himself at 
homo and vomain with us for the time boing, Groat 
scorn was oxprossod by Khalik ab the idea that the 
men had been watching us, but he received rather o 
shock that sume afiernoon, when two heads wore seen 
pooring ab us over a ridge, ,Thore was now obviously 
nothing to bo gained by keoping ow prisoner any 
longer, so we lot him go, and ho hurriedly doparted, 
On advancing noxt day, wo omme across a small 
camp of Tibotans, who wore living in throo tonts of the 
usual patton hut of a rvathor largor size, whilst hords 
of yak, shoop and goata, ovidently belonging to them, 
wore dotted over tho plain. A fow yaks wore hired for 
our baggage, and wo wore vory glad to bo able to clo so, 
as two move of cur ponios succumbed from exhaustion, 
Now that our prosonce in the neighbourhood was 
woll known, wo thought it best to alter oux taotios and 
take the bull by tho horns; two letters wore ascord- 
ingly writton that evening, ono to tho headman of 
Noh villago and tho other to the dzongpon of Rudok, 
stating that wo were peacoful travollers, who only 
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desived transport and supplics, Tho opintlos ware 
dospulehed by tho old lama, to whom wo relunoed tho 
pony in ardor that ho might wavel moro quickly. 

On tho following day wo xoxo bofore it was light, 
and us tho tomporature waa below zoro, pushed rapidly 
forward lo keop ourselves warm, and woro still iavel- 
ling fast ab tho thirteenth mile, when tho jingling of 
ponies’ belly was heard: whereupon tho two Kashmivis 
burst into toars—tho idea of boing turned back once 
moro leing too much for thoir foolings, 

Noavor and nouror camo tho sounds, and tb was 
ovident that « fairly large troop of ‘Tibetans was 
riding in hot haste towards m4; prosontly they 
appeared vound tho cornor-—cight in vumber—~and 
mounted on beautiful little ponies almost smothered 
in strings of bolls and gaudy trappings ; vory dilloront 
from our poor starving borate, 

Only throo of the now-comors carried guns, x0 thoir 
intentions were apparontly poneeablo, On seoing us, 
thoy dismounted, sub down, und wailed our approach, 
and noither yoxo nor suluumed ax wo camo neat Tho 
chiof man or pombe wes a cowe, brutel-looking porson, 
with  moxl ropulsivo fneo, round and flabby, the 
forchond low, the nose flat, and an cnormous mouth 
with tho front tooth lacking; his deoply pigmonted oyo- 
halls wore xot in narrow slits, and altogothor he was 
nob w pleasant sight, Wo were aflorwardy told that 
ho was a noted swashbuckler, wud, on account of his 
bullying manner, hed been told off hy the villagors to 
xolllo us; it was said that the clothos, eumings and 
rings ho wore had heen horrowed oxpresily for the 
ocension, 

Tfo romained seated on a rook na we enmo up, and, 
to show how much al. onaw lie wis, proceeded Lo light his 
pipo and puffa clond of smoke into the air; without 
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speaking, ho motioned to ua to ait on the ground in 
front of him—wv request with which, neturelly, we did 
nob vomply, 

Peace veignod, however, until tho groat Khalik, ovr 
supposed intormadiary and poncomaker, arrived upon 
tho scono and procooded to converse with this gontlo- 
man, Té waa obviously a onaa of “ Grock meating 
Grook,” In loss than a minute hob words wore being 
oxchangod. Suddonly Kholik seized o viflo from 
one of our drivers, londod it and raisod it to his 
shoulder; but boforo ho could fire, Hargreaves caught 
hold of him and threw him to the ground, 

At once all was confusion and turmoil; tho Tibetans 
rushed at tho prostrate figure of the caravan-bashi, 
but wore kopt back by our men, who had by this 
timo all arrived on tho scono, Fortunately no wonpona 
wore drawn and pongo was once more ostablishod, mainly 
through the efforts of Soonam Sirring, who worked 
wonders, Tho ‘Tibotans, however, never forgavo 
Khalik, and several timos afterwards asked us to hand 
him over to thom. 

Both parties oncamped on the banks of tho river 
within a short distanco of coach other, and, o8 soon ag 
our tont was voady, a pow-wow was held, Wo wore 
quite determined that nothing whatever should turn 
us back this timo, and, after much wrangling, pormis- 
sion was given to continue our journcy. ‘They asked 
us, however, not to onter the village of Noh, as somo 
of our civors had onton kiang flesh: why thoy objected 
to tho cating of this animal was novor ascertained, 

The next process was to bargain with them voapect- 
ing supplics. ‘Wo wore in tho unfortunate position of 
being obligod to buy, as om men had lately boon 
subsisting on flesh only, so that thoy started with a 
decidod advantage. ‘Cho price of baxloy was fixed at 
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Rs, 8 a maund (or four timos aa much as it was sold 
ab don marches farthor on); thoy gakod 1 rupoo a 
march for baggage animals, bub we flatly declined to 
pay this price, proferring lo struggle on us bost wo 
could, making short marches, 

When the bargaining waa over, ou unwelcome 
gueate doparted; only two of them had been allowed 
to ontor our tent, the aforo-montioned bully and a 
rospectablo old man whoso faco was wronthod in a 
porpotual smile, and who soomod anxious to holp us 
along, 

On the following day the caravan continued its 
mareh down the banka of the rivor unmolested, and to 
tho gront joy of all finally roachod and halted amongst 
a regular jungle of trocs, Thoy wore cortuinly not 
vory largo, growing ebout ton or fiftoon foot above tho 
ground, novortheless thoy woro troes and tho first we 
had soon sinco leaving ‘Tonkso, four months boforo, 
That ovoning gront wood-flros oracklod cheerfully in 
camp, and both animals ang mon thoroughly onjoyod 
tho artificial warmth, 

Ono pony, despite his utmost offorla, was unablo 
to reach tho tonts, and died on tho xoad. Wo wore 
particularly sorry for this, as ho had dono oxcollont 
work, and had ho lasted ono march moro, would have 
hoon left ab Noh to veauporate aftor his thougand- 
milo ramp in Tibot. 

All the rations, with the oxcoption of moat and toa, 
gavo ont that night, but many trout wore caught in 
tho rivor, and partially supplied tho doficiency, After 
the oyoning meal, two men arrived from Noh village, 
ae ridden out to seo why wo hac not reached that 
placo. 

Wo atruck comp at daybroak, and unoxpectedly 
camo upon Noh, almost before ita inhabilants wore 
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astix; tho alarm was soon given, howovor, and mon 
flocked out Lo provont our entrance, 

Noh is built on both banks of the Khoo River, and 
consists of about oighty houses, similar in style to 
those found in Ladak and Southern ‘ibet, A fow 
flolds of barley are scattered along tho riverside, but 
tho total amount of cultivated land is hardly sufficient 
for the wants of the inhabitants. Two tomples wore 
also visible, both in an oxcollont state of ropair. 

This village was passod by, and, throo miles farthor 
on, tho camp was pitched on tho banks of the Khoo 
River, To the wost, and surrounded on all sides by 
extensive plains, lay Tso Nyak, tho most southorly of 
tho groat string of lakes known ay Tso Mo Gnalari, 
Across this shoot of wator, lying behind a rocky spur, 
was tho monastery and village of Rudok, a place os 
jonlously guarded as the saored city of Lhasa, 

Soon after sottling down, we xeccived a visit from 
the Rudok officials; there was no porsonago of much 
importance nmongat them, but thoy had oll been sent 
by tho dzongpon of Rudok with ordors to supply us 
with tanaport and food. The people readily agreed to 
let us havo baggago animals on hiro at a rongonable 
rato; but such was not tho cage with rogard to food, 
aa thoy not only asked exorbitant prices, but produood 
folso woights and measures. Wo felt that the barter- 
ing for food could be aafely left to the mon, as it 
affected thom moro than ourselves, and I have littlo 
doubt that they wore quite equal to the occasion ; flour, 
buttor, goats, salt and tobacco wore purchased, but no 
grain for the ponies could bo obtained, Thoy wore 
difficult people to deal with, as they wore always shifting 
their ground and breaking their promisos, Thoy agrood, 
for instance, to let us have oight ponics, and then 
produced only five; whon wo insisted on having the full 
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number, they took away tho five animals, promising to 
bring thom again in the morning together with three 
yaks—thon they finally nppowred with eight yaks | 

Tor tho last time obsorvations were taken with the 
theodolite ; quite a small crowd of people watched the 
procecdinga, but no one acomed to object in tho lonat, 
They wero immonsoly taken with our enmora and most 
anxious to have thoir photographs taken, rooming with 
laughtor on secing thoir friends’ faces in tho view- 
findoy, 

On tho following day wo sob out once more, with 
the eight hired yaks, and accompanied for tho first 
march by a party of villagers, The track skivtod tho 
shores of ‘so Nyak and two smaller lakes, over tho 
softest grass, brolon at intorvala hy patchos of sand. 
Tho watora of the lakos wore aa still og glass, and 
myriads of shrimps and trout fry were soon amongat 
tho woods, while on tho surfico and along the shoves 
wild duck abounded, The natives declared that ‘I'so 
Nyak contained trout of immense sizo, and T seo. no 
ronson to doubt this atutomont, as tho wator is frosh 
and food plontiful, 

Tao Mo Gnalari conasiata of u string of fivo lakes, 
120 miles in longth, and of mn avorago width of 4 
milos, All aro frosh, with the oxeoption of Pangong, 
tho most northerly, and connected by narrow, doop 
channols with muddy, woedy beds, along which tho 
wator movos ab. the rate of ono milo an hour, Jt is 
anid that for four montha of the year theo lakes 
(including the snlt Pangong) aro ontirely frozen ovor, 
and to a sufliciont depth to allow » laden caravan to, 
traverse thom from ond to end; in this manner Dr. 
Sven Hedin roturned to Ladak, 

Ab Pal we parted from our escort and struck into 
the mountains again, for the path skirting the lake was 
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no longer passable, Our old friond the lama had dis- 
appeared ub Noh, Lut two others of tho sumo kind nut 
taken hin plivo; thoy paid no attention to our moye- 
meonta, bub with bland, imocont amiles on their facos 
kopb wandering among our baggage, picking up un- 
conaidoved trifles, which found a rosting-placo in thoir 
baggy garmonta. Now, rich with pilfered goods, they 
oame to hid farewell. ‘Tho last Lo go was the morchant, 
who had clone very wall out of us; he brought a prosont 
of flour and rico, bub asked for "u chit,” or lettor 
of vecommondation, and whon questioned as to what 
possible uso it would bo to him, natvely roplied, ' Ono 
nover knows,” 


Little moro need he anid, for tho route followed 
from hero haa heon traversed and deseribod before, 
Sovon monotonous marches along barven vullahe and 
over alony passes brought us over tho Marsi mik La 
into our old camp at Chorkangma. 

As tho hired ynka from Noh wore found suffaient 
to omy the whole of our now reducod baggage, tho 
ponics woro relieved of overything except their 
blankets, and, in this manner, comploted thoir marches 
without any trouble, 

Tt waa, howover, with the grontost difficulty that 
my original riding-pony waa urgod along; bub he was 
auoh « charming little follow, and had served us so woll, 
that L was dotorminad to save him. Lvory day he was 
ataxtor off before the othor animals, with two tiny bags 
of grain on his back; from these he had « small feed 
every hour, and by this means just-managed to koop 
going, IIo finally ronched Tankao safoly, and was thore 
givon Lo Soonam Tilnoy. 

Tho evening at bleak Chorkangma was a plonsant 
ono; wo wore safely back on British torvitory, anc the 
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wolcomo mail arrived as promisod, carried in threo 
sacks—Lwo on a pony and ono on tho hack of » coolio, 
Wo sat up lato thet night reading our lotlors and 
skimming through the nows—a nover-to-bo-forgotton 
plonsure, in which so much is comprosaed in go short a 
time, Yor us, this waa a truly momorablo camp, boing 
our hundreth halting-ground since ontoring Tibot, 
during which timo wo had comploted a round of 1000 
miles ovor tho frontior, 

On tho following day wo moved to Phobrang, and 
wore wolcomed by tho dirty inhabitants; these were 
the people who had dosexted us, bub wo had latoly 
learnt of Khalik’s villainy from the Argoon drivers, who 
had at last thrown off tho yoke of thoir bullying ovor- 
sco, ‘The facos of tho mon at Phobrang wore wreathod 
in smilos, bub this was possibly dno to norvonsness as 
to how wo should doal with thom after thoir dosorxtion ; 
knowing, howovor, how badly thoy had beon treatod 
by Khalik and how he had docoived them, we naturally 
did nothing. ' 

Thon on to Tonkso, whore again we received a 
warm welcome, the people tuming out in force to 
moot us, bringing fresh trout, apricots, turnips, milk, 
alo, vs prosonts, Wo wore onco moro back in civilisn- 
tion and amongat friends, 

Tho fiat day was apont in recounting adventures, and 
wo found that during Soptombor a report had boon 
current to the offect that the wholo oxpedition had 
boon annihiloled by the Tibetans; one family so fw 
holievod it as to go into mourning for its brendwinner, 

Tho second day we settled up all accounts for grain 
and hire of animals, and paid the Tankse drivers; our 
own ponios, now reduced to fifteen wore olthar givon 
away to tho [adakis or sold for o nominal sum. 
Prosonts and a little oxtra pay were givon to all tho 
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mon, for thoy had stood by us loyally through many 
irinls: wo wore sincerely sorry to part with tho proator 
number of thom, and they openly showed thoir rograt 
at loaving our sorvice, A few days later thoy all 
came to Leh to hid us good-byo, 

With now transport and tho Inst and fittost of our 
ponics Loh was quickly ronched, Wo apont a pleasant 
two days horo, cordially wolcomed by tho missionaries, 
and then sof out for Srinagar, where wo arrived on 
tho 2nd of November. 

Khalile was loft in jail, where he was placed by tho 
British Joint Commissioner, to await his trial for extor- 
tion and ill-treatmont of the natives. At Nurla tho 
faithful Soonam Sixving and his brother left us— 
taking with thom the best and only tomaining pony, 
Sub-surveyor Ram Singh carried the maps himsdlf to 
Dohra Dun, whore wo soon afterwards hoard that ho 
had boon mado a Rai Sahib as a roward for tho good 
work dono, 

In tho Sind Valloy Hargreaves hurried on ahead 
to ontch his atonmer for England, to enjoy a littlo 
woll-earnod leave bofore joining the Dopdt, TI returned 
to Poshawax, little thinking that within two months I 
should again bo in Tibet, attachod to Colonel Young- 
husband's Mission, and with other journoys in front 
of mo, 

Though at tho boginning of tho expedition fortune 
had seemed to be againat us, yot, owing to tho plucky 
way in which our followors had. worked and thoir 
doggedness in overcoming apparontly insuperable 
obstacles, the expedition had been a complete succoss, 
It resulted in the correct mapping of 85,000 square 
miles of hitherto unknown and unoxplored country, 
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CHAPTER | 
RVENUA OF ‘CLE PREVEDING YEAR 


‘un Tibetans having for many yorrs nogleated to 
olworve the Tvoaty signed at Daxjecling in 1890, ib 
hecamo novexsury Lo tako some notice of their vagaries, 
Accordingly, 1 Mission wax doxpalehed in 1908 to 
Khambo Dzong, « place within tho Tihetan horde, but 
agrool Lo hy the Ghincxo aa a suitable spot for the 
discussion of frontior mattora, ‘Tho Tibetans thomuclyos, 
however, would have none of it They sont a fow 
infovior Loew oflicials bo meot and obstruct the Mission, 
but no one af xuilicion’ importance and rank lo 
seriously discuss the situation. 

Months passed by, and winter wes approaching, 
Every opportunity had heon given to the Tibetans to 
bring mattorsy to an amicable conclusion, hat without 
avail, Unwillingly, therefore, an advanea was dater- 
mined upon, tho Mission excorb strengthened, and the 
Chumhi Valley oeenpied. ‘The Mission, with a suitable 
excorl, was deposited ab ‘Tuna, where three woary months 
of cold, wind, and privation wore passe, in ordor thet 
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the Tibetans might have yeb one more hance of a 
poacauilo soltlamont. In April, the Tibetan Govern. 
ment refusing lo oven cists mablors, a furthor 
advance was ordered, und after two fights, disastrous 
to the Tibotans, Cyantaa was oveupied, 

Again was tho Mission loft to try and porstade tho 
Hhotans of tho seriousness of tho abbitude which thoy 
powsisted in maintaining, Any chanco of a peaceable 
conolusion was, however, abruptly brought to an ond 
hy a sudden attack threo woeks lator on tho houses 
oeeupiod by the Mission, ‘Tho assault was casily 
repulsed, Dub tho troops ab the disposal of Colonel 
Younghushand wore nob alrong onongh to attack and 
ouwupy tho forb of Cyantse, which  consequontly 
romained in possession of the ‘Tihotans, dominating 
the British position for nearly two months, Several 
short hub Lough fights occurred in the neighbourhood, 
tho ‘Tibetans surprising ovoryhody hy thoir courago and 
tho range of Lhoir weapons, 

A strong foreo was thon organised in the Ghumbi 
Valley, and onrly in duly, Qyantss Dzong was captured, 
and an advance on Chas ordeal To tis the 
Tibotans offerat searcoly any resistance, although 
Nature, with continnow rain and lofty passes, 
rendered them every nasistunce, ‘The crossing of the 
Bralonapriiea was aucvoss{ly aceomplished, and Lhasa 
retshed hy the srt August. Abt fixst the proxpeots of 
a Troaty hoing signed in the short time ab tho disposal 
of Colonel Younghushund, the British Commissioner, 
woro very stall, ail inl heen decided thet the Mission 
could nob winter ab Lhasa By dint of pationco and 
persuasion, however, the appuontly impossible was 
accomplished, and the Treaty between Creat Britain and 
Tibet was fonually signed at the Potala, tho residence 
of the fugitive Delui Luma, on the 5th September 1904, 


CUAPLER IT 
PREPARATIONS AT (YANTSY 


In tho meantime, enterprising spirits in the force 
had eon planning journoys to increase our geographical 
knowledge of the country, ‘To these wips tho Tibetans 
offered no objections, bub for various reasons two out 
of tho three wore wbandoned, to the disappointment of 
all intorested in goography. ‘Tho exploration of that 
part of tho Brulimaputra which lay east of Lhasa, 
through the Ahor country, to Assam, and Mon Wilton’s 
projected Grip Crom These to China, wore given up, and 
tho journey which ix deserihed in this book alone 
romained, 4 

Tn Article 5 of tho Treaty it had hoon agroad that 
trade marty shoul ha openard at Cyantso, Yatung, and 
Gartok, Tho two former places wore sibuated along 
the line of advances to Thao, md were already well 
known, but of Gartok om: Inowledgo was limited in 
the extromo, No Muvopean had ever visited the place, 
and although ils position had been fvirly accurately 
determined by tho famous oxplovor, Pundit Nain Singh, 
and his companions, cheir description left much to the 
imagination, It therefore hecame a matter of importance 
that hoforo finally settling on tho spot as a trade mart, 
al! possible information should be obtainod as to its 
possibilities and snitnhility to trade requirements, and 
thet the routes Lo and from the various passes on our 


frontior should be proporly surveyed, go that futuro 
It 
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proposals for opening other marts should bo based on 
acourate information. The Government of India way 
also eager to soizo thia unique opportunity of inoveasing 
tho geographical knowledge of the little-known country 
beyond tho Himalayns, 

A strong band of surveyors under Captain C, H, D, 
Ryder, Rl, accompanied the oxpodition, Captain 
Ryder had had much provious experience of trans. 
frontier surveying, having made two oxploring expedi- 
tions in Weatorn China and Eastern Tibet, served with 
the China Field Foreo, and had just hoon in charge of 
the survey party with tho oxpodition to Lhasa, probably 
the most important survey work that has been com- 
ploted across the Indian frontior for many yoars. Ho 
was on this ocension aasisted hy Captain H. Wood, R.E,, 
whose sorvices were peculiarly usoftil on account of 
his recont trip to Nopal, whon hoe saw and observed 
so many of the great Himalayan snow poake which 
wore afterwards recognised by him on this expedition, 
Lioutonant I. Bailey, 82nd Pioneers, who had served 
with the Mounted Infantry in the Tibet Mission— - 
one of the few officers who had taken the trouble to 
atudy Tibetan—accompaniod the party es Interproter 
and ag my Assistant. 

Wo wore fortunate enough to obtain the services of 
my old companion, Ram Singh, who had already done 
excollent work and won oredit to himsolf, not only with 
me, but with Captain Deasy and Dr. Stein. Three 
native soldier aurvoyors wero also attachod to the 
party, one of whom, howover, owing to ill health, had 
to be sent back to Gyantao shortly after the party 
started, Tho medical work was entrusted to Hospital 
Assistant Hira Singh, who had been with the Tibet 
Frontier Commission since its incoption. His work 
included not only the medical care of the officers and 
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men of the party, but alao of tho Tibetans, who on 
every possible oceagion flocked in to roooive medical 
treatmont at hishands, Theyre were ons or two marked 
difevences betwoon thia and formor axploring axpodi- 
tions in Tibol: tho Inttor had been got veady after 
months of thought and proparation, but on this occasion 
only » fow days wero available, Captain Wood ond 
Licutonant Bailoy arrived at Gyantso on 80th 
September, Captain Ryder on the Sth, and mysolf on 
6th Ootobex, the party starting on the 10th, During 
theso few days the whole work of equipping and 
organising had to be comploted. 

Tor tho first time in the history of the country, 
British offlcovs, with only a nominal cacort, wore 
going to traverse Tibet with the cogniannce and 
assistance of tho Tibotans thomeelves ; but fAghting had 
only recently conaod, and the ink was scarcely dry on 
the ‘Croaty, It waa imposaiblo to foretell to what 
extont and in what spirit the Tibetans meant to 
observo their obligations. This oxpedition, therefore, 
in addition to its goographical and politiaal objeota, 
was somewhat of a ballon d'essea as to whather the 
Tibetans would soize this, their fret opportunity, of 
observing the Treaty, in epirit na well og in letter, o 
somewhat important point oa mariing-—what all 
hoped would bo the caso—a turning-point in the 
relations betweon Great Britain and Tibet. 

Tt being, howover, doubtful to what oxtent tho 
assistance of tho Tibetans might be rolied on, ib was 
important that in transport and supplics we should 
be to aome oxtont independont, Our only information 
regarding the route to be traversed was to bo obtained 
from the somowhat meagre report, compiled by Captain 
Montgomery, of a journey which had boon undertaken 
forty years previously by Pundit Nain Singh. Tho 
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Lhasa Government had, however, doputed an official, 
Ka Sang, lately a clerk in that city, to accompany us, 
and had also sont a written pormit (a copy of which 
is here given) signod with tho soals of all tho important 
authoritiorin Lhasa. Tho iranalation is worthy of care. 
ful perusal, as showing tho amount of trust tho highest 
authorities put in tho honesty of their subordinates, 


“ All duongpons, ponaants, hoadmon, and othora ab tho following 
plaoos, Gynntas, Shigatac, Lhatso, Sang Bang Raka, Sa-ka, Tra-dom, 
Trukaum, Tok-chon, Barkha, Pu-rang, Miear, Nik-yu, and Gartok, 
pay attention to thie, Yho English, having como to Lhasa, to 
settle a mattor bolwoon England and ‘Tibet, hava mado a Tronty of 
ponco agrooable to both partios, and in accordance with the torme 
of tho Troaty a trade mart fa to bo oatablishod ab Cartok, Somo 
nglish snhibs and a fow attendants aro proceeding to aoo what the 
place fa Ike, and wo have sont an oficial to accompany thom, 
‘Wo will sond an ordor lator on to oxplain tho torma of tho Troaty, 
moanwhilo tho official muat oxplain the mattor oarofully to all, 
and tho dzongpons or their aubstitutos must accompany the salibs 
ng for as tho Hmite of thoir own district, All Inndownora, 
monaatio oalatos, ot0,, muab provide transporl, grasa, fuel, ota, 
and will receive tho corroat price in necordanco with tho custom 
of the country, aud must nob raise any daturbance or quarrels, 
Ench distrial mueb report to tho Govornmant tho {note regarding 
tho pneango of tho sahibs, and tho officinla muat not requisition 
supplios from tho villagors on protonco that {t is for tho anhthe, 

"trom tin Nationat Assennny, 


« Dragon Your, 18th day af the 8th month.” 
(A2nd Saptomber, 1004.) 


Sonls of Dre-pung Nonastory. 
» ‘Sorta ‘i 
»  Gn-don ‘i 
»  Gonoral Seal, 


Two months’ supplies wore takon for tho sopoys 
and followors, and additional supplics for two months 
of those articles of dict, such og g/t and goor,’ which 

1 Clarified butter and conraa sugar. 


“LSHAXWHAOD VSVTI HHL 22 SEATS SORE 
eee =p 
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Rey Nae oP 
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é Nags Mann Fe ree, horny EK 
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could not bo obtained loonlly. About three months’ 
supplies wore token for tho officers, mont boing the 
only article of food which it was not nocessary to 
convey with us, a8 shoop wera known to be plentiful, 
and gamo, it waa hoped, would provicdo a woloome 
change of dict for averyonc, 

A third important point, which in our preparations 
and throughout tho expedition controlled our plang 
and movements, was that, starting as wo did ot the 
commencement of winter, it waa obvious that wo 
should have a yaco against timo, and somowhat of o 
long race too, for over 800 milos and sevoral high 
passes had to be travoraed boforo wo should reach 
British torrilory, Should it snow heavily, tho con- 
tingonoy that we might have to wintor in the uplands 
of Tibet had to bo takon into considoration, a not 
vory pleasant prospect to thogo of us who had already 
exporionced the vicissitudes of a ‘Libotan winter ob 
Tuna, During our journoy wo utilised at different 
times for Wansport purposes ponies, donkeys, mules, 
yaks, end coolica, the majority of tho ponics and 
mules accompanying ws from start to finish, Wo 
left Gyantse with 48 ponios, 17 of which wore 
for icing purposes, and 100 yaks; thoso lattor 
we wero to uso only oa far na Shigatao, as thoy wore 
lent to us from ono of the yak corps organised 
for the Tibet Expedition, From Shigatao onwards, 
we should have to roplaco thom with what tranaport 
the Tibetans might provide. As drivers for our 
26 baggage animals, wo had to onlist anyone we 
could pick up, and a mixed lot thoy wore, ‘To a 
nucleus of throa Punjabis who had sorved with one 
of the Hkka corps, were added a Chinaman, Tibetans, 
some Sikkim mon, and a few Nepaleso, all of whom 
worked well throughout. As personal ordorlies, and 
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as a nominal guard, wo were given five mon of 
sth Gurkhas, who had served with the Mounted 
Infontry, and although thoy did not oncountor that 
oless of difficully which s Gurkha most loves, namely 
fighting, they proved themsolvos o most valuable 
addition to tho party., From such a regimont wo 
exposted and obtained good trusty mon, ‘Tho party 
wos comploted by tho addition of two sorvants, five 
survey assistants, and Mahomed Iisa, a Ladaki, and 
an old companion of Colonel Sir I. Younghusband’s 
in provious travels, This man was appointed to aot 
ag oavavan-bashi, Every man had voluntcored to come, 
and all I am glad to say survived the journey, and 
returned homo safo and sound, Tho grontost care 
was token that each man should bo woll clothed, and 
although little was to be obtained at Gyantse in tho 
way of furs, wo wore told that Shigatso would provide 
everything needed in that line, 


a 


CHAPTER IIT 
ON THR ROAD TO SNIGATS 


AS our proparations progressed, tho camp which had 
jeon pitched in a field closo to tho Mission Flouso at 
Fyantso rapidly grew in size, Horo tho saddlos, 
grain, tonts, and foodatulls wore collected, sorted, and 
listributed, or packed into convenicnt loads, evorything 
doing completed by the evening of October 9th, On 
the following morning wo sot out, accompanied as 
‘ar as Shigatso by Captain O'Connor, O.LE,, British 
Trade Agont at Gyantae; Captain Stoin, L.MLS., tho 
Medical Officer in charge at tho placo; and by Ma, 
Magnias, lately Private Seoretary to Colonel Young- 
wusband. The force as it aes out was consequently 
of no moan sizo, aud prosentod a decidedly imposing 
\pearance, 

Gyontso and its ruins wore soon lefé behind, 
though tho romaing of the gront forbross, situated on 
its precipitons vooky basa, remained in aight tho 
whole day, At noon wo approached Dongtao, once 
the headquarters of the southern ‘Tibet Army. This 
intoresting spot had beon visited by a atrong column 
detached from Gyantao soon after the fall of that 
fort, Tho surrounding walls, behind which tho onco 
truculont but faint-hemted Tibetans had determined 
to fight, still showed tho countless and well-made 
Joopholos, Txternally tho placo was just aa it had 
been propared threo montha previously, hut now all 
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was poace, and, instead of hoing reesived with showors 
of bullets and crios of derision, a poncoful band of 
villagers with headmen and lamas to tho fore camo 
out to welcome us, A largo wallod-in garden had 
been propared as a camping-ground, and hore in the 
shado of » forest of treos tho tents woro pitched, 
‘Though evidences of tho rooent occupation of the 
villago by tho invaders wore noticoable everywhero, 
yet the inhabitants had apparontly returned in full 
foreo to their homes, and showed nothing but curiosity, 
mixed with rospect, for the foreigners who wore now 
freoly allowed into the country for the first time, 

Tt was hevo that Sarat Chandra Das, the well- 
known native oxploror, spont several weeks in 1879, 
ag the honoured guest of theo hond abbot of the 
gompa. ror this hospitality the old and greatly 
respected priost paid with his life, for ho was haled 
to Lhasa by the orders of the Government, tried, and 
sentenced to doath. ‘Tho tenots of the Groat Buddha 
prohibit the spilling of blood, and in order to avoid 
tho wrath of the god, tho grey-headed abbot was 
gown up in a leather bag and cast into the Brahma- 
putra, Thia wae not, however, aufficiont to allay the 
angor of the Lhasa Govornment and of tho fanatical 
priesthood, for thoy set to work to wipo out the 
family, roop and byanch, slaying somo and sonding 
othors into slavery. The various relations wero 
tveated in a similar manner, and after the complote 
extermination of the wholo family the vengeance of 
the priests was appoasod. 

The caravan-mon had already more or less fallon 
into their work aud know what was expected of thom, 
so tho following morning saw us clear of Dongiso 
before the sun had struck our wooded camping- 
ground, The yond ran along tho south-west side 
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of the valloy, passing bolwoon woll-cultivated ond 
irrigated fields and through prosperous villages, - 
The crops had all boon cut, a fact which dotracted 
from tho beauty of the valley, but not from its 
intorost; for the people wore hard a& work, threshing 
out tho grain and collecting tho straw into the 
granavios, As wo approached, mon and childyon 
would leave their work and run to tho road to seo 
tho strangors, hogging for wlms or talking to tho 
dvivers. Looking at the poneoful seeno, ono could 
scaveoly imagine that hut two months proviously 
these peoplo had listened in their homes to the 
booming of tho guns which wore pounding away at 
Gynnteo fort, Picturesque monastoxios and numerics, 
surrounded by troos, lay high up tho neighbouring 
valloya, their whitowashed walls showing up clear 
and distinct against tho brown background of rock, 

‘hat night wo halted ab the village of Nurbu 
Chungao, a large straggling collection of mud-brick 
buildings, and on the following day vouched Jorgya, 
Tloro a ploasant surpriso was in store for us, for our 
tonts were pitched on a dolightful lawn, largo onough 
to hold two full-sized tennis courts, and covered with 
boautiful soft rich grass, Woll-grown and closely 
planted trocs surrounded tho open space, while, outside 
again, o high wall shut off tho place from the prying 
eyos of passers-by, Attached to tho gardon was the 
houso, a largo two-rtoreyed building which had been 
designed with an ayo to comfort, tho interior yard 
being full of govaniums and many other kinds of 
flowors to be found in England. Tho proprictor was 
an immense man, tall, broad, and stout, ono of the 
fow big mon to be found in Tibot, whose open face 
boamed with ploasure ag ho hustled round, followed 
by his servants, in cagor anticipation of our wants. 
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However hackward tho Tibetans may ho in civilisa- 
tion, thoy havo a vory good idea of making thomaclvos 
comfortable and onjoying the scanty gifts which 
Providence has givon to their country. Chinoso 
habits and customs avo almost univorsal, aa tho 
Tibotan himaolf is apparently not of an inventive tum 
of mind; for tho intornal decorations aro all dono by 
Chinese, thoi vasos como from China, and tho botter 
class of clothes aro brought from that country; yot, 
with all “this, his house is always comfortable and 
homely, and his lawn, garden, and troos beautifully 
kept, forming an ideal spot for toa-partios—a recreation 
and amusoment of which the Tibetans aro oxceasively 
fond. 

On tho road, wo passod tho groat fort of Pon-nang, 
perohod upon a solitary yock rising from tho contro 
of the plain. Tho buildings axo substantially made 
and in good condition. ‘he strength of tho fortress 
almost oquals that of Gyantso Dzong, but it had 
surrendered to Goneral Macdonald after the fall of 
Gyantao, without o singlo shot boing fired in its 
dofonco, Trom Jorgya onwards tho valley widons 
considerably, tho Nyang Chu Rivor meandoring by 
many channels noross tho plain, with numerous inter- 
voning islands covored with scrub jungle teoming with 
haxos and portridges, This day, howevor, could not 
bo devoted to aport, for Captain O'Connor had beon 
asked to visis the monastery of Shalu, which lies » 
few miles up a valloy to tho wost of the Shigatso 
road, As our march was to be a long ono, we sot 
out early, and with an advance guard of scallywag 
Tibotans mounted on diminutive ponies, and followed 
by our cscort of Mounted Infantry, we cantored tho 
gronter part of the way. 

On crossing a apur four milos from Jorgya, tho 
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first view of Shigatao, tho commercial contre and the 
second largost town in ‘Libot, was obtained. Though 
still ot a great distance from ux, tho closely packed 
lomogory of ‘Tashi Chumpo with its goldon tombs, 
tho immonso fort of Shigatac, and tho snow-white 
walls of tho houses showed up brilliantly against tho 
dark background of rook. 

Wo had but little timo to waste, and woro soon 
clattoring on again, in and out of fields and over 
irrigation canals, until the lamasory of Shalu, almost 
hiddon in o forost of troos, was reached, Tvory coign 
of vantage along tho upproach was ovcupied by monks 
and hoyg, old and young, clean and dirty, all dressed 
in tho usual rough dark-red cloaks, 

Leaving tho ponicx outside, wo entered a largo 
courtyard and passed inte the house, through a fine 
doorway of Chinoso design. ‘Tho head lama of Shalu 
hore recoived us, and ushered us into a lofty and 
handsomely dovorated room, one side of which con- 
sisted almost outirely of windows, ‘Tho vontre of 
the room way given up to douches and cushions, and 
tho atmosphere was laden with the scont of incense 
and flowers. Hardly lad wo xoated ourselves, when 
rofreshiments wore brought in, in such profusion ax to 
overflow wl the available tables, Much as wo wishod 
to avail ommelves of ont host's hospitality, ib waa a 
decided trial Lo ont somo of the dishes, aud wo wore 
nob yeb acouslomed to the horrible decoetion which 
tho Tibetans offered ua na ton, When giving or 
yeeeiving hospitality in Tibet, there is wlways some 
hitch in tho provcedings; for Europeans cannot got 
to like their various dishes, whilat the Tibotans 
show an oqual dislike for ours, Our seruples had, 
however, to he sot aside, and the dishes cdomanded 
that thoy should at least bo tasted. 
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The moro solid foods wore tho Jeast objectionable, 
as wo wore only intended to partake of minute samplos, 
The toa, howover, opened up an ontiroly differont 
question ; for any mistake might griovously insult the 
host, since otlquette demands that tho cup must not bo 
finishod at ono duink, for such an action would show 
great groediness. On the other hand, you must not 
drink too little, for this is tantamount to saying that 
you do nob like his brew, Again, it is no good pro- 
tonding you like it, by only drinking half tho cup, for 
ng soon as you sob it down again, it is ot once filled 
afresh by an over ready sorvant, 

Tho custom of using both hands whon offering or 
voceiving anything probably originated in tho barbaric 
agoa, whon tho presentation of a gifs with ono hand 
only allowed tho other free to drive a daggor home. 

Porhaps the funniost of all Tibetan customs is that 
known as the “snlaamy sheep,” which, togothor with a 
“soarf of greoting,” is presented to the guest on arrival, 
Tho animal, after boing killed, skinned, and cloaned, has 
tho hind legs passod through tho muscles of tho foro 
legs, and is thon hung up to dry, and to partly docom- 
poso, Aftor poisoning tho surrounding air for several 
months, tho flesh is considered ripe for eating, and ia 
in this condition rendy for prosontation to the guest 
On boing brought in, it is placed on the ground in a 
sitting position, immediately in front of tho recipiont, 
to whom the carcase appears to bow. The gift of the 
“aalaamy sheop” to our party was always vory popular 
anongat tho Tibotans, for it waa promptly zeturned to 
the sorvants of tho donor, and formod tho occasion for 
much foasting and rejoicing. 

At this, our firat fonat, wo did our duty montully, 
and retived after outing and drinking more than wo 
required. We looked ab ald stereoscopic pictures which 


174 THE GREAT PLATEAU 


depicted ladios in orinolines, anciont locomotives, one 
of the onrly Paria Exhibitions (tho laut thing ono would 
expoot to find in Tibot), and wore thon shown over tho 
building. Tho monastery had but just rocontly boon 
ronovated and decorated, tho rooma wore large ond 
airy, and though the paintings wore brilliant, the 
colours did not clash with ono another, Tull-blown 
lamas, budding Jamas, hoys, and attondanta swarmed 
in tho building, appearing in crowds from ovory passage 
and oponing, all dvossed in tho usual dingy red, the only 
difforonce of shade hoing duo to tho ago and dirt of the 
garmonts, ‘Tho same remark would apply to the condi- 
tion of their facos and army, Their bodies were always 
thiokly coverod with groaso and ful, but tho more 
oxposod parts suggested alongly Uhat tho lamas had 
recontly comploted the sweeping of a chimney or the 
cleaning out of a stoke-holo, 

But time was passing, so bidding farewell to our 
grinning clorioal friends, wo sot out afresh. ‘The little 
Tihotan ponies, mostly from 11 lo 12 hands high, 
thoroughly onjoyed tho acampor along level patha, 
over alrotchos of grasa and aoross walter channols, and 
ab this vate wo rapidly approached Shigatao, whore we 
wore to camp, JTowovor, wo were not to got thoro as 
soon ta oxpoctod, for two milos from tho town doputa- 
tions of Jamas and Jaymen mot ua, and after presenting 
Captain O'Connor with silk soarvos, bogged us to dis. 
mount and partake of more refreshments, ‘Chere was 
no holp for ib; wo had to got down again, and on enter 
ing two tonta, which had been pitcharl close to tho road, 
wore compelled to drink more ten and oat more cakes, 
moat of which, I must own, woro at any rate quite nice 
to look at. 

Once moro mounted, wo approached Shigatse at o 
more docorous pace, Tho house of the chief noble and 
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the gardons surrounding it had boon assigned to us, 
and here the baggago animals had alroady assombled 
and beon unladon, tho tonts pitched, and overything 
put in ordor, Gent crowds filled the road and poorod 
over evory wall and from every window, staring with 
open mouths at the harmless atrangors whom thoy had 
been taught to boliove wore devila, It muat bo remom- 
bored that but vory fow of those people had over seen a 
Turopoan before, ‘Tho crowd almost blocked tho road, 
but a way was mado by tho usual noisy and important 
policomen, who, carrying heavy whips, struck wildly to 
the right and loft, taking caro, howover, that tho lash 
should only fall on tho smallest children, and proferably 
on the naked onos. 


CILAPTER IV 
INTERVIEW WIP YIEE TASTE LAMA 


Harpny had wo entered the compound when repro 
sontativos of the Tashi Lama, tho fort, and tho town 
appowred, bringing in maunda and meunde of grain, 
suttoo and flour, and bales of ghi, butter and sugar, 
and of course tho “xalaamy sheop.” Thoxo wero placed 
in vows in front of the tents, and even in the tonts 
thomselvos, Tho crush of animals, baggage, servants, 
soldiors, oficials, loafors, and hoggars was simply appal- 
ling, but after a fow words had boon exchanged and 
tho officials dismissed, tho vory oflicious but for once 
ugoful policemen clonvat the compound and drovo the 
intruders ont of tho ono afd only door, Wo all dined 
that night ina handsome room in the upper slorey of 
the house, and afterwards watched the fino iluminations 
of tho Tashi Lhumpo. Tho mass of buildings waa lit 
up from ond to ond hy countless little lamps, this day 
boing tho anniversary of tho death of tho frst Tashi 
Lama, Our arrival coinciding with this ovont was 
looked upon by tho suporatitious ‘Tibotans as a good 
omou, 

Korly tho following morning we strolled into the 
bazaar to seo ifwo could purchase in tho opon market 
any of tho many things roqnired, This was only 
accomplished with the greatest difficulty, for tho placo 
was dongely packed, and as the pooplo crowded round, 
it was only with great offorts that even the noisy 
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policomen could force a passage, A fow purchagoa 
wore, however, made, and wo thon wended our way to 
the shops situated in tho town itself, ‘The bazaar, 
which has fiom time immomorial beon held at thig 
spot, consists of rows of hooths, situated in the shado 
of tho walls of tho Chinoso onclosuo and to tho 
south of the fort. Tvory imaginable article is hove 
offored for solo, including a fair amount of Tudian and 
European goods, such as coloured cloths and cheap 
ontlory, Our visit to the shops waa not attended with 
much success, for tho houses were found closed and 
the proprictors away. Tho pooplo standing near told 
us that the ownors wore absent, and that they had 
nothing to aoll; tho {net of the cnso was, the people 
were afraid to sell, EHowovor, tho news from tho 
baunax camo trickling through that wo had paid for 
everything wo had hought, and paid liborally, At 
length, a Nopal trador, holder than the rest, opened his 
shop; two rolls of cloth wore quickly purchased—at a 
high price—and without mugh bargaining, and this had 
the offect of bringing back tho othor morchanta at once, 
Now that the shops wore open, tho ciaplay of goods 
was docidedly disappointing, and it was not until the 
third day, and on tho ovo of departure, that anything 
of valuo ox importancs was brought for salo, and thon 
it was too Into, for our handa wore so full of work 
that no timo could bo apent in bargaining, If wo had 
hadJoisure, many most intorosting things might have 
beon bought, such aa red lncquer, groat turquoises, gold 
ond silver omaments, cloissonné and old china, all of 
which wore, as a rulo, produced with groat stealth and 
aeorecy from the inner folds of tho looso cloaks the 
Tibotans invariably woax, 

Twenty tailors appoared on tho afternoon of the 
first day, and, seated in a ring, started on making 
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the fur gloves, caps, Lrousors, otc.,, with which all our 
followors had to be clothed. Thoy proved to be 
honest and clover, working from mom till night, 
and only resting a minute now and again to take 
a drink of ton. 

On tho xewond day, Captain O'Connor, ag tho 
roprosontative of tho Indian Government, paid a state 
visit to tho Tashi Tama, who, in the absence of the 
Dolai Lama of Juhasa, was now tho head of all of the 
Buddhist faith, and to whom it is said one-third of the 
inhabitants of the world pay homage, Until within 
the last two months, the Yoshi Lama of Shigatse had 
ranked second to the Delai Lama, but sineo the flight 
of tho latter into Mongolia, on tho wppronch of the 
British to tho capital, the Tashi Lame had held the 
reins of office. 

Tt ia as well to montion hore that the prosont Tashi 
Loma is tho sixth inearnution, Tho remains of his 
five prodecossors rent bolow the beautiful domos 
in the goklon tombs of the Tashi Lhumpo, which will 
be further alluded to later on, ‘Tho Toshi Lomas oxo 
longor-lived than the Velai Lamu, owing doubtleas to 
tho fnet that thoy uo fav removed from, and waconnected 
with, the politteal intrigues of Lhasa, 

Tho houses ocenpied by the Tama, the Prime 
Minister and votainors, are situated half a mile to the 
oaat af tha town of Shigatse, and on the loft bank of 
tho Nyang Chu. Tho whole collection is surrounded 
by a whitewashed wall, xoven feet in height, inside 
of whieh are grovas of tres, 

Hove Capwin O'Connor was informed thas the 
Chinese Gonoral Ma, who whilo voriding at Gyantse 
and fully cognisant of overything that was going 
on, had failed to givo warning of the attack on the 
Mission post, and who had not even tried to save the 
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lives of the servants accompanying his collenguo 
Captein Parr, an Unglishinan, waa waiting in tho 
house to bo received hy us. To had heen ignored 
by Colonel Yornghusbund, and this was only a 
barofacod attompt on his pars to get himself now 
rocognixed. Capbnin O’Connor, however, was not going 
to be takon in, and a polite message was despatched 
to any that we could nob onter the houso whilo this 
man was also in it. This soon had the dosired offect, 
end the ‘gontleman was bundled out by some back 
door. 

Dismounting from our steeds, which were at once 
led away by clorical-looking grooms, wo entered the 
main doorway, ‘This waa hung with fostoons of dark- 
yod and bluek cloth, the pillars and lintel carved 
and painted in Chinoso designs, A byoud pussoge 
tumed to the right, the walls and coiling covered with 
paintings, some of henutiful workmanship, comprising 
sconos from tho religious books, gods, gocdossos, hot 
and cold hells, and such-like cheerful subjocts, 

Tt was impossible to get more than a passing 
glimpao of thoso things, for tho dimly lighted corridor 
was filled with obsequious monks guiding us on with 
bows and outstretched hands to tho audience-chambor 
beyond, 

As soon a8 the door was passed, tho muttorings and 
shuflling of tho priosts outside gavo place to a dead 
silence, brokon only by tho whisper of tho ono voico 
introducing us. Who was talking I do not know, for 
wo had only eyos at that moment for tho bowing but 
otherwise motionless figure, seated crosa-legged on 
a high divan at tho opposite end of tho room. 

‘This was the Tashi Lama. 

Captain O'Connor was given a seab on tho right 
and facing the throno, whilst his trusty Tibetan 
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helpor and intorproter, who had once been a lama 
himself, stood a paco in roar. 

On tho Toshi Lama's loft, but soated only a fow 
inchos off the ground, was tho Prinic Minislor, booming 
on all around, and xeemingly quito contented with 
himself and the world in goneral, On this official's 
loft, again, wore mombors of the Tashi Lame’s family, 

The vost of the Kuropoans wore given doop and 
soft cushions, coverad in red cloth and raised about 
ono foot from tho ground, on Captain O'Connor's 
right, and thoyefore at right anglos to tho dais, 
Divectly facing us stool a row of Shapdés, tomporal 
officials in yollow robes, and behind them a crowd 
of monks, row upon row, the furthost baroly dis. 
tinguishablo in tho daaknous, 

‘Ag goon aa our oyos had become accustomed to the 
dim light, wo had time to look axound and oxamino 
our surroundings, 

Tho room was not largo, no larger than tho 
ordinary prayor-room of tho monastorios wo had 
alrondy xeon. ‘Iho roof was supported hy numerous 
carved and painted pillars, all of good and sich 
workmanship, Jub much faded sines they wore last 
renovated, IJanging from it and susponded from tho 
walls wore lammors of silk und brocade, likewise old 
and dingy, thongh whon new they must have boon of 
oxceplional heauty. 

Bohind tho dais and running the entire longth of 
the room was a black wood enbinot, barely distinguish. 
ablo in the gloom cast hy the overhanging roof above, 
On tho shelves, china howls, gilt figures, and jowol- 
studded chotuna caught tho light whieh filtered 
through tho row of small windows high abovo the 
doorway. ‘The atmosphoro was ladon with tho scent 
of horbs and burning incengo, 
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‘Tho Tashi Lama's dais was raised somo four foot 
fyom tho floor, and like so much of tho other furniture 
wos draped in dark cloth, On thiy ho was sonted 
cross-logged, and romained in this position throughout 
the interview, 

Ilo is a young man, twvonty-three years of age, 
excoptionally faiz in complexion, with high chook-bones 
and finoly chisclled foatures, bespoaking tho Mongolian 
yaco and aristocratic lineage, His voico is low and 
gentle, and when spoaking a porpotual smile plays about 
his face, Tho hands avo oxtromoly white, and the 
fingors longand thin, [Ho looks hoalthy but not robust, 
for the lifo of seclusion ho leads iy not such as would 
give vigorous honlth to anyono, ‘Lakon aa a whole, 
his face is most propossoasing—gentloness, goodness, 
and blend innocence of the ways of the world boing 
tho chief characteristics, The othorwiso porfoct lines 
aro a little marrod by slightly prominont teeth and a 
vathor woal jaw. 

Wo was drossed entirely in tho naval dark -red 
monk’s cloak, but of fino matorial and with a greater 
number of slashes of rod silk let in than is genorally to 
he found amongst tho highest orders. No ornamonts 
or jowola wero visillo, but bolow tho outer garb, when 
moving his arm, could bo discerned an under-robe of 
gold ombroidered silk, 

Ab fivat hia mannora indicated groat nervousness, for 
he had nevor acon Turopoans bofore, and had probably 
bub a vague idea as to where they came from. Ho 
conversed in low and dignified tones with Captain 
O'Connox, informing him of his ago, hoalth, ete, 
and then inquiring after onrs—tho correct way to 
start an interview in Tibet. As his norvougsnoss wore 
off, the scope of the convorgation widened, and inquiries 
were mace as to our identity and plans, 
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Boforo long, little collapsible tubles, onrved and 
Aocoratod with red Ineynor Lop, were hrought in and 
placed before us, and on these were pub amall cishes 
pilod high with driod fenity, cakes, and sweats; this 
apparontly was only a formality, for hardly had tho 
more enterprising apivita tasted ono or bwo, when 
they wore whipped away, amplicd pollancll into a 
blanket, carried outside and given over to our sorvanis, 
‘Ton was Uhon passed yound, ponrod from largo gold and 
silver teapots into amall Chineso cups. ‘This brew, 
though fa from pleasing, was a decided improvomont 
on whit wo had had on ather aceusions, The Tashi 
Lama kept ui company, and scemed thoroughly to 
onjoy tho ton, his oup being refilled time alter time, 

The rigid otiquetle of the Delei Lame’a houso- 
hold was obviously not in vogue al Shigatso, for it 
was noticed thet the priests turned their backs to 
tho throno whon rotiring from tho room, and the 
attendants Inoked the Tashi Lama straight in tho 
faco, ‘Tho people at Lhasa holieve that all, excopt 
tho moxé noble, would bo immediately struck blind if 
they preaumed to cast their ayo on tho hallowed 
visngo of tho Dolat Lama, Novortheloss, thé Tashi 
Tama ix fav more loved and, from a purely roligious 
point of viow, respoctod than his more poworful 
confrdre. 

After a short pruao, white sill scarves wore brought 
in and handed to the Tashi Lama, who in buen progonted 
ono to cach of us, The servanta wore thon called up to 
ho blessed, the interproter aa a xpecial favour having 
tho Taahi Lama's hands placed on hia head, whilst tho 
bowed lieads of tho romainder were touched by a 
ailkon tassel to Ute accompaniment of a whigpored 
blossing, 

The whole scono was a most impressive one, but I 
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fear our own outward appearance was nob calculated to 
produce any great offect, for khaki uniform which has 
geon a year's campaigning coca not lond itself to seonic 
impressions, 

Wo thon took our departure, bowing and recoiving 
in return a smile and a courteous inclination of the 
head, and 40 onded a most unique oxporicnes, 

On leaving the building a move informal visit 
was paid to tho Prime Minister, whose house was 
situated closo by. Ifis pleasant faco was already woll 
known to us. Flo was a monk of high estate, having 
tho appearance of one of tho genial, woll-fed abbots of 
Tingland in olden time, Hoe mado us ag comfortable as 
possible, and again the inoviteblo ton and cakes wore 
brought in, Dexpite his protests, wo could not tackle 
those, and so, aftor a short stay, left his pleasant little 
home, aud ouco more mounting our ponies, rattled 
away to tho town, through tho usnal crowd of sight- 
soors end whining beggars, 

On tho 16th Ostobor a visit was paid to the Tashi 
Thumpo, tho most beautiful monastery in Tibet, and 
woll did the journey repay us, ‘The lamasory consists 
of a numbor of tomples and cwelling-houses, situated on 
tho lowor slopes of a vooky hill, and inhabited by about 
4500 lamas, ‘Tho buildings avo constructed of atone, 
and many aro of considorablo sizc, consisting of from 
two to three storeys, Tho houses aro whitowashed 
from top to hobtom, whilat the woodwork of the roofs 
is in places painted ved. The main wondor of tho 
place, however, lics in the golden tombs of the fivo 
provions Tashi Lamas, their gilded roofs rising high 
above tho aurrounding houscs, Outside the walls 
which enclose the whole of tho buildings we were mot 
hy tho hoad monks, who conducted us through the 
more important places of interest, Soveral of tho halls 
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and gallovies wore corlainly fino, hut nothing approached 
the fivo tombs in general magnificonao, Externally 
and internally they wore very imilar, with tho oxoep- 
tion that thet of tho first ‘Tashi Tama was perhaps the 
most bowntiful and lavishly devomted, Tho snyeo- 
phagus, which has a witlth, depth, and height of about 
twonty-five foot, stands in the contro of tho room, tho 
yoof of which ix of Chineso design ant heavily gilded, 
whilst the walla ara alea gilded, closoly painted, and 
hung with silka and tapextrien, ‘Tho hase of tho tomb 
is square, tho back perpendicular, and the front, which 
faces the doorway, slopes Iuckwards, rising in tiers 
until the summit of the tom files away into dorknoss, 
Tho sarcophagus itwell is of gold, covered with beautiful 
designs of ornamontal work, and studded with tu 
quoises and procious atones, ‘Tho turquoiaes appoar to 
bo all picked stones, arranged in pattorns, and in such 
profusion as to covor every availablo xpot, including the 
polished conoreto of the floor, Along tho ridges at the 
sido of tho tomb atnnd oxquisite old china vases and 
anoiont cloissxound wire, Whilat golden bowls, cach 
holding « lighted tapor, and vaaex anc oups of tho 
anmo material aro placed along tho front of the bnae of 
the tomh, At the anmmit ml sititod in a nicho site 
& figure of tho doa Tashi Lama with poarla hanging in 
fostoons from above and aromd the nock., ‘Tho oma 
monte forbidden to hin during Ifo decorate his image 
after oath.  Tvon hore, Mrvopean goads are ro 
prosented, for, harrille tn relate, amougat all this richnoss 
and beauty, five coloured gluas globos are ausponded, 
such ag aro usad to decorate Christmas trees, Through 
endloss passages and halls, past great images of gods 
and devila, gorgoously painted walla and ceilings, wo 
wore lod by tho highor monks dyrossod in grotesque 
hats and clothes. The rear was brought up by a herd 
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of dirty, perspixing Jamas, who thovoughly enjoyed the 
oxhibition, and oven more so the rupeos which woro 
distributed before lonving. 

Whilo tho wondors of Shigatse wore hoing revonled, 
the proparations for our journoy wore carried on 
apace, and by tho thivd day overything was roady, 
with tho exception of tho long fur coats for tho 
followors, Tho Fort commanders had promised tho 
garments on arrival at Shigatse, but failed to produce 
thom; a “visit consoquontly was paid to the groat 
fortross to sco what they wore up to. 

The Dzong, as enn ho scon from the illustration, 
is an immenso building, which complotely dominates 
tho town, and prosonts a vory imposing appoarance, 
apparently imprognable from the outside, though a 
closor examination from the interior shows that the 
whole place is rotten and xickety, Horo tho two 
commanders reside in comfortable little rooms ovor- 
looking tho town, in aupremo rule of a non-oxistont 
gaxrison, ; 

Tho climb up the steop woodon stairways to tho 
roof was anything but plonannt, for the dust of centurios 
lay thick on ovory boam and projecting rook, rising 
in clouds as wo atumbled upwards, It was woll worth 
tho trouble, however, for the view from the top was 
suporb, 

Nestling close avound three sides of tho foxt, 
ond many hundreds of feot below, lay tho town of 
Shigatse, a busy hive of human beings, the poople but 
little specks on a khaki-coloured background. ‘To the 
south-onst stretched the leautiful valley which wo had 
but recently traversed, and to tho north lay tho 
Brohmaputra, a silver stroak in tho distance, beyond 
which again yoso groat snow-capped mountains, Tho 
town proved to be much largor than we had supposed, 
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and was divided into many sections, the intorvoning 
spaces being filled with axlignant pools of wator and 
piles of the nowly-grown bhooxa, or chopped stray, 
Tho houses we built of alone, tho windows Benerally 
facing inwards and looking on to courtynuls, often 
hedeeked with flower, Iévery Inilding was white 
washed from top to bottom, the walla gleuning in the 
sunlight. ‘The Chinese onclosure, in which tho garrison 
aro supposed to live, when xeon from above, proved to 
ho a closoly packed mass of mind huts, sumrounded by 
a high battlemented mud and atone wall, pioreed by 
four doorways, above each of which drooped the 
Chinoso flag. Irom the Ivilliant sunlight on tho roof 
we dosconded into dingy passages, musty collars, and 
Avoary dungeons, fillet with rows of decaying carcnges 
of sheep, ‘These had heen hero for countlors yours, and 
wore originally collectet ax a store for the defondoys of 
tho fort in timo of war, [6 was no ono’s }usincas to 
remove tho dusty flesh nud decaying hones, and so thoy 
remainod your after year, filling tho rooms and poison: 
ing tho air. 

Tn this fort a thousund xoldiers avo xupposed to be 
abationed, but not a warrior waa to ho seen, tho excuse 
given hy the dzongpons for their abxenco being thas 
thoy wore all away on leave, a delightful condition of 
fairs for tho military man, and woll caloulntod to keop 
up tho xtrongth of tho atanding wmy, With a popular 
Assombly at Ghasa, what intoreating queations might be 
pub to the roproxontative of the War Offices hy youthful 
aspirants after political fame | 

Tn ono of tho rooms cloxe to tho main gateway, lay 
tho dried, though perfectly prexorved remaing of « mon, 
with the head and limbs removed from the trunk. ‘The 
following account waa given as to how the man had 
died, probably ono caso out of many. Ho had origin- 
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ally beon noted thiof, who fov his numerous thofis 
had xeceived many beatings, but as thoso punishments 
had no doterrent offeet upon his actions, ho was 
gentonced to death, Now in Tibet it is forbidden to 
spill blood, #0 ho had to be removed in some other 
fashion. On heing heunded over to one of tho 
dzongpon’s officials (who, hy tho way, took much 
pride in telling us tho story himself), ho was removed 
to a small yoom ¢losa hy and locked in, A big firo 
was then lit below the room, and the victim was slowly 
roasted to coath, Our informant volunteored tho 
information, and was apparently much aggrioved 
bocause tho poor wretch had died quietly. 

‘The coats were found to he neatly ready, and were 
promised for the following day, On leaving, in placo 
of ton, we drank some “ Arrack,” an extremely potent 
liquor slightly resembling Kummol in flavour, aftor 
which we were ablo to bid a cheerful good-bye to our 
rathor gruesome hosts, 

To simplify our dopartyre from Shigalse and to 
givo an opportunity to tho survey party to start work 
woll, wo dosiced to loave in two parties, Rydor and 
Wood going first and taking tho hoavier baggago with 
thom, whilo Bailey and I waited for tho coats. The 
caravan had now reached considorablo dimonsions, 
and consisted altogether of 85 mon and 44 ponies, 
and in addition 100 hired ponies and the requisite 
drivers, Tt was arvangod that tho sccond detach- 
mont should travel at about the same rate as the first, 
and ovortake it when an opportunity offered. Tho 
first party left on 16th Octobor without much trouble, 
whilo Bailoy and I followed two days lator, ‘The evo of 
our departure was spont with Captain O'Connor, who 
wag to remain here a fow days longer and thon rotumn 
to Gyantse, 


CHAPTER V 
WIN BXPEDYVION REACHES TATATSIS DZONG 


Tae morning of our departure was a mifornblo ono, 
A stoady dvizzlo throughout the night had thoroughly 
soaked tho tents, adding considorbly to their weight, 
and increasing tha difticulty of paeking thom on the 
ponics, Misornhlo though {6 wax, the people turned 
out in foren to seo the caravan Jouve, and to got 
what they could out of na Tho hangers-on at an 
Thdian dak bungalow ava had cnough, but these people 
wero far worse, for thoy were xo numorous, and cach 
considered his services hat heen of such special value ; 
dzongpons, ollicialk af the monastery and fort, the 
avsiaiuaty of thexo officiels, head ponyanon and their 
nasialants, policemen, night-watehmon, wator-carriers 
and xo forth, and thou leat, but not loaat, in a mighty 
habuuion appeared the hoggars, We parted from them 
at laat, keoping our ponior ab a sharp cantor, and soon 
overlook the alragglors of the caravan, 

Tho two dzongpons aceompanied ua for a couple 
of milox and thon paid their adious, giving us cach o 
aenrl of white nile before their departure. 

This, our frat day out, was nob a ploasant ono, for 
it rainod without coxuation until the evening, wobting 
us thoroughly and Sreozing us to tho bone, On 
ativing at tho intended halting-ground, so misorablo 
did ovorything appear that we continued our tramp, 
until after 22 miles wo obtained the woloome sight 
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of the tents of tho first party, pitched in tho midat of 
a grove of traor, Tho rain now ceased, tho clouds 
cloared away, and tho setting sun throw a warm glow 
over the surrounding country, and some hot ton 
steaming on tho tublo caused tho goneral outlook to 
appoar much more cheorful. 

An idoal cumping-gvound had heen chosen, level, 
covered with soft giwss and surrounded by trees on 
threo sides. A. good water supply was also at hand, 
foro little stronm ran bubbling through some undor- 
growth in the contre of the pateh, Tho fourth sido 
was ocoupied hy the Kang-gang Monastory, « substantial 
pile of buildings. Nony ab hand, to tho west, roso ono of 
those immense stone walls, 40 common and go heloved 
in Eaatorn ‘Tibet, upon which, at cortain religions 
fostivals hold during the yoar, gront pictures of Buddha, 
sorolls, paintings of hot and cold hells and of places 
of tormont are hung, 

Though tho march had heen a long one, the going 
had heon good, so the baggago animals tumod up carly, 
and wo wore comfortably settled down before darkness 
camo on, All the impodimenta wore, however, soaking 
wet, 80 it was cleciclod to halt a day and give the things 
a chance of drying, ‘Tho monaatory is not particularly 
intoresting, for tho gods and docorations aro in a atato 
of both dirt and decay. Two largo chortans in an 
upper room were shown, almost ontively stripped of 
their silver domos. ‘The procious metal is anid to have 
been stolen by tho Gurkhas at the timo of the Nopaleso . 
invasion in 1846, 1t is quite possible, howover, that 
all the articles of valuo were at tho timo of our visit 
hidden away, for although treatod with overy mark 
of outward respeot and doferonce, tho priesta wore still 
suspicious of us, On lonving the monastory, and in foot 
evory place wo visited, the people wore given small pio- 
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sonta of money, and such treatment worked wonders, 
Even to the end of our jonmey the fieb that wo paid 
for ovorything uxcd, and alvo gave monoy to those who 
devervod it, naturally crontel grout surprise omongst 
these people. The vaual custom in Tibet is thas 
whon an oflivial, or any awashbuekley, arrives at 9 
village, nob only does he take everything without 
paymont that ho em lay his Jumdy on, but ho oxpooty 
alsa to ho presented with money, sheap, ponies, oto, 
Tho law demands, for instance, that whon the Chinese 
Ambon travola about the country, tho districts he 
visits muat pay him G00 rupeca a dey, so long ag 
he is with thom, net one penny of which do they aver 
soo again, ‘Truly tho axiom of “apeoding tho parting 
guest” is most appropriate here, 

On tho road tho following day, a pathotie drama 
in natural history waa enaated hefore our oyes, 
Crossing the path aboul 150 yards ahead of us wag 
a hawk stooping ab « hoopeo, the loug-heaked little 
hird xo well known in India, Timo aftor time the 
hawk missut his qearry, fab evel stoop brought him 
nowrer vnc nenver to hia proy, Crlching sight of 
the pontes, tha panting hoapao changed his course, 
and headed straight for them. Twieo more he do- 
fouled tha purer, Int only hy « hair's breadth, and 
flattering up bo ua, alighted on the erupper of Ka 
Sung's saddle, where ho hung jeunting oud shoking, 
On a man trying to eatch him, he flew from saddle 
to nuddle, vefusing lo qui¢ this place of xofugo until 
tho dronled enemy was out of xight. Ifo thon flubiered 
into a nullnh and vanished, 

Boforo rouching our dostination a river of con- 
siderable sizo had to he forded, ox the ono and only 
lridgo which originally stood here had beon washed 
away, On oithor Lunk, however, men wore in attend 
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ance to point out tho most suitable placo at which to 
ford the river, anit to assist in convoying our bulky 
goods to the other side, This work was oxcellently 
carried out and saved much annoyance, for ‘Tbotan 
ponies, being only 12 lands high, avo unable to cross 
other than quite shallow rivors without wotting thoir 
loada, and a sonking bed is never popular, 

At Shabkading a woll-wooded compound had boon 
previously swept and cleaned, piles of grain and wood 
stacked ready for use, and choorful fires cracklod merrily 
beneath groat cauldyons of wator. 

With conditions so favoureble, travelling is a 
ploasuro, for ovoryono is in a good tomper, and tho 
work ia quickly and easily accomplished. Willing 
hands steady the tont poles, and othors soizo the ropes 
or bring the pogs and hammers, The tents aro con- 
sequently rapidly oxccted, tho floor-cloth soon down, 
and the tablo, chairs, and boxes assigned to thoir proper 
positions. In the meantime, the cook is engaged in tho 
proparation of toa, a hovernge invariably woleomo, and 
matorially assisting in making one contont with tho 
surroundings, 

Such exporionces axe, nevortholoss, the xovorse of 
common in this country, and how different is tho 
opposite picturo!—the caravan not in sight, o biting 
wind howls across tho plain, froozing ono to tho bono, 
and the woary soarch after fuel and water commences, 
often fruitless in result, Iungry, tired, and thirsty, 
the travollor finds what shelter ho oan, and waits with 
what pationco he may tho problomatical arrival of the 
caravan, 

Such experiences were not in atore for us this 
jowney, for had wo not a red-coated ollicial, armed 
with an order from the Lhasa Government, who 
clattered on ahead, riding « handsome mule, to sce 
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that things woro rendy, and without doubt to guide 
into his own pockets tho money intended as a presont 
to us| 

On tho third day out from Shigatio, the expedition 
ontored an ontirely now country, Western ‘Tibet propor, 
a lend aa different from ustorn Tibet as light from 
darkness, ‘The grass-eovered plains gavo place to 
. gravol, and oven the charactor of tho hills changed, 
Cultivation wax moro scanty, the villages wore situated 
farther and farthor apt, and the houses snialler, 

Tho great Brahmapntra lay in tho far distanco, o 
ailvor snuke in tho plain; but wo wero not to reach it 
that day, for it had previously beon arranged to halt at 
tho villago of Potong ‘Luahilong, The villago was a 
poor ona, and the ground under cultivation vory limited ; 
novortheless, our wolcome was a hoarty one, This 
was rathor surprising, for tho inhabitunta of this plain 
had roccived rough trontment ab om hands during the 
wu. A strong contingent had beon sont to bar our 
progroas at Red Idol Gorgo five months before, and 
though the position was naturally of gront strongth, 
tho ‘Tibotans were driven out with hoavy loss, ‘This 
oveurred during tho firat vlvance on Gyantao, and so 
numerous were their casualties and so unoxpocted the 
vosult, thub they gave up tho fortress of Gyantso on 
tho upproach of Gonoral Macdonald. Of courac, om 
proxent wolcomie muy have heen agsumod ; but it was’ 
difficult to holieva ig was all put on, for the maimed 
and sick ab ones camo to Tira Singh and bogged to be 
tronted. 

Tho Brahmaputra, or the Lsangpo, as it is known 
throughout Tibet, was not xeon again until wo reached 
its vory banks and ontered a rocky gorge through 
which it flowed, Toro tho first thing that caught the 
eyo was a bridge, the first of many found at intorvals 
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up tho vivor, all of similar gonoral construction. ‘Tho 
bridgo xosomblod in many vospoots tho ausponsion 
bridges soon throughout Asia, but in place of tho usual 
ropo or fibre, two iron chains formed tho main support, 
tho links forged from #-inch bars, whilst tho ends 
wore twisted round rock, or buried deep into tho ground 
on oithor side, A. network of ropes hung from the 
chains, and along thoso tho passonger mado his way, 
When it is romemborod that evory ounce of iron ig 
imported from China or India, one is ablo to understand 
the magnitude of tho task, With the most primitive 
toola and, a8 wo think, with on clemontary knowledge 
of mechanics, these great chains have beon ausponded 
across & chasm 800 feet in width, Truly ovr knowledgo 
of tho ‘libotans is but littl. ‘Tho natives all do- 
claved thoi ignorance aa to when the bridges woro 
orested, and stated that they woro in oxistenco in tho 
time of thoir grandfathors and grout-grandfathors, 
The genoral stote of proservation was marvollously 
good, all the links hoing ina good condition and tho 
ropes sound, 

Pin-dvo-ling was reached carly in the day, and 
thoro was thus plenty of timo in which to mako a 
thorough inspection of tho place, 

Pin-dzo-ling is a largo, well-azanged monastery, 
situated on the right banle of the Tsangpo, and at tho 
foot of a rugged apur, The rocks aro crowned with the 
romains of old temples and buildings, now fast falling 
into ruing; but tho chief building, in which o colossal 
figuro of Buddho sits, is still in fair condition, The 
whole tomple is given up to this one statue, and though 
dust lies deep around und the various decorations are 
worn and broken, the immense image still stares with 
4 placid amile through the cobwob-covered window which 
faces it ‘Che walla are covored from top to bottom 
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with fvescoos, somo henutifully oxccuted, but all x9 
prosonting, in ona way or another, the lowd figuros go 
commouly reproduced in all Tibetan tomples, 

Battlomented walla, more or loss decayed, cover the 
hillside, and ovidenes tho formor turbulent stato of tho 
country. ‘Che modern [amaxery and villoge form 4 
aquare, tho wholo oncloxad hy a high wall, tho chiof 
templo boing rituatol in the contre, und possessing a 
courtyard in front, Tho various honsos of tho gods axe 
xeattored around, one of which ix worthy of mention ag 
it contains a coppor-gilt atatuo of Buddha, booutifully 
cost, and richly oneruated with turquoisos, 

Outside tho miniature temples aro the colls of tho 
monks, all small, and ouch possessing n minute onclosed 
courtyard, and separntad from ite neighbour by a 
narrow, stono-flaggod prsange. 

Only ono monk is supposed to live in cach of thoso 
housos, but as these aro comparatively fow and the 
pricats are over two hundred in numbor, several must 
live togethor, , 

Many yours ago, the tomple above hold an incamate 
Buddha of its own, and waa consequontly rovered aso 
place of great tanatity, On the doath of tho last loma 
tho privilogo passed away, though Pin-dzo-ling is oven 
now considered of sufliciont importancs to have a 
dzongpon, who in tho prosont inataneo was a most 
obliging man, and who succecded tho following 
morning in aolling mo a pony which diod throe days 
aftorwards, 

Situated closo at hand ix an ideal grass-covored 
park of somo twonty acres, in which grow many 
aplendid old trees, gnarlod and rugged with age; 
this is the moro remavkublo aa tho park is sharply 
demarcated from the surrounding country, which 
consists almost ontirely of gront shifting dunes of 
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sand, Pin-dzo-ling must bo a moxb disagroeable place 
to live in whon tho hurriganos from tho south and 
wost swoop clown tho valley; evon at the time of our 
visit, the aftomoon wind compollod ua to seok sholtor in 
tho tents, 

Quite respectable durbar was hold lator on in tho 
day, whon tho Lhasa ‘Tronty was rond to tho gaping 
orowd; in order to further impross the peoplo, the 
Union Jack waa placed well to tho front, but it 
wes hard to mako thom understand that the flag was 
anything ut a porsonal hannor. 

Wood and Bailoy had climhad to one of tho highest 
poaks carly in tho afternoon, and both ondeavoured to 
reach camp by taking a short cut noross the intorvening 
country. Wood roavhod homo at dusk, bub as Bailoy 
was still absont, mon wore sent out in sonrch ; at oight 
o'clock, I alao started and took tho back rond, ao 
companied hy some volunteers from the villaga. 
Sovoral shots wore fired from the Browning pistol to 
guide tho stragglora; but though the roports echoed 
woll from tho surrounding oliffs no answoring shot was 
heard. To my aurprige, the Tibotans woro not in the 
loaat frightoned by tho report of the pistol, and most 
of thom wore hugely dolighted and childishly amazod 
at tho hum of tho bullet, Soon aftor roaching camp, 
the lost party tumed up ubtorly tired out; they had 
encountered an impassable ravine, and wero compelled 
to mako a long dotour, This afforded anothor losson 
in short cuts, 

Over 200 ponios had hoon collected to carry 
tho baggage, and as the pooplo thought that each 
pony would roquiro at least ono driver, the whole 
countryside had turned up. Only ono hundred, however, 
wore neoded, and we consoquently took our choice, 

Splendid little beasts theso Tibotan ponics are, 
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aturdy and well-shapod, small ours und cloan logs, and 
wb thia timo of tho yoar ax ful as pigs, Tho baggage 
ix fastoned on a small wooden sntdle, with a thick pad 
of folt honeath to protect the animal's back, and the 
wholo is thon lashed firmly on; then away they go at 
their host paco in ono jostling cyowd, and since the 
road consisls in many placos only of a moro ledgo out 
out of the clifl, with a sheer drop into the rivor below, 
it is wonderful how, in the numerous xorimmages which 
take placo, so fow accidents ocaur, 

The Brahmaputra (known to those people as the 
Matsong, or [Horse's Mouth) now rushed through a gorgo 
belweon ateop and sometimes previpitous cliffy, and 
though this was the dry xcason, tho volume of wator 
was still consideralle, Pretty little hamlets, surrounded 
hy trocs and cultivated lund, wore dobted along both 
hanks, and oceupied wl tho gentler slopes at tho mouths 
of tho nullehs, Just hofore reaching the camp at 
Chap- trang, s small village containing only four 
inhubibants, wo wore mob-by the two chief mon, who 
came ranning slong to great ux, howing to the ground 
ovory few yard, ‘Thoy wero much oxeited, and nat 
knowing to whom to give tho inovitablo white acarf of 
groating, conghided that the Gurldiw orderly who 
wuvied the flag must be the moxt important individual, 
and insisted, dexpite the Gurkha’s protests, in progont- 
ing it to him. On arrival wo found that Ka Sang had 
alroady made himeelf ab homo in the best rooms of 
tho house, 

‘The reception rooma of a Tibetan house axe for 
from uncomfortable, and when clean and swopt presont 
many advantages over the more pretentious buildings 
of othor lands; ab uny rate, they appoar to after o long 
and tiring journoy, when the rather grimy walls axe 
found to he hung with colton prints and embroidories, 
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the room partitioned afl’ into cosy aleaves by thick 
rugs, end tho baleonics filled with Aowers, 

Whatever fnults tho Tihetuns may havo, they aro 
not lacking in hospitality, and almost hefore the 
travoller is seated, cups of hot ten, craks, and sweots 
are placed before him, 

Fiftoon miles beyond, tho valloy widens out 
into an opon, fortilo plain; through tho contro, by 
many channels, yuna tho tortuous and now sluggish 
Brahmaputra, 

In tho quiotor roaches the waters wero almost 
choked with fish; not little sprats, but fino follows, 
varying from one to three pounds epieco. If fish of 
this sizo lio in theso side pools, it is more than pro- 
bablo that many fine onos sulk in the deop, slow 
rons, ond under tho ovorhanging rocks, Indeod, such 
is tho caso, for movo than once a silent swirl and the 
tip of & great tail wore soon, as somo monstor rose 10 
the surface for his ovoning meal, ‘Those which were 
caught by the Tibotans proved to be fair cating, 
though devidledly bony, 

On ono occasion, a shoal of about five hundred, 
averaging two pounds in woight, was seen lying in a 
shallow stvotch of tho river by the aide of the road. 
Tho water was throo feob in depth, and as it shoaled 
gradually, tho idox ocowred to us that, with the help 
of tho ponies, ib might bo possible to drive thom into 
shallow water and thore catch thom by hand or force 
them on to tho bank. Jive mounted mon were sent 
in, and, forming line, commenced the drive. Abt first 
all wont woll, and the fish surged forward in o black 
mass, augmented overy few yards by other shoals, 
Expectation ran high; the ponies closed in, and with 
tho men shouting lustily on the hanks and_ beating 
the wator with sticks, the trap scomed complete. The 
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fish wore, howovor, now moving mora slowly, and ono 
would broak back, thon half w dozen, and finally all 
waa confusion; for the whole lob, frightoned ab the 
shallownest of the water, burned with ono accord ond, 
doapite ovary ondonvour, foreod thoir way botwoon the 
ponios’ logs and gained tho doopor water, Th the 
atrugglo the water boowme black with mud and tho 
surfaco churned into foam: «t least one thousand 
must have bean collected togather until tho cordon 
gevo way boforo their onslaught. ‘They clogoly 
resomblod the mahaeor of India, with tho difference 
that tho foclors were longor end tho saules smaller, 
It is possible that, like theso fish, the smaller ones may 
taka the fly and tho larger tha spoon, in which case 
the Brahmaputra will he a paradise for the angler in 
yours Lo come, 

Along tho banks, and in tho silont roaches, bar- 
headed geoso wore plontiful, and uw fow ducks ware 
also to he seen; tho former wore at firat vory tame, 
hut a fow shots soon warnod thom that their old 
onomiod from the pluing of Jndin had yvoached their 
hithorto safe haven. Bailey managed to account for 
foux, with ono sugdesafal xhot, and these wore ro 
trioved hy ton oxeitod Tihotaus, who plunged into 
tho walor togethor, and atrngglod smongat thom- 
rolves for tho honour of Jyinging tho birds to 
shore, 

Rising abruptly from tho contre of the plain, and 
on the right bank of the river, waa a groat rock, avery 
available foot of which was covered hy tho buildings 
of tho Fort of Lhatac, At that time no opportunity 
offored of oxumining it moro closoly, ag a large crowd 
had collested, and tho guides lod ua ab a trot into a 
walled gardou aurrounded by trees, and with a plensaut 
little house at one end. Tfora wo took up our abode 
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for two days, whilal tho men campod in the garden 
and the ponios were picketed round the outor wall, 
The rooms had already beon decorated with tapostrios 
and olotha, and as overything had been got ready 
boforchand, including boiling water, we wore soon 
comfortably sobtled, Shortly afterwards, tho head 
monks and the dzongpons arrived, prosonts wore 
exchanged, and the Treaty rend; thoso coromonials 
over, wo had tho afternoon to ourselves. 

Thero was no peaco, howover, for Hospital Assistant 
Hira Singh; his famo had preceded him, ond the 
blind, the halt, and tho maimed began to arrive, 
First of all thoy came in twos and threos, and then 
in battalions, until the compound could hold no more. 
The amount of sicknoss among these supposed hardy 
pooplo is astounding, and as thoro are neither doctors 
nor drugs, thelr condition at timos is most deplorable. 
All diseases and silmonts aro put down to evil spirits, 
whose dovilish workings can only be defeated by the 
roligious coromonies of the lamas, “Whatever may 
bo tho disense, tho trontment is tho same: the devil 
muat bo dziven out by prayors, chanting, the soreeching 
of clarionottos and the boating of drums, Indigostion, 
a vory common complaint amongst Tibetans, is treated 
in ® totelly different mannor; for tho patient is 
cauterisod with hot irons all ovor the pit of the 
stomach, in rings ov in lines. Tho treatment is invari- 
ably attended with succoss, so thoy say, and such is 
probably tho cago; for tho stinging pain of the red-hot 
iron must always overpowor the aching caused by the 
indigestion. 

Cataract forms the main scourge of the land, and 
hog agsumed torrible proportions, Evory village and 
every oncampmont has its band of totally blind 
beggars, whilat many othovs, including tiny children 
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and babios in arms, suffer from tho samo disoaso, in a 
varying degroo. Tho only way to aceornt for this is 
the glare of tho conntry and tho clonda of dust which 
aweop down tho vallays of tho ‘Txangpo and over its 
sandy plains, Onco tho disouxo commences, thoro is 
no ure; there aro no Augeons and but fow glasses, 
and these ae of the cherpext ond poorest qualivy, 
imported from India, Some aro coloured, bub all 
probably caloulated to do more harm than good, ‘Tho 
greatest hoon which the country could reedive would 
be tho advont of skilled oculiste, 

loro I may allude to the peculiar funeral eustoma 
confined, as fur aa T know, to ‘Tihet, though in some 
reapocts similar to tha Pursea mado of cisposing of 
their dead in the Tower of Silenco, No European 
has had an opporiinity of following tho complote 
ritual, and of tho many preliminaries I obtained no 
insight, though on ono ovension, finding a consider 
ablo crowd disporsing, ] wont up to seo what the 
excitement had heen whout, and found the coromony 
woll advanced. Tho body“ had heen phecod naked on 
a flat stone and handed over to two mon for disposal, 
according to custom, Thoxo—1 lnvdly know what to 
oall thom—onttora-np, armed with long sharp knives, 
accomplished their duties with coxtority, romoving 
tho head from tho trunk with one or two cloan, sharp 
strokes, and handing it over to an assistant, who 
proceoded to burn it in a xmall yak-dung fire, which 
had beon lit close nt hand, Tho fow apoctatora atood 
soma distances away, lonving « considerable space 
hotween thom wad tho corpxe, and hore tho village 
dogs had colloctod, whilst numoxons vultures on the 
surrounding rocks flapped their meungy wings in eager 
anticipation, Tho outtors-up, onco started, lost no 
time over their horrid work, ‘Tho limba wore held 
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in ono hand, and with tho other tho flesh was out 
into long strips and flung about to tho dogs and 
birda, which, quovrelling and fighting amongst thom- 
solves, rapidly devoured overy morsel, As goon as 
the flosh had leon removed, the limbs wore sovored 
at tho joints, tho hones oxnshod between hoavy rocks, 
and tho fragments seattored in all diroctions. In 
fifteon minutes nothing yomained but a smoking 
skull, which was afterwards to ho broken up, whilst 
gorged piriahs and filthy birds slouched drunkenly 
around, in search of hiddon fragments of flesh and 
bone, Truly a horrid sight, but yot a sanitary ono, 
for in this dry country a body buried in tho ground 
would last for yoars. It posscases the advantage 
also of boing inexpensive, for tho mon who subsist by 
this terrible trade receive about four aunas cach for 
thoir work. Woalthy relations of tho deceased may 
bo made to pay as much ag a rupee, whilst the vory 
poor are somotimes charged as little as two aunas for 
the burial obsequios, , 

In tho more remote parts of Tibot, whore fucl ig 
scarce, and professional “ outters-up” non-existent, the 
corpses avo placed on tho hillsides to bo devoured by 
wolves, foxos, and vultures, or to bo gradually destroyed 
by tho clomonts, 

Whilet Hiva Singh was holding his loveo in the 
grounds, wo visited tho Buddhist templo, a building 
similar to othors already seon, but differing from thom 
in its stato of excollont prosorvation, The paintings 
woro fresh and well oxeouted, and much talent had 
boon displayed in the docorations around the mein 
entrance. None of the omaments had beon removed 
from the altars and niches, and some beautiful works 
in brasa wore shown to us, all of which were said to 
have beon manufactured on the apot; but apparently 
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very little is mado hera nowadays, and if new gods 
aro required, thoy are hronght from Thasa. In tho 
courtyard, in long lines and dented in perfect silonce, 
wore rows of Inmay and acolytos, paliontly waiting 
with thoi cups in Uheiv hands for their afternoon 
meal, In ages thoy ranged from small boys to old 
mon; no giggling, no talking, no nudging, but rowa 
of absolutely silent ued motionless figures, This 
attitude they maintainer, in ypilo of tho fact that they 
wore certainly dovoured with curiosity, for not ona had 
avor sean an European before, The outer buildings 
wore unintorosting und hare, and as the courtyard 
was adomed by only ono or two drooping trees, 
tho aspect waa not inviting, Tho wholo sottloment 
was onclosel by a high and towor- flanked wall, 
a yolio of the timos when ‘Tihob waa over by 
robbers, before the days of the powerful Lhaga 
Governmont, 

I was particularly desirous of obtaining « good 
Lhasa terrior, and aa perhaps somo of my readors do 
not know what a [has torrier is, I will roughly 
doxoribe him. Ifo ix small ivon-groy, long-haired 
little dog, with prick cars, eyes covorad with lois, 
and w rathor ourly tail, resembling in many respoots 
a Skyo torrion. Tho monks keep theso cogs aa pots, 
and tho Doli Lama is roported to have a kennel of 
thom in the Pota-la at Lhasa, No caro, however, has 
hoon token to keop the brood puve, so it is oxcoadingly 
dificult to obtain e good spocimen. We mado sovoral 
inquirios on tho road a8 to whore we could find one of 
thexo cogs, and were repoatedly told that thay could be 
obtained at Lhatse. Tho dzongpon waa consoquontly 
informed of our wants, and although he expressed 
himsolf ag ignorant of the exact Ikind required, yot 
he would send round all the small dogs in the place. 
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Tho noxt morning bhey appoarec, cach carricd by a 
lama, mon and dogs forming up in line opposite 
the house, The latter wore nicoly got up with collars 
and bella, and obviously decorated with a view to 
please tho oye. No adornmonts, howovor, could 
disguise tho fot that thoy were horrid, snappy little 
boasts, of all colours and dispositions. Only ono at 
all vesombled a torrior, and ho not only had a vilo 
tempor, but had lost his tail, It was useless to buy 
such animale, 80 masters and dogs were dismissed, 
much to the delight of the latter. 

Tn tho afternoon wo visited the fort, passing 
through sevoral archways boforo roaching tho main 
door, ‘Tho building is wonderfully constructed, for 
the top of the rook is oxtromoly narrow, and in 
order to obtain sufficient room and to And a firm 
foundation, the outor walls rest on narrow ledgos 
half way down tho procipitous sides, Though much 
ingonuity had boon displayod in its dosign, yot in 
construction it is vory wegk, and the walls in places 
of hardly sufficient thickness to bear the weight 
above, In formor times this dzong waa o famous 
stronghold; for tho water question, the causo of g0 
much weakness in other Tibotan forts, was of no 
consequence hore, Tho water bastion overhangs tho 
river, and from this building the defenders could 
obtain as much wator og thoy required, without tho 
danger of oxposing thomsclves, ‘he broad ond 
sluggish Tsangpo washing against its northern faco 
also offered many chances of escape in casos of dofeat, 
With the advont of heavy gung, o strong Government 
at Lhasa, and the British Raj at the gates of Tibet, 
those old days of bloody fights and lengthy sieges 
have gone, nover to vetwn, The dzongpons, how- 
ever, were none tho less proud of thoir homo, and 
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although thoy confosiol that thot troops consisted 
of but two men who lived in the villngo, yot they . 
dolighted in thoit cnstlo in the air and thoir appmenily 
dominating position over the Villago and country 
below, 


CHAPTER VI 
. MOUNT EVEREST 


Tue routo invariably taken by traders loaving Lhatso 
for Western ‘libot runs parallel to, bub many miles 
to the north of tho Brahmaputra, Though the going 
on this northern road is nothing to boast about, it 
is proforablo to tho tracks which run along the 
banks of tho river. This trado routo again touches 
tho Tsangpo 160 miles beyond Lhatse, and as tho 
course of the rivor up to this point was quite unknown, 
wo determined to follow it up. 

For this purpose, and in ordor to survey as much 
ground as possiblo, tho oxpedition divided into two 
parties, Ib was sotitlod that Wood and Bailoy should . 
keep to the trado route, taking with them all tho 
hoavy and spare baggage and the private tyans- 
port ponios, while Rydor and I, lightly equippéd, 
would follow the xivor, 

The next morning wo sob out, having carefully 
arranged tho kits the evening bofore into two lots, in 
order that tho staré might bo mado without any 
muddle, yet oven with this procaution we went off 
with the hodding holonging to a military survoyor of 
the northern party. Fortunately for this man, his 
bundlo was noticed by us in the ovoning and was 
vottmned to him tho next day. Thore are some 
people in this world who nover can look aftor their 
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Tho beggars turned up in force, for this was an 
opportunity nob to bo misasd, and the Inst ohanes 
they would have of working on our sympathies, 
Thoy wore much upsxot, howovor, by the doparture 
of the two parties in opposite diractiona, for, nob know. 
ing which to follow, they ran from ono to the other 
in oagoy and nolay anticipation, hut with no equivalent 
result. Wood and Bailey wore obligod to retrace 
their stops for a mile in ordar to roach tho forry, 
whore tho ponios woro mnlacon and their loads 
tranaforred to honts. Tho ponics thomselves wero 
mado to cross al the ford, which for two months in 
the year exints ab this place, The river, oven ab this 
low-wator soagon, waa nono too shallow, and it wag ag 
much aa the animals could do to keop their footing, 

For tho groator part of tho day wo could gos 
theix caravan moving ovor tho plain until they 
disappeared into a valley to the north, and it was 
not for another forlnight that wo met again. 

Our own party had to,make a considerable detour 
hoforo rounding the bond of the river, which hore 
divides into many chaunela, Tho lattor half of the 
maroh was over ground covered with loose stones, 
and the sight of a littl garden, hidden bohind some 
housca in which wo wore lo camp, consequently camo 
a8 a woleomo surpriao, 

Tho two noxt marchos ran alongside tho right 
bank of tho Brahmaputra, Tho path consisted of a 
narrow lodge out into tha olifls which overhung the 
river, always rough, and often rosting on wooden 
props, So narrow did it bocome in places that the 
ponics were unable to proceed with their burdens, 
which had to be removed and tho baggage passed slong 
by hand. von with this precaution, ono of the 
loads of bedding, while hoing carried by o coolie, 
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struck a projecting rock, and to savo himself tho man 
was forced to loose hia burden, which fell with a 
oleax drop of some 200 feet ox so into the rivor below, 
The bundle had been tied up in a mackintosh shost, 
which proved sufticiont to keep it afloat, and go, after 
bobbing about on the surfaco for a time, it sailed gaily 
away down tho river, We could do nothing to 
rocover it, a8 tho cliffs wore perpendicular, and tho 
ourront soon swept it round o bend, and ont of sight, 
The Brahmaputza, howevor, was not to be its grave, 
for a lynx-eyed Tibotan on the left bank had scen 
tho ontastrophe, and racing down tho path, kopt lovel 
with it for many miles until a favourable opportunity 
offered, and it was retrieved from a back-wator, 
Tho owner, though bedloss for the night, was able to 
dveam of pleasant nights to come. 

A. peouliar shaped rock, with deop wator on oither 
side and covered with flags, rises from the centro of 
tho rivor at one place, For somo time we wondored 
how tho flags had over begn placed there, and only 
discovered later that even in the depth of winter tho 
rapid current is insufficient to prevent the river from 
becoming somplotoly frozon over, and tho opportunity 
is thon seized by tho dovotoes to ronow the flags, which, 
evor fluttering in the breovc, waft prayors to tho 

ods, 

Where the Chi Chu, a stream of considerable 
sizo ising in the southorn hills, joins tho Tsangpo, 
the pathway loaves the main xiver and follows the 
iributary, leading through a dolightful little valley 
dotted with fields and homesteads, and well irrigated 
by xivulets which flow from all the side nullahs, It 
is as pencoful a spot as one could wish io find, and 
inhabited by a cheery, ploasant people, Not only is 
it pleasing to the human eye, but it seems to be 
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equally appreciated by gama-birda, for covoys of 
partridges and ram shikor wore sean scurrying about: 
in all direotions, 

Nature favours the inhabitants of the valley» 
to auch an extent as even to provide thom with hot 
baths, for a aplendid spring of hot aulphur water is 
situated at its uppor ond, This gift the people 
have taken full advantage of, having built a large 
roofed-in tank to collect tho hot wator, and created 
‘stone huta all around in whieh they can dross and at 
the same time disouss the topica of the day. Shelves 
and fireplaces make it evident that when they come 
to take their baths the people troat the oocagion os 
a pleasant picnic. : 

The exit from the valley proved as difleult as the 
ingroas had heen casy, for the path, after running over 
soft turf for a couple of miles from the camp, without” 
tho slightest warning, lod us straight at tho almost” 
precipitous wall of rook which bounded the valley 
to the north. ‘ : 
* Tt would have proved a hopeless task to havo 
taoklod tha 1000 feat of boulders with ponies, had it — 
not heen for the villagers who came to assist us on ° 
our way, Not only could the ponies barely keop. 
their foot, but tho saddles having no brenst-bonds, 
slipped over thoir hindquarters, ‘Two men to each 
load, howovor, mado all the difference; for the pony 
was pushed and pulled up the steepest parts, and 
thon turned with hia head downhill, in ordor that 
the shifted load might bo veadjuated. After a good ° 
breather at tho smmnmit, the descent was made with 
comparative ease, though the path dropped consider: - 
ably before reaching the banks of the Brahmaputra, 

Woe had now entered a gamoy-looking country, 
studded with thick sorub jungle ond patches of gress, ~ 
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and well irrigated with water, As the caravan wended 
its way in and out of the bushes towards the- more 
open country, numerous coveys of partridges wore 
disturbed, most of which provided us with one or 
more birds for the pot. They were hardly worth 
shooting except for this purpose, for nothing would 
make them rise, nob even when stones were thrown, 
When surprised on the path, they just looked at you 
in o casual manner, and after a few more scratches 
in the gravel, vanished unconcornedly into the 
undergrowth. My orderly, a sturdy little Gurkha, 
would puzzle his wits as to how to circumvent these 
running birds, sometimes with such success as to got 
into tho line of fixe, and nearly got shot himsolf. 

Another habit these partridges have is that, when 
one is wounded and fluttering on the ground, its mate, 
and at times the whole covey, will attack it viciously, 
jumping up and down on the body, and successfully 
driving out what’ little life remains, The ram chikor — 
were oven more tame, for they took no notice whatever 
of man, and often very little of the shot, So numerous 
wore those birds in places, that I on one ocoasion 
bagged five with a No. 6 cartridge, Still other game- 
birds were found, notably the beautiful Tibetan sand- - 
grouse, but they were never so plentiful. as either 
the chikor or the partridges. However, they mado 
up. for their comparative scarcity by additional 
stupidity, never flying more than a few yards, even 
when the same covey had been blazed into time 
after time, Perhaps it was just as well that they 
behaved in this manner, for everyone in camp 
appreciated these delicious birds, and cartridges were 
Scarce, 

A. few miles beyond the point at which our path 
‘had struck the river, the gorge widened into o beautiful 

14 
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valley soma ten miles in length. Many small Villages 
and homesteads lay dotted about the plain; each, 
surrounded by trees and cultivated land, Tho houses 
were Whitewashod and substantially built, and the people 
looked happy and prosperous, With the rich soil 
and the sedlusion which thia valley offers, it is curious 
that the country is not move thickly populated, for 
thoro romain large tracta of fertile ground covered 
with close grass, move than sufficiont for the flocks of 
sheep, ponies, and donkeys of tho presont inhabitants, 
The arrangemonts made by the officials for our 
comfort on arrival in camp atill continued to he ex. 
cellent; grain, bhoosa, and wood ware Inid out in hoaps, 
and cows tothored close by stood waiting for the 
milking, Tho milkmaids, however, did not come up 
to the usual standard of hoauty and cleanliness, and the 
cows would never give milk until a stuffed calf and q: 
foad of chopped straw had been placed before them 
when those seductions wero ingufliciont to induce the 
animala to do their duty, the cosired result was arrived, 
at by porauasivo scratching of their backs, * 
Still » fow miles farther on, and, situated on the 
opposite or northern bank of the river, rose wn enormous 
and precipitous rock, which at one tine must have heen, 
a famous place. Tho actual summit, towering many. 
hundreds of feat above the plain, waa practically hidden 
from view by tho romains of ancient tomples and 
houses. Jt was too far off and too inaccessible to. 
visit, 80 ita oxnat size could not be determined, though 
even the part visible was of sufficient extent to have 
housed many hundreds of monks, Close to the foot:of 
the precipice nestled a charming little village, certainly 
a much more pleasant spot to inhabit than the dwellings 
perched high up on the barren, aun-baked, and ‘winds, 
awept pinnacle, as 
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A short distance farthor up the valloy stands Rujé 
Monastery, balancing on tho edge of » steop precipice 
using sheer from the river bank, [6 is enclosed on the 
other sides by high walls, but the whole place looks 
poverty-stricken and shabby, The monks are probably 
fairly well off, in spite of the dirty and dilapidated 
condition of their housos, for the village which lies at 
the foot of the hill presents oll the signs of prosperity, 

The only feature of special interest in the village is 
an immense gilt-domed chortan, far and away the 
lavgest that [ have.seen in Tibet, with the exception of 
the huge edifice ab Gyantse, 

A double apan chain bridge crosses the Tsangpo 
closo by, a mass of masonry in mid stream forming 
the central support, Really a wonderful piece of work, 
when we consider the primitive tools these people - 
possess, 

- Beyond Rujé we could not progress, for groat cliffs 
rose sheer from the river, entirely blocking the road to. 
all but goats, though tho ‘natives maintained: that 
coolies could scramble along. We consequently tumed 
to the south, only too glad to leave these monotonous 
valleys, from which no view of the: surrounding 
country could be obtained. The low-lying district 
whioh lay before us was rich with o verdant green 
grass, and the ground in places so boggy that our 
passage waa much impeded... Innumerable donkeys, 

‘ponies, yaks, goats and sheep simply covered the 
ground, whilat perched. on all the higher and drier 
spots were villages and ruina, The old towers and 
gaunt walls of former great buildings showed how 
densely populated and how important this place had 
ones been, All, wo were told; had been utterly 
destroyed by the Gurkhas during the war of about 

’ fifty-five years before, The. earlier devastations, 
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however, had not driven the people from the mos 
favoured places, for now temples and houses had 
aprung up in all directions, tho old buildings being let 
whore they were, to gradually decay, Many hit 
forruginous springs bubbled from the mountains op 
the left, but no baths had been made here, as in the 
valley of the Chi Chu. Higher up the hill, pavixldgos 
awamed; I could never have imagined that so many. 
birds oxisted in one placa, , ; f 

Our camp waa pitched by some shophords’ huta,: 
immediately below the head of the nullah, 2000 fect: 
above the river and full in the teeth of the bitter 
wind, So unpleasant was this spot that we departed 
the following morning 8 curly aa possible, crossing thie 
Kura La (17,900 feet) in deop snow. No sooner was 
the summit reached than we ronlisod that, if conical 
hill closo by was climbed, we wore certain to obtnin: 
a fine view of Mount Ivovest, and from a diresits 
never lefore secon by uropeans, 

The morning waa cold, crisp and clear, so, turnin, 
our backs on tho ground from which the mightiest: 
mountain in the world uprose, we olimbed steddily 
until tho orost of our observatory hill was reached ;.: 
and well did it repay ua, for to tho south, and distant: 
about fifty miles, though to all appearance much nearer’ 
on account of the rarefied atmosphere, lay the wildest; 
part of tho Himalayas fully exposed to view, pee 

Toworing up thousanda of foot, a glittering pinnacle 
of snow, roso Tivorest, a giant amongst pigmios, and” 
remarkable not only on account of its height, bub for. 
ita perfect form. No other peaks lie near or threaten: 
its supremacy, ‘Jfrom ites foot a rolling masa of hil 
stretch away in all directions, to the north dropping t 
the Dingri Plain, 15,000 feet below. ‘To tho cast ant 
wost, bub nowhero in its immediate vicinity, rise other’ 
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great mountains of rook and snow, each beautiful in 
itself, but in no other way comparing with the famous 
peak in solemn grandeur, It is difficult to give an idea 
of its stupendous height, its dazzling whiteness and 
overpoworing size, for there is nothing in the world to 
compare it with. Its northern face had the appearance 
of a sheor precipice, but the distance was too great 
to decide upon this with cortainty, 

Mount Ivorest has only been known to the 
civiliséd wotld for rather over half a century, and 
its discovery was hut little more than an accident; for 
from nowhere in India is the great mountain visible 
except as a peak just showing up over the shoulders 
of other and nearer ranges, 

The method adopted of measuring the heights 
of the Himalayan range was that of observing from 
three or more points in the plains to every prominent 
snow-peak visible, and working out the results at 
leisure, Groat was tho excitement one day, when 
computer working at these observations obtained a 
height surpassing that of all previously known peaks, 
“Mount Liverest” was the name given to this, the 
highest known point of the world’s surface, and 29,002 
feos above soa-lovel. It was called, after a famous 
Surveyor-Goneral of India, as it wag unknown and 
unnamed by the natives of India, This nomenclature 
dissatisfied many, and from time to time attempts have 
boen made to-.change it, amongst othors to Chomo 
Kanker and Gori Shanker, but without success, 
For ,the purpose of finally settling the quostion, - 
Captain Wood was sent to Katmandu in 1908, and 
there found that to the Nepalese the mountain was 
nameless, The Tibetans questioned ‘by us replied to 
the same effect, and so now and for ever it will be ~ 
known os Mount Evorest, As a result of these in- 
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quixics Colonel Burrard jaa obtained promiaca trom 
Germany and other nations to substitute  Evoroat” for 
all namos now in use. 

Anothor point of groat intereat to goographera hag 
always beon, whothor thore might nob ho similar bug 
highor mountaing in the noighbourhood, yet not visible 
from Indin, hia question wo wore ablo to settle, 
for tho groat ponk liens no rival, tho country falling 
steadily away to tho banka of the Brahmaputra; 
whothor further cast or in the Kuan Luan Mountaing 
there is a mightior mountain, remains to be acon, 

Tho wind was too hitter to atny long in our exposed 
position, which, by the way, was the watershed between 
the Gangos and Brahmaputra hosina, so, lonving the 
coolios to follow with the plano table at thoir own pace, 
wo hurried on to sholtor and warmth, Our progress 
ovor tho open was rapid ; for tho ponies, likewise chilled 
to the bono, wont scampering and bucking over the 
atony undulating alopos. Thon wo ontored a gorge 
tho bottom of which the sun raroly reaches, and hexe 
wore obliged to carefully pick our way, a8 thero was - 
no path; for the ravine was nothing but a alit in the 
mountaina, and tho bed full of rooks. Mile aftor mile 
this continued, tho vond falling rapidly, until at dusk 
wo debouchod on to the Dingri Plain, which Monsiour 
Huo sixty yoars ago declared to bo tho home of tho 
unicorn, Kaju is built in an ontiroly difforont style 
from tho villagos paased on the rosd from Gyontee, In 
place of the pleasant little whitewashed houses with 
their grassy lawns and rows of trees, wo now find bare, 
uninteresting blooks built of groy limostono, surrounded 
with cattlo-pens, and not a veatigo of anything green to 
relieve tho monotony. 

In this not too cloan and decidedly odoriferous spot 
we wore compelled to stay for a day, for the cook 
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becamo seriously il], Ho had boon ailing for some 
days, and though ho had high temperature, quinine and 
phenacetin seomed 10 have no offect upon him. He was 
persuaded by the headman of the village to allow the 
local medical practitioner to pay him a visit, 

The doctor soon appeared, carrying o big bag, and 
woaring an air of great importance, His ontry into  , 
the tont was nob quite ao dignified as one would 
have expooted from one of such learning, for it was 
mado on hands and knoos, crawling through the refuse 
of the yard, with the bag trailing behind him, The 
case took a long time to diagnoso, with tho result that he 
ordored immediate bleeding. What tho complaint was 
I do not know, but it would have beon the death of 
the man to have allowed this drastic treatment in his 
thon weak state, and so tho modico was dismissed after 
receiving his foo, and tho patient recovered in due 
COULBE, 

Ryder rode nearly across the plain in the afternoon, 
saw Mount Everest again, and found that the great grassy 
plain wo wore in atrotched right away to the Himalayas, 
Brom the herds of yaks and sheep seen, it was 
obvious that the district is a favourite grazing-land. 
Tho water drains away past Dingri, a village of 
considerable size, to the east of Everest, and thon 

’ through Nepal into the Ganges, 

A delay of one day is usually followed by a long 
march in order to make up arxears, and on this occasion 
we had move than we bargained for, crossing again into 
the Tanngpo Valley, and eventually camping in some 
old sheop-pons, where we were recived by the naual 
local officials, Such delightful hosts our new friends 
turned. out to bo; nothing they could do was too much 
trouble for them. 

Here, we cought our Tibetan interproter receiving 
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bribos, or rather prosents of monoy, from thoso peopl 
When romonstrated with, ha aaicd, “What could } 
do?—the poople would give him money.” This w, 
more or Joa true, but atill it did not suit our plaz 
go the custom camo to a timely ond. This man, 
Lodu by namo, wo had tekon on as an interproter, 
but ho wea a horvid villain, and his ideas of ober. 
onoo and discipline were at fiat most primitive, Ho 
had originally come up from Darjocling na a dhooly 
bearer in tho employ of tho Tibot Mission, and as he 
possessed a fair knowledge of Hinduatant had been 
promoted to interpreter hy the Mounted Infantry, 
This advanco had unsottled him, ox ho promptly 
developed into a thorough scoundrel, ond laboured 
under tho delusion thut ho waa oqual to any Rajah, 
Once wo caught him wearing an official badge with 
which ho ondoavoured to doseive tho people into the 
holiof that ho was tho rveprosontalive of the Lhasa 
Govornment, and the ono to bo apponscd—gifts of 
money heing moat uaefyl for that purposo, After 
correction and porsunsion of various sorta, ho eventually 
improved and monded his ovil ways, 

Tho valley of the Brahmaputra now changed its 
charactor considerably, ‘The river ran through a 
more open country, with low and rounded mountaing 
on oithor hand, lolung was tho largest villago passed 
through, mainly noticeable for the countloss pigoons 
which had takon possesion of the houses and fields, 
In hundreds of thousands, thoy literally covered tho 
pleco, and whon rising, filled the air with the roar of 
heating wings. ‘Thoir flights wore usually brief, and 
thoy soon sottled down again in a groy-blue mass, 
completely obscuring the ground from view, What 
thoy found to faad on, goodness only knows, for the 
oxops had beon gathorod many days hofore. 
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The weather had of late been gotting porseptibly 
colder, whilet each night the thermometer stondily 
and progressively dyopped ono or moro degroos, 
Wintor was obviously noar at hand, and tho weathor 
was somotimos ao cold that one might justly aay that it 
had actually bogun. ‘The grass waa doad, tho last fow 
loaves wore dropping off tho villago troos, and great 
ico floos wore rushing down the Brahmaputra. What 
glorious days those wore for marching! Novor too 
hot; and if too cold, then by increasing the paco ono 
ropidly became warm again, Walking was proforable 
to riding, for on a pony it was difficult to keop warm, 
and the leg on the sunless side soon became like ico, 
The wind did its best to spoil what would otherwise 
havo boon porfect woather, for about 10 am. a strong 
breozo from the west would always spring up, gradually 
increnging to almost hurricane force, and as this was 
the direction in which tho caravan was travelling, mon 
and ponies received the full benefit of it in their faces, 

Once more did wo have an accident with the rolls 
of bodding, for on crossing a naxrow bridge one pony 
pushed another ovor tho side, Fortunately for him, 
tho loads were firmly strapped on, and the drop wag 
only oight feet, Tho animal foll on its back into 
wator deop enough to cover everything but its legs 
and tho upturned head, and thero it kicked and 
struggled until hauled bodily out, It was a most 
comical sight, and much appreciated by Ryder, who 
onjoyed tho scone immonsely until he discovered that 
the bedding was his own particular property, 

One milo above Lolung tho road ceases, and starts 
afresh on the right bank of tho rivor, Tho crossing 
was carried out by moans of a forry boat, which was 
poled and paddled across tho river, Tho boat was of 
the most primitive doscription, made of stout, rough 
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hoams of wood, held in their place by iron rivets, 
Trom the bows rogo a largo bundle of sticks, from 
which fluttered numberloss pieces of linon, covered with 
printed pruyors, In front of thia again projected the 
wooden head of n horse, hotter suited aa a post to 
which to fix the Low rope than naan adornment, She 
leaked horribly, and two mon had to balo hard to 
koop hor afloat. Doapite hor apparently rotton condi. 
tion, sho carried a largo cargo at oach trip, genorally 
made up of eight ponies, twelve mon and a pile of 
baggage, and tho whole of our little caravan was norosg 
in four trips. ‘Tho bontmon and ownors of this forry 
wore tho monks of Lolung Monastery, and thoroughly 
undoratood tho orratio hehaviour of their oralt, probably 
knowing moro of this work than of tho intricacies of 
thoir religion, Ono folt quite sorry for thom wading 
waiat deop amongst the ico floos, for it was oruel work, 
and only by this moans could the boat be gob away 
from the banks, Tho firab attempt was a complete 
failure, the boat striking ,the same bank again 100 
yards lower down, Nothing daunted, the priestly 
boatmon sot hor adrift again, and thia timo with com: 
ploto auccoss, No othor misndvontures occurring, ovory- 
thing was tranaported to the northern bank in under two 
houra, and six drifting and shivering pricats waited to 
ho paid. Thera did not appear to bo a great amount 
of traflis hy this forry, but the monks probably make a 
vory fair thing out of it during the nine months of tho 
your whon the river ia not frozen over, Our clerical 
frionda told us that in threo days’ time the boat would 
congo to run, and that in ton days men would cross 
on the ico, . 

At Yonju, a village of considorable size, there 
oxiated a fow atony fiolda, tho Jaat oultivation wo were 
to ace for many hundreds of miles. The poople here” 
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live almost ontively on milk and flesh, Cor grain is both 
gonrco and dear, Tho whole of thoir time is taken up 
with yak and shoop breeding and in attending to their 
onormous herda. 

Yenju had boon considored by tho Lhasa authoritios 
ag too far distant from the soat of tho late war for 
recruiting purposos, and its inhabitants consequently 
escaped militaxy service. Rumours of the fighting had, 
however, roached tho people, and they know very well 
that wo liad ontored Lhasa; consequently the whole 
countryside turned out to seo the foreign devils, How- 
evor, devils ox no devils, tho people wore as dolightfully 
kon to assist as evor, and spent the entire day in soruti- 
nising our actions, and hanging round yveady to lend a 
hand when required, 

Breakfast wo always had in the opon, in order 
to allow of the tonts boing struck and packed without 
delay. This gavo our wild-looking friends an oppor-- 
tunity.of examining us at their enge, and a subject to 
discuss for weeks to como, , The natives know that this 
meal was going to be taken in the open, and that it 
was a sight worth secing; so they would collect early 
and spond tho time until we appeared in watching tho 
cooks propare the brenkfast, As soon as we wore 
seated, however, they moved to tho table and to the 
best points of vantago, and from there watched 
evory mouthful disappear with the groatest interest; 
for it must be romomberdd that such a thing os a 
fork or spoon is unheard of in Tibot, Chopsticks are 
used by the woalthior of the peoplo, but the ordinary 
person only shovels tho food into the chasm waiting 
to receive it, with tho instruments Nature has pro- 
vided. This attention was rather annoying at first, 
but like other disagrecable things, one gets used to it 
in time, 
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Thoso carly morning breakfmte in the cold, with 
the aun just rising over tho horizon, wore at timog 
rathor trying. Forty degrooa of frost, without wind 
and with plenty of exorcise, ix dolightfal; but when 
goatod at a table, chilled to the hone, this tomporature, 
if nocompanted hy a atondy wind, ix apt to make one 
frotful, Ono of ua, it docs not mattor which, would 
always insist upon four courses wb Ghia moal, for without 
thom, ho anid, ho could not do his work, At first this 
waa nob found to bo very diffienlt to arrange, as he 
could ho supplied with two courses of ogga and two of 
moat, But whon tho oggs ran out, thon tho trouble 
began. Our cooks wore uot LMrench chefs,” and their 
monu waa oxhauated after providing two courses-—chops 
and stonka, hoth of mirtton, Whab were wo to do? 
The prohlom waa casily solved, Tiratly chops came 
in and then stonks, after which three of us left the 
tablo; then our hungry friond had chops and steaks 
again, the rejected parts of courses ono and two being 
sorved up afvesh, Wumned oygr on their opposite sides, in 
orler to giva the outward appearance of a new and 
enticing dixk, This method producad the dosired 
result of wppeasing our comrade’x voracious appotite, 

The hed of the Brahmapntra, up to this time 
narow aud rocky, here opoued out to a width of 
sovornl miles, Timmenxo sind dunes rose in all divoo 
tious, in aud out of which the now sluggish river 
wound ita way. Ilulf-frozon pools of water lay every- 
whoro, uxed ns n rosting and fooding ground for a fow 
wild geeso which still lingered on their way to the 
warmor climes of India. Although wo were marching 
rapidly, yeb u sharp look-out was kept for any game 
which might be abont; hut theas sandy stretches of 
country apparently found no favour in tho sight of 
game animals, Not oven tho hardy and inquisitive 
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wild ass was to bo soon. Just before xoaching Sa-ka 
Dzong, both kiang and gazollo wore, however, found 
grazing on tho gveoner patohes of grass, and from hore 
onwards daily increased in numbers, 

Sa-ke Dzong was not visible until wo were almost 
upon it, Though a fort by name, it is only so called 
by courtesy, and because the official in charge is entitled 
to tho rank of ‘fort commandon.” It is, howover, a 
place of considorable importance, not so much from its 
size os that it is rogarded as tho centre of a very large 
district, 

Sa-ka is a straggling villago of about twenty-five 
mud-brick houses built under the sheltor of a low ridge, 
and on a mound lying just above tho lovel of the plain. 
All around lies marshy ground with numorous pools of 
watior aud, a8 4 consequonce, a plontiful supply of grass. 
It ig ono of tho rogulay changing placos (ta-sam, or 
horse-bridge) which lie at intervals of three or four 
marchos for the entire distance betweon Gartok and 
Lhasa, , 

As soon ag wo came within sight of the place, the 
Union Jack was secon floating bravely from the roof 
of ono of the houses, Our march had been long ond 
tiring, and this sight was indeod o cheering ono; for 
it showed that the northern party had, since leaving us 
a fortnight cdrlior, got along without any great diffi- 
oulty, for they had had about tho samo amount of 
ground to cover and had beaten us, as it turned out, 
by one day. Wood and Bailey had seen us in the 
distance, and almost before wo entered tho place a 
wolcome moal was steaming on tho table, Tho mon 
of the party were all well, but not so the ponies, for 
the rato of travel had bogun to tell seriously on 
them, Sevoral, boing aged, had fallen off in condition, 
and, in conaequonce, their old wounds (from which no 
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Tibetan pony is oxompt) wore oponing again, ‘Two of 
the oldeat wore shot—n kindor act than leaving them 
with tho Tibotans to altompt to struggle through 
hard winter, ‘Two othora, youngor and in bettor condi- 
tion, wore given to the villagora, and may aitill, be 
gracing theae wild plaina, 

Tho route which tho northom party had followed 
was found to be but vory little bettor than the one wa 
had traversed. Tho going had boon heavy and rough, 
and tho pnsaes numerous, Cultivation had ceased at 
much oarlior poriod of their journcy than had been 
tho casa with us, Villages und people wore both 
sohroer, and tres almost a minus quantity,  Altogother 
everything pointed to the probability that, when the 
road along tho Brahmaputra is proporly mado, if such 
a thing ia ovor dono, the alternative routo taken by 
Ryder and myaelf will be tho more favoured, 

From o zoological point of viow their journey had 
brought ono ox two moat intorosting natural history 
eventa to notice, Wood, for inatance, had on one 
occasion soon a anow leopard, an animal not supposod 
to oxist in theo parts, What waa roally of moro 
importance wag, that on snother acension ho saw a troop 
of monkoys, Now it muat bo romembered that the 
country passed through was doatitute of all vogotation 
but gross, aud that the hilla wore bare and rocky, One 
of Captain Bower's mon, tho fhmous scoundrel Abdul 
Kholik, in 1890 xoportod having seen one monkey 
aoveral maxchos north-woat of Lhasa. This had been 
doubted by many, and it haa nover been believed that 
monkeys oxistod in the uplands of Tibot, Ono day, 
near tho village of Sang Sang, Wood had been detained 
aé survey work, and whilat hurrying cown the hill 
saw, fivo or six hundred yarda away, many animals 
moving amongat the rooks, Looking at thom throngh 
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his glasses, ho found thom to bo a troop of monkoys, 
Unfortunately, the day was fash drawing to a closo and 
he was still far from camp, so folt little inclined to sot 
out in the opposite direction on what might have boon ‘ 
a fruitless quest. Had he beon able to obtain a specimon 
then, all doubts as to thoir nature would have boon sot 
at rest, On hoaring of what ho had soon, I questioned 
the natives carefully, but their answors wore as wn- 
satisfactory as Tibetan answers gonorally are. Somo 
declared that there were no such croatures in tho 
country, while others said that monkeys do oxist, but 
that they come from Nepal during the summer months, 
That some find their way down the northorn slopes of 
the Himalayas is quite probable, but if they merely 
make a summor inoursion, they ave not likely to be 
found hore in November, when forty degrees of frost 
is being rogistored nightly. Furthermore, Wood saw 
thom on the northern bank of the Brahmaputra, « river 
they aro hardly likely to swim, and which they must 
therefore cross by the chain bridges or on the ice; when 
tho rivor is frozen during tho winter, The conclusion 
to bo drawn, therefore, is that they are indigenous to 
the country, 

Hardly had the two partios reunited when it was 
determined to again aplit, in. order to oxplore » groat 
bond the Tsangpo makes to the south of Sa-ka, 

Tt was arranged, therofore, that Wood and I should , 
take the more dixeot route, whilst Ryder and Bailey 
followed tho course of the river, and as the joumey 
would ocoupy at least six days, should travel light, 
taking one tent only and relying entirely on hired 
transport. 


CHAPTER VII 
“YAR FROM THE MADDING CROWD” 


Jun journcy along the trade route waa an ‘wnevontful 
me. Moving through stony plaina and sandy valleys, 
6 took ua all our time to reach camp before dark, Wo 
shought of halting somowhere on the road and having a 
Jay's shooting, but oa Wood was anxious to reach 
Iva-dom ag rapidly as possible, in order to measure a 
gage for survey bofore Ryder's party arrived, wo kept 
stoadily on, 

Thore were probably a fair number of ovis ammon 
whout; for the second day out, soon after leaving camp, 
{ obtained a momentary glimpse of five rama on tho 
iillside, Theso I dotorminad to go after, A long 
slimb brought me to the apot, but neither tracks nox” 
tnimals wore to ho seon, Not until 1 had been over 
moat the entixe hill, and waa on my way back, did I 
ipot them again, and thia time lying down on a ridge 
reat hy, There was only one direction in which on 
wpronch to anything like a shooting range could be 
sartied out, aud I waa grioved to sea my shot strike 
me of the animals high up in the shoulder, too high to 
dll. I followed the hord up, and again found them in 
she next nullah, but in such a position that I could not 
got unywhere near onough for even a long shot. The 
wounded ono was lying down, and the others grosing 
closo by. A wait of one hour in a bitter wind, with 
about twenty dogroes of frost, was fruitless of result, 
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and so at midday I left thom. I had hoped by not 
disturbing them that my, ovis ammon, which wag very 
sick, would shortly die, and that by the help of the 
Tibetans his head, on extromoly fine one, would be 
eventually recovered. As fortune would hava it, the - 
march turned out an unusually long one, and darkness 
had fallen before we reached the new camp of Ny-aku, 
Hore I explained. to the Tibetans what I wanted done 
on the following morning, and though I know the mon 
sot out to léolk for the head, I have nover seon it or the 
men from that day to this, If this had happened in 
Kashmir with ibex, burhel, or shapoo, a head would 
have without doubt beon brought in, but then it would 
not have been the hoad of the wounded boast, but ono 
from a village close by, Such axe tho ways of the 
Kashmiri shilari, A nico head, a little fresh blood, a 
good reward from the delighted but foolish sahib, 
and a “chit” to say what splendid oyesight the shikari 
had, would havo ended the story, 

After Wood and J arrived at Tradom, two days 
wore spent in measuring a new baso, vopacking the 
remaining stores, and ingpeoting the gompa, 

Tra-dom is considered to be a village of much 
mportance in this part of the world, though to ws it 
seomed the most outlandish place in existence, for no 
groin ig grown nearer than 120 miles, and no wood 
found within o radius of 150 miles, In spite of this, 
t appears to he a favourite spot, and possesses 2, well- 
wuilt stone monastery, situated on the cast, and therefore 
heltoved side, of & low aur which projects from the 
nountain range to the north. ‘This building ig in good 
epair, and decidedly well furnished, considering the 
listanco it is from any civilised town, Tho pricsts, 
ive in number, showed us round their temple and its 
utbuildings, but it resembled exactly so many other 
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monasteries that we soon got tired of prying into itg 
hiddon mystories or dark and dusty recossos, Figures 
of gods and dovils aat in rows whovovor room pormitted, 
clothed in faded silke and ombroidories—and much they 
must have needed their covorings, for tho intoriors of 
tho buildings wore bitterly cold. Ono largo cup of 
gold, of beautiful doaign, similar to othors scon of 
Shigatso and Gyantao, stood bofore tho largost Buddha, 
and burning in it was the ovorlasting light, inauffloiens 
to show in any but tho faintost way tho outlines of the 
peacoful faco, A small doucour to tho guardians wag 
not only received with evident surprise, but porsuaded 
them to riso to tho ocoasion and oscort us back to the 
stago-house, . 

Below tho monaatery were two other atone buildings, 
used aa roat-houses by travellers. ‘ho larger of the two, 
but tho moro dilapidated, was for tho accommodation of 
yak-drivors and tho sorvante of officials; tho amalloy 
building was quite a nice house, with « courtyard aur. 
rounded by » high wall, and having two rooms and a 
pasango, ‘lho wall was of gront advantage, aa we were 
not worried by Tibotans continually passing, staring in 
at tho doors and windows, when they think you are not 
looking, or soarshing amongst tho baggago for some 
imaginary article, Lhe manners of the people aro 
preforable, however, to those of the Chinose, for thoy 
nevor vonture ao far ag to pull aside tho flaps of the 
tonts or to lift up the flios in ordor to watch avery 
movement of the ocoupant. 

Whilst on the aubjoot of the Chinese, I may mention 
that this race is practically non-existont in that part 
of Tibet which lies wost of Lhaan, ‘Thore are a fow 
morchants in Shigatso; six more between that place 
snd To, a Chinese post-oflice, ono march boyond Lhatee, 
after which no more are to be seen, 
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Numberless (resh-water pools lic scattered about the 
plain, bu’ wore now frozon solid, and around theso 
yoomod immense hords of yaks, sheep, and gonts, 
nibbling at the roots of tho withered grasa, During 
tho winter the shoop oxist on tho groat store of fat 
they lay on during the fruitful sonson, whilst tho 
inhabitants Iive on the shoop, and probably got 
thinner in tho samo proportion as the sheep become 
emaciated, 

At this place we sob to work to doctor tho 
ponies and mulos, Ono of tho lattor was a beautiful 
cream-coloured bonst from Kham, which had boon 
riddon at the Karo La fight by a Tibetan offteor, and 
had been wounded in tho fotlock and captured by the 
Mounted Infantry, A nasty-looking growth of flosh 
had sprung from the wound, which irritated tho animal 
at night and which he used to bite, though at no time 
was he actually lamo. The wound was so ugly that 
1 determined to try and cure it; we had a great 
struggle with our pationt before wo could apply the 
oiustio and bind him up, The next day it was 
necessary to remove the bandages and put on somo 
fresh solution, The dear croature was as quist as a 
baby and the operation was practically completed, 
when, secing that a little further manipulation of tho 
bandage was required, I bent down to take it off 
gently. The noxt thing I remember was turing a 
somersoult in the aix with stars shooting all around, 
and blood pouring down my face and from my nose, 
Tho mule’a bandage was off, and he had a smile upon 
his faco. I blesaod him and loft him in poace; in fact, 
T continued to bless him for several days aftorwards, 
for I could hardly brentho, and could oat but little, 
That mulo still has an ugly lump of flesh growing from 
his leg, 


298 THE GREAT PLATEAU 


Luxurios had hy thia timo givon ont Our ators 
had never been a largo one, for before loaving Gyantge 
we had collected what wo could from tha different 
mosses, and a# may be imagined the aggrogato wos 
not very groat, Wood and Bailey, whon they ware 
on march from Lhatae Dzong, learnt that no more 
aggx would ho prosurablo on ahond, so a mossengoy had 
hean sont back to collect what ho could. In numbeyg 
ho waa vory succoxsful, for ho obtained seven hundred, 
Great waa the disappointment, therefore, when on 
cooking thom, they wore found to possess no whites, 
wd that tho yolks wore moraly little frozon balls, 
varying in colour from a palo yellow to a vivid red, 

Sinoo tho day we loft Shigatao wo had beon slowly 
bub steadily rising, and wore now at an altitude of 
15,000 foot. Tho Brahmaputra, now much diminished 
in volume, could be soon several miles to tho south of 
the voad, twisting and turning amongst tho aand dunes 
in its offors to leave tho plain. Tho river had go 
dwindled from two causeg, firstly, on account of the 
numorous tributaries alroudy passed, and secondly, on 
account of tho snow having cenaed to malt, Even 
in the full rays of the aun the warmth omitted was 
hardly sufficient to soften the snow on the alopes, 
and had no offoas at all upon that which Jay on 
tho lovel ground. In tho narrower roaches of tho 
river itaalf the iso flocs had in many places blocked 
the chanuol, thoreby forming rough hut anfo causeways, 
So firm wore those bridges that it was over one of them 
that Rydor, with his yaks and ponies, passed from tho . 
southern to the northern bank, on the day ho rejoined 
ua at Tra-dom, 

Ryder and Bailey renched Tra-dom about midday 
in a snowstorm, which was not, howover, suffeiontly 
hoavy to keop down tho clouda of dust awept up by 
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Txtries drut by this tine given out. Our store 
had never heen a large ene, for before leaving Cyantse 
wo had collected what we contd fron the diflereng 
messes, and as omy? he inmygined the iypvegate wag 
nob very great. Wood uel Bailey, when they wore 
on nach from Lhatae Dzong, leant Uiat no more 
ages would be proemrable on ahead, son messengor had 
boon aonb back to catleut what he eoald, Ti numbers 
ho was very snecessful, for he obtained seven hundrod, 
Great was the dianppointnent, therefore; when on 
cooking thom, they were found to possess no whites, 
and thab the yolks were merely little frozen balls, 
varying in colour fram a pala yellow to a vivid red. 

Mineo tho day we loft Shigaise wo had heen slowly 
bot xtowtily rising, and wers now ab an altitude of 
15,000 fool, Tho Brahisapitin, now much diminished 
in volume, could he seen several miles lo the south of 
the road, (winding ind Gasting tmnonpst (he sand dunes 
in its offorl to leave the pling ‘Pha river had go 
dwitctled from bwa qeusey, Sirs(ly, on deeounb af the 
tummerons Gibaduies alreuly prwed, and xevondly, on 
auvatut at the xnaw having coaxed toa melt, liven 
in tl Cult rays af the aun the warmth omitted was 
hardly stuliniont ta soften tho snew on the alopes, 
ant had no etleat ab all npon that which lay on 
the level ground Ino the nerrower veaches of the 
river itsell the ies foes had in numy places blocked 
the channel, thereby forming reugh bit ale enuaoways, 
So firm wore these bridges Hat ib was over one of them 
that Rydex, with hia yaks ane ponies, passed fron tho 
southern to the northern bank, on the day he rejoined 
me ab Tra-den, 

Rydor and Bailay reached Tra dont about midday 
in a snowstonn, whieh was not, however, sufliciontly 
hewy to keep down the elowls of dust awapt up by 
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A CHORTAN ON LUE RIGHE HANK Ob LIN. BRA MAPULRA, 


CHAPTER VITI 
UNEIMITED PORT 


On leaving Tra-dom, we struck straight aoross tho ., 
plain to a gorge in the mountains to tho wost, through 
which the river passed. 

Tho country waa covered with gazelle, but they . 
wore far too wily to ‘offer any but the longest shots, | 
Not only wore they suspicions of the ponies, but oven of 
the yaks, nover allowing any to come within’800 yards, 

Ag soon aa the gorge was reached it was ovident 
that we had eutered a far more gamoy-looking country, 

Tha hills on cithor hand were atony and steop, 
with idoal nullahs for ovié ammon hotweon, A hord 
of thoxo grout sheop waa indeed seen the noxt day,, 
bub they had obtained the wind of the camp and were 
vory much on the alert, making it impossible to gob 
nosr them. Where game is, thora will wolves be 
found, and xo it proved tho following morning. 

Having sean tha bagguga animale clear of the 
camping-ground, I started off with my ordorly and 
a Tibetan guide.to sea what luck fortune had in store 
for mo. Wo jogged along stendily over tho sondy - 
road for a mile or two, until « likely valley on our: 
right was met with. Here we left the caravan track: 
and entered the mountains, but had only prosesded. : 
a fow yards when the guide spotted a wolf peering” 
at us over tho wall of o disuecd sheep-pon, Tho: 
oxoited oxclumations of alito man soon drew my: 
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attention, but several moments elapsed afore I oonjd 
make out what he had acon. Valuable time had been 
lost, but ag soon as I knew what the animal was; 
we slipped off our ponies, and, oresping, rapidly up ‘to 
the wall, pecred cautiously over, The yellow-coloured 
thief (for they are terrible sheep-killers) was thon 
some 250 yards away, slinking up the hillside, As 
our heads appeared above the crest of the wall, his 
curiosity got the better of his usual cunning, and 
he stopped to have a further look, fortunately for 
me with a dark green bush behind him. Tho rifle 
was on him in on instant, and though it was but a 
snapshot, luck was in this instance dead against him, 
I saw at once where the bullet had gone, through 
his ribs far back, for nothing else—except the final 
rash on his prey—would have made him move as he 
did. Like. a streak of lightning, he crossed the xaviné 





and breasted the hillside opposite. Never have I.’ 
seen auch apeed in any animal, and hopeless indeed’ 
must: be the: chance of evgn the swift antelope ‘when. 


pursued by the relentless: foe, But this one’s ovil 
days were numbered, for half way: up the slope he 
faltered, broke into a walk, and after once turning 
round, lay down, I gave him o few minutes to’ breathe 
out his lifo, for I had no pity for him, and intended 
to leave nothing to chance, ‘When we reached him, 
he was quite dead. He proved to be a splendid 
specimen of his tribe, and about six years of age, 
His xusset-tinted hair was long and silky; and so 
closely sot that no wind could penetrate to his skin, 
the removal of which proved a difficult and tiring 
" process on account,.of the great cold, which quickly 
transformed the oarcage into a lump of ice, Wheri the - 
operation waa comploted, the day was too far advanced 
to hope for any further sport, 
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As wo canterad over the plain, gon wore seen on’ 
all sides, but they were aa wild aa they could possibly: 
be, Nony Phari and Gyantas, these little animals are: 
anaily approached; for they ave daily compelled to: 
come into close contact with man, aud familiovity hos 
bred contempt, but in the more wnfrequented parts 
there ia no more diflienlt animal to got near, and. 
conaoquently the aport they afford is of the highest olags, ’ 

For two days, and for tio daya only, we passed: 
through the Tibetan antelope country, and found them 
at this acason of tha yout aa ensy to approach as. 
the gazelle were difliculs to stalk. Nover do 
these antelope show any great anxiety to preserve 
their lives, but it ia soldom that they pay no 
attention whatever to man, We had now, however, 
stumbled upon them in the rutting season, and they. 
behaved move like conmon sheep than wild animals, 
Many thousands were passed during these two days, 
the does in this inatanes boing four times aa numerous 
as the bucks, ‘The herds yaried in numbers from six 
to twonty, and as each lot only acknowledged one: 
maator, it stunds to ronson that many promising 
bucke wore left out in the sald, ‘The position of lord 
of a hort appears to bo on honourable and onviablo: 
ono, if ono may judgo from the number of anxious 
suitors roudy to take his place; hut it is no sineoure, 
and tho tenure of office must ho of short duration, 
for no rest docs he got day or night, As they were 
so ridiculously tame, wo watched them for houra at o 
time at closs quarters, No soonor was milord’s back 
turned, then two or three suitors would jountily 
approach from the opposite direction. Round the 
master would apring, and with blazing eyes, horns 
Jnid back and a doop-voiced roar, rush upon tho most 
daring and chase him from the field, Woe betide 
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the laggard, for the needle-pointed horns would be 
buried deep into the fugitive’s quarters, -‘Thoro was 
no play about it, for blood was seen to flow freely 
on soveral ocensions, While thig chase was going 
on, another buck would get amongst tho fickle doos, 
And so the game went on until he was beside himself 


with rage, Nevor a minute’s peace did he get, chasing. 


this ono and then that, fighting the fiercest battles, 
receiving wounds and repaying them. back with interest, 
His marvied life was not a happy one, Though per- 
potually at war, and apparently in the last stago of 
exhaustion, the victorious buck was always ready to 
meot all new-comers, The plain was covered with 
these mery honeymoons, and xesounded with the 
roms of the angry husbands, In this blind state of 
rage, it can be understood how easy they were to shoot ; 
not only did they not run away when we approached 


to within fifty or sixty yards, but looked as if they 


- would even challenge man to mortal combat, 


As to longth of horns, these particular antelope.” vs 


wore much of a muchness, all ranging betweon 244 
and 26 inches, It was not always the master of the 


herd who owned the longest horns, rather did he « 


appear to have won his spurs by his pluck and the 
skill displayed in the use of his weapons. . One very 
fine head of 27 inches was bagged by Bailey (and there 


might have been others of equal or even greater . 


length), but as we could not carry away many trophics, 
and the camp only needed o limited supply of meat, 
the slaughter was not unduly prolonged. 

Having obtained all the antelope required, our 
attention wag once more turned to the search after ovis 
ammon. Between To and Dzing-ra, three herds wore 
visible from the road, and here Bailey shot one ram 
covying 40-inch horns, 
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This march waa a long and tiring ono, and no ong: 
felt inclined to go fax from the road in soaroh of sport,’ 
but tho following morning I dotermined to devoig 
entirely to an attempt to get a good ram. As soon ag: 
tho baggage animals wore clear of tho camping-ground;: 
T atruck into the hilld to the north, accompanied by m 
orderly, Entering a valloy which van parallel to ¢ 
direction of our mareh, we found a country teomii 
with antolopo and sand-grouse, and it was not loy 
before a herd of ammon waa observed high up in th 
hills to the north. ‘Theso, with the nid of tho gloss 
ware acon to consiat of about forty fomales, but witho 
a single mala amongst thom. 

A omoful scrutiny of the neighbouring ravines, 
however, disclosad two solitary rama, slowly moving’ 
towards the ewes and cropping at the tufts of grass’ on; 
their way. Iven with the help of the glasses, it w 
quite impossible to seo whether they carried horns. 
sulliciont size to make it worth while going out of 0 
way. Wo got into a friendly ravine, and undor cov 
of a bank approached to within half a mile, Both vai 
Word now xeon to possess fine horns. I longed to.g0:; 
straight up tho valley ; but this was out of the queation;:, 
aa ib necessitated crossing an open apace in full view, 
whilst the wind would also have been directly in my’ 
rear, Tho only possible chanoo Jay in ontoring 9: 
neighbouring valley, climbing to tho very top of tho: 
ranga, and then to come upon them from above, oe 

The climb proved to be both a tedious and tryin 
aoramble over rocks, and ocoupied so much time the 
our chances of finding the ammon in the same pla 

‘dwindled rapidly. On reaching tho crest, nothing. w 
to ho acon; but oa acveral parta of the valley remaine 
hidden, I left my rifle on the ground and wormed my; 
* Way, to & projecting rock, from where a good view.ots 
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‘the whole nullah could be obtained, Then I realised 
tho mistake I had made in not bringing tho rifle with 
me, for within 80 yards, ond facing downhill, was- 
tho whole herd of females, The rams had not yet 
joined them, and while puzzling as to where they 
were I saw, not 150 yards away, a great head 
slowly appear, There was now only one thing to be 
done, and that was to regain my rifle as quickly os 
possible, This took a good ten minutes to accomplish. 
Peering once more over the rock, I was disgusted to 
find that during this time the rams and the majority of 
the females had vanished, Threo or four of the latter, 
however, wore still grazing on tho edge of a steep slope, 
The only possible course was to wait pationtly, and 
this proved anything but a pleasant job in the bitter 
wind; but everything comes to him who waits, and 
the loiterers, after one last look vound, vanished over 
the edge, After them I. hastened, half ruining and: 
half creeping, Still no signa ;‘fastor and faster ‘I went; 
until distant about four yards and on” the: fir sido: 
of a gront boulder, motionless’ aa: the xook’ itself T° 
sow o massive, pair of horns, From -their. position 
it was evident thatthe animal was facing ‘me,."and 
probably listening intently, I was stonding upright at: 
the time, and no boulders were: at -hand whereby 7 

_ might gain another foot in height and have a:snapshot 
at his-chest, At moments:-such as this, one thinks of 
everything, I could not rush forward and fire with 
success, that. was-evident: the wind was’ in: the: tight 

- direction, so he had not ‘rinded? ‘tte; neither had he 
seen me, fox I had only cought:a glimpse, of the upper 
half of his horns, and’ these wore for higher above hig 
eyes than my cap was.above mine, . There remained 
ote possible chance; so lowly sinking on my knees, ° 
and: hardly: breathing, I. orept cautiously towards the 
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rook, Thoro J waited s momont to rogain my breath,’ 
and then, with tho rifle la my shouldor aud my finger 
on the triggor, rore to my fect, Alas! tho animal had 
vanished. Waa [ over to got the henat? Luole wag 
apparontly againal mo! Even now I thought a shot 
might bo obtained ab tho herd as thoy raced away, 
Sliding and serambling down the slopo, 1 landed—right 
in tho midst of the unauspecting herd! All wore on 
their foob in an instant, but I had oyea only for my 
ram, and before ho could grasp the situation the rifle 
was on his riba and the trigger had boon pressed, In 
a cloud of dust and a clatter of stonoa, the whole los 
oneo more vanished ovor tho sido of tho hill—oxcept 
my heauty, Not a quivor passed through the frame, 
for tho bullot had reached his heart, 

The reat of the hord appoared again about 150 
yarda off, with tho smuller ram amongat them; but I 
had got all I wanted, and so let thom depart in ponds, 
‘The dend beast proved to ho a honuty., Ho monamred 
about 12 hands at the shoulder and cared a splondid 
pair of horna, though, as ig uaunlly tho onas, tho 
pointa wore much broken. 

Wo, that is to say, the guido and myself, set to 
work ab onee to remove tha head from the trunk, but 
the uoole was so immonse and the ground ao difoult to 
aland upon that tho task was almoat more than wo could 
accomplish. It was nearly dark bofore we had Anished, 
but fortunately the caravan had made a short march, 
and the camp had been pitched only five miloa away. 
T am afraid that, willing ae the guide was, he must have 
hated the ammon's hoad, for it waa na joke carrying 
auch a weight down a ateop hillside and ovor rough 
ground; but the pony wea nwaiting him in the plain, 
and with this assistance the ciatanco waa soon covered, 

The head was half frozen hy the timo ft renched , 
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the tonts, but tho operation of romoving tho mask 
had to be begun immediately, for whon once frozon 
this work is next to an impossibility, The new camp 
was situated at So, a place of but little importance, 
and presenting no foature of special interest, 

During this march many herds of ladon yaks wero 
passed, Thoy wore travelling towards Lhasa, and 
wore loaded with goor, dried apricots, and Indian 
picce goods. ‘Thoso, the attondants declared, wore « 
portion of the taxes owing by the Gartok district to 
the Lhasa Government, An cqual number of other 
small caravans wore again met with on tho following 
day, all laden with similar articles, so the good priests 
at the capital wore not doing so badly, 

Within a fow milos of the camp the road left tho 
banks of the Tsangpo and made a short cut up a 
valley to tho uorth-vest over an easy pass, again 
desconding to the Brahmaputra Valley proper at o 
camp called Dzing-ra, 

‘This atago was ovor twenty miles in length, and the 
going vory hoavy ; but it was impossible to stop short 
of this distance, for no fresh water was to be found on 
the way. 

Hixa Singh, ever roady for professional work, had 
an opportunity of displaying his surgical skill during 
the march, Just boforo reaching the summit of the 
page, two mon were found on the side of the rond. 
One of theso, » poor old man, was moaning piteously 
aud crying out for the doctor. He was quickly 
examined, and his case proved to bo very serious, 

While waiting for the medlicino chests, the old 
mon told his story, to the offoct that he had fallen 
from his pony two days previously and broken his 
thigh bone, His servant had romained by him, but 
was quite unable to render ony assistance or to move 
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him in any way. In this predicament ho had here 
lain for forby-oight hows awaiting our arrival, for he had 
already hoard that ont enravan was approaching aud 
that we hal oa donter with us; Tir Singh's fame 
had aprend far and wide, Ty waa ovidently aftaid 
thag weoanight pow hy and Tewve hint to lis fate, and 
was profuse in lis gratitude at the trouble Tin Singh 
took over sotting the bene and bandaging him up» 
Whon all was finished, the patient was contented and 
happy slut he did te he left where he was for the 
present, and made as comforkuble as possible with rage 
and a aupply of food beside him. Té would havo 
beon worse than usoloss ta have earviod him on with 
va, ao a yaledriver was sort back to Tra-dom with a 
message for the lonas to feteh hin in. Wo heard 
nathing mere of tho poor ald man, though Tliva Singh 
anticipated’ a yond recovery aa long as hia mothod of 
fixing tho broken limb was nob altered, 

Daingra tarned out to he a miserable spot, 
situated on n small patel af grass watered by a tiny 
rivulet. 

A glimpao of the ‘Tanngpe was obtained, lying 
now far distmmt te the xouth, with immenso sand 
dunes intervening between the different channels, 

Tivo niles away rode a comapienona rook, springing 
straights vont the plain, tte eroat coverad with the 
ring of an ala monastery, while elosa hy a new one 
had heen ditt, seid to contain thraa monks. Wo 
did not visit it, ux the external appoarance was nob 
partioularly interesting, und oir poniod had had as 
much wark as they wanted, 

Trakesum waa reached on 20th Novembor, Té is 
quite an important place in its way, for it hoasta of 
a atone hours containing seven roomy, in addition to a 
largo collection of permanent tent. No dzongpon 


THI GARTOK EXPEDITION — 239 


resides here, as wo had heen led to expect from 
Pundit Nain Singh’s roport. 

As tho altitude of the country gradually increased, 
the cold became move and more intense, snow felling 
lightly at intorvals, Tho bitter wind, which hogan to 
blow at ten o'clock and which daily increased in 
violence, penotrated our clothes like sieves, Once 
away from camp on the day's march, the chiof dis- 
comfort vanishod, for in the rarefied air in which wo 
word thon ‘living, the effort of walking fast made tho 
blood course with rodoubled vigour through our 
veins, 

Tho whole party, uropeans and natives alike, 
wore beards on which tho breath soon frozo, and our 
faces within a fow minutes of leaving camp became 
onorusted with ico, which it was impossible to got 
vid of at tho timo, and which offectually pub a stop to 
all further conversation, Here the Tibetans had tho 
advantage of us, for thoy can grow no hair on their 
faces, 16 would have heon better in some ways had 
we become like them and shaved. 

Tf wo in tho plains wore cold, tho trials which 
Rydor and Wood endured can well bo imagined, ag 
they were ongaged for hows abo time ab their survey 
work on the summits of the mountains, 


CHAPTER IX 
HOLY MANASAROWAK 


ioe river near ‘Trulsum, an the lnnks of whieh our 
next qunp was pilehed, i a stron al considerable sizo, 
having a width of 140 fot, Probably ching tho rainy 
sonson db overtlows US Tnuiks, Tint even in chis state 
would he fordabls in pli, Now it formed a solid 
shont of fee, xo slippery that gravel lad (obo thrown 
ou its surface defore the ponies could athempt a crossing, 

This emmp had bat Hide to recommend it, for 
Chore was no gras aul ditt Little fuel, and it was nob 
to ha wondered ab hit) nn herds of yaks or gonts 
were anywhore near, Hew different it was from the 
seones daily witnessed during the previous fortnight | 
Butwoun Sa ku Dzorgg and Teak xan expecially, immense 
hovda of yates were xeon gravinge iin all directions, 
sometimes in the plain and ab others high ap the 
neighbouring valleys, and newer a diy wont hy without 
or posing on the vend paent Tloeke of sheop, often 
Muonherinys two Choad or mere, 

With the exeeption af the staging: lnngalows, no 
houses are to he sees forte hailed a house timhor is a 
necessity, uid nek a tree exixts within LOO milos or 
xooof the phew. On the Jewelying: ground and in 
the sheltered nulla where grass is plentiful, wan- 
dering Ianbe of noms have taken up thoir abodos, 
living in stouage yni-hair tonty, and with nothing in 


the workt to de dat tend theis herds, 
Ertl 





Bru ves, 
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These tenis presonb many advantages over more ‘ 
stable habitations; for thoy cost but little, aro quickly 
oroctcd, and easily moved from ono placo to another. 
They keop out tho wholo of tho rain and snow, and 
what is move rvomerkahle, considering how loosely the 
yake’ hair is wovon, tho wind also, ho size doponds 
upon the numbors of the family ib is required to cover ; 
for tho living-room, (ining-room, bedroom, and kitchon 
ave all rolled into ono, the ground immediately outside 
boing used ‘as o soullery, and hero all rofuso is dumped 
down in ono ovil-smolling heap, 

The people wore most doforential, one might almost 
say cringing in thoix mannor, not only removing their 
gaps and putting out their tongues to their fullest 
extent, as respect domands, but also gontly soratching 
tho back of ono eax, as an indication that they wore 
listoning intently, This latter action as a novelty was 
anusing cnough, but whon ib came to be repeated fifty 
times v doy in the porson of Lodu the interproter, 
it speodily became irvitating jn tho oxtreme, 

Tho dearth of childron was very noticeable, and 
only on ono or bwo occasions cid wo, in the uplanda, 
goon baby, No young girls wore aver visible, and only 
afow womon and boys, out of all proportion to tho 
numbor of mon, . 

These nomads wero a wild, unkempt, dirby-looking 
lot, thoir long matted hair hanging in rolls or filthy 
pigtails down their backs, or blowing out in streamers 
in the wind, Uneivilisod as thoix outward appearance 
lod one to beliove, yet they proved delightful people to 
work with. No task was too hard, and no march too 
long, ‘The yak-drivors with piorcing whistles drove 
their yaks hofore thom from carly morning till late at 
night, and this was anything but on casy business, 
Two mon toned twonbly yaks and did all the loading 

1G 
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hetweon them, this operntion necessitating repetition, 
during aimareh, over amd aver ayainy for the packages 
were always slipping or being knovkod all by other 
yaks, ‘To low) one animal, a general halt his to bo 
culled, for ne self-respecting yak will alow himsolf to 
ho handled quietly unless he ix with his fellows, Whon 
ones olf on their way, however, they avo oxeollong 
heasta of buvden, expestaly in the late antimn months, 
whon they are in prin condition wud rolling in: fat, 
on whieh (he poor beasts have to exist until spring 
comos ronmd again, and with ib new grass, 

Tho noxt day we left for Naleehal, distant about 
184 miles, and in the absence of any clearly defined 
rond tho caravan meade ila way across country covered 
with grassy mounds, which proved move than tying to 
the laden ponies, ‘Towards the end of tho jowmoy 
mablers improved, ax many parallel paths led across the 
plain lo the new eamping-ground, ‘This was situated 
on the banks of Uw Taangpo, now so clininished in 
size as lo be forduble, wiph east, at all xeasons of the 
your, 

From Nalkechak wo made our way through Lak 
tang to Rajon, about whieh plaew the less suid the 
hotter, ‘The whole country was enveloped in snow, and 
no grazing was procurable for the ponies ; to make 
matters worse, nol only was the usnel supply of 
grass, whieh had heen proviously daily brought in by 
the Tibetans, not fortheoming, lib water was only 
prootwable from a small apring, the overflow of which 
dixappeared almost dmmedintly into the gravolly soil, 
Tho only interesting featixve in connestion with the 
place was a dexortedd and rained monnatory, situated 
on a rocky spur about four miles to the north-caat, 

This proved tobe ome last day amongst the plains 
of the Bralunaputia, forall tat new remained of the 
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gvont river word numerous channels, which in the rainy 
season drained tho noighhouring hills. The main 
tributary lay to the south, and obviously torminated 
ina simi mamor, Tho night was bittorly cold, the 
thermometer vogistoring 5( dogrees of frost, 

Irom here wo had anticipated difficult travolling, 
for we had entored tho mountains, and expeoted to find 
tho ascont of tho fumous Ma-yum La, the pass which 
soparates tho Brahmaputra Valley from the Mana- 
sixowar Lake district, both vongh ond steep, The 
pathway, however, was cloarly defined, and the miles 
which lay between Rajon and the summit of the pass 
offored no impediment to our passage, as we travelled 
along # gontlo slope the whole way. 

A heap of stones, roughly five or six fect high, 
consisting of many thousands of white quartz pebbles, 
erownod the summit of the pass, Soveral smallor piles 
wore situated cloxe by, and from cach of these a string 
passed to the main collection and carriod countless rags, 
tho majority of which wero whito afd boro printed 
proyors, ‘Tho woary pilgrim passing on his way was 
ever happy in tho thought that his contribution was 
accoptable to tho gods, and that prayers wore being 
continuously offored up as the rags fluttered in tho 
wind, In addition, there was » motloy collection of 
ovis ammon and other horns, picked up on tho road 
and deposited there hy the travollox, 

The view obtained from the summit was dis- 
appointing, for the pass was shut in on all sides by 
rounded mountains, 

The slope on the western sido was casy, and so the 
animals rapidly covered the four miles which intorvenod 
bofore the camp was reached, ‘This was situated on a 
sholtoved flat at the mouth of the ravine and on tho 
alge of a plain, the contre of which was oceupied by 
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the lake of Cteehi. ‘Phix plwoe, Lilimg hy nauno, 
durned ont (o boa Cavernment aiage, bt it differed 
from those alvendy passed in that thera war no stone 
huilding, Ue man in charge having to live through. 
oub the yeu in a lente not a yery comlortable 
habitation ding the bitter winter montha,  Ctneehe 
Tyo has oliviously diminished in sige willtin compare 
tively recent years, for about lon square miles of 
oxcollont yrazing-ground fies ab the eastern ond, This 
avon is almost flush with the level of the wator, und in 
summor forms a duygorous quaymire, 

Many hundveda of yaks were rouning in all 
directions; whilat a hundred or more, whith had heen 
riven in cloxe to the camp, were ready for tho noxt 
day's mareh, 

Just bofore venching eunp, three good ovis ammon 
rams were xeon within half a imile of the road, dub they 
(id nob like the look of the ponies and men, so moved 
away, Bailey and [ followed, Int their walle was too 
fayt for us Go ent them off and che chase was abundoned 
as avon ad they diseppenred sound x bend into a neigh 
houring wullah, Gttn-chu Tke, along the shores of 
whieh wo travelled, was entirely frozen over, and. the 
ico of sulligient thiekness to boa laden animals 3 this 
aurpried ua, far the ‘Mhetan stated that tha waters 
wore bitherly sell, and this ix more than probable, as 
there is no outlet. Daring the summer rains, and 
When the snows avo melting, the luke steadily rises, bub 
novor to 0 Hullivient height to drain into any other lake 

_ Ayalon. 

A barren range dies to the xeuth, at tho fa end 
of whieh, Méma, an immense mass of rock over 22,000 
foot in height, lifts its head prondly to tho skies, the 
weatorn fiwe rising almost perpendicularly from the 
margin of the like, On nevount of its grows height, it 
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is visible from many parts of the Iimalayas, and even 
from tho Shipki frontier, and so forms an oxcollont 
mark npon which to steer, 

At Uk-rung, « camping-ground half way along tho 
novthern side of tho lake, woe oxpected to find an 
old staging-houso, visited by tho Pundit Nain Singh 
in 1865; no ruins, howover, are now to bo seen, and 
not one stone remains upon another to indicate its 
original position. ‘Two marches brought us to Tok- 
chen, the sceond stage covoring a distance of 22} miles, 
During tho first anc last part of the journey the road 
was quite good, but the many intermediate miles led us 
noross & spt, and proved terribly trying for the tired 
ponies, ‘The rounded houldors, covered ag they are with 
loose sand, must causo much difficulty for transport 
animals at any time, hut when in addition the wholo is 
concealed by two inches of soft snow, a3 was bho cage 
whon wo wore thore, nothing in tho world takes the 
spirit out of man and beast more quickly. 

The grand little ponies, fully laden as usual, wore 
ubtorly worn out on roaching camp, too tired ovon to 
munch thoir scanty dinnor of grass, 

Tt waa almost dark whon wo arrived, but what a 
havon of rest and what a delightful spob it looked, with 
tho fires crackling away, and fresh, willing mon only too 
oagor to make one comfortable and rub down the ponies ! 
As soon as tho animals wore wnladon and rugged up for 
the night, everybody turned thoir attention to tho 
steaming cups of toa awaiting thom. Ab such times 
ten takes precedence over overything else, even! tho 
pitching of the tents, 

Bailey arrived aftor dark, having beon detained by 
a chanco encounter with a black wolf, which he had shot 
and brought into camp. The shoot was such an in- 
teresting one that 1 will give an account of it, 
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The wolf was first aighted evosing the roud some 
distanes ahead, but as it wat ioeving ab a lob and 
showed no inclination to atop, Bailey was forced to take 
a running xhot. ‘The bullet, however, was placed toa 
fur back to kill Ghe beast onteight, for, though hard 
hib and volled over, it yuickly recavered tnd took to 
the hills to the north, A long and sbabborn chase now 
commended, Bailey's good oll oneswyed pony travelling 
for all he was worth, Ab times only a fow feos 
sopmrated prrsned and parser, and then the formor 
would put on a sudden spartan leave the pony almost 
standing, ‘Tha pare soon hegan to tell on hoth, and 
the wolf, oxhuusted by its offerte and weakonod 
hy low of bleed, finly timed to ay. On 
Bailoy dixmonnting, the animal inado no attempt to 
come bo close quarters, bub sab on its haunches a few 
foot distant, snarling and snapping, until a bullet 
through the chest quiekly put an end to its wicked 
oxiatones, The day was too fir advanced lo start tho 
operation of skinning on the spat, xo the enrease had to 
ho placed on the saddle in front of the vider and carried 
into enmp, by ne means an easy job, 

Toleehon turned ont te hea very plenannt spot, and 
haul wa visited it onrlion in the year, chould have halted 
ab any rate for one day, in order to explore the eombry, 
A fine Atremm, now entirely frazen over, flowed down the 
contre of the valley, but water was oasily obtainable on 
hronking the ee, ‘Tho peoply declare Uinb it never 
froozes solid, xo possihly it due ila xoures ina warm 
xpriyg xome little distanes ap the valley, ‘The grazing 
ix oxeollont, nnd fuel, in the form of prickly shrub, 
plentiful, 

At dinner Ghat night, Ka Sing brought tn bowls of 
junket, very similar to, but slightly sourer than the 
nglish dish, When sweetened with augur it is most 
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palateble, and xo much was it appreciated that wo wore 
givon it ovory night afterwards as fur as Gartok, after 
which place the supply of milk failed, 

A. fow miles beyond Tok-chon tho fixsh view of 
Manasarowar Lake burst upon us, This sheet of water 
had beon cagorly oxpectod for sevoral days by everyone 
in the party, but particularly by the Hindus ond 
Buddhists, for it meant much to thom, and oven a sight 
of tho holy lako was sufficient to wash away countless 
sing, Le-gya Camp was not over two miles from the 
shore, but such is tho effect of continual marching that 
none folb inclined to go to tho lake itself and batho in, 
drink, or oven cxumine tho water; bub this did not 
provont us from finding out many intoresting facts 
connected with it, 

Kailay Parhat, or Poak, situated a fow miles to tac * 
north-west, end Manasarowar aro two of tho most 
intoresting spots in Tibet, and will in timo become 
to Hindus as importunt a place of pilgrimage as 
Mecun is to Mahomedang, Both desorve o fuller 
deseription than J can possibly give, for we wore 
only able to reach tho lake onco, and to oxamine 
the mountain ‘from the road, but even then much 
of interest was rovealed. Manasarowar, for so it is 
known to the natives of India, is called simply Tso 
Rimpochdé (Sacred Lake) by the Tibetans, Within o 
radius of a fow miles riso four of the greatest rivers of 
India—tho Indus, the Brahmaputra, the Sutloj, and the 
Ganges, tho two former of which almost girdle India. 

Manasarowar has an area of about 100 square miles, 
is nearly square in shapo, and presonts a vory regular 
outline, ‘The water is fresh, and in it are many 
variotics of weeds, and, as is to bo expected, innumer- 
able fish. It is fed hy numerous small streams runuing 
from the Mémo and Kailas Peak ranges, but by no river 
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of importanee,  A_ very interesting: fet was noticed, 
for when seen on December tat, Chough the eold way 
intense, the surface of the lake was only frozon for 
100 ynrda or xo from Ce edge, the contra being (quite 
clear and feew (rant ive, This was all Ghe more peoulinr 
and unexpected, afler having found Giin eh Tso, an 
extremely anti Inke, froaen over from shore to: shore 
to a depth of sever) inches, Two explanations aro 
posse: either the lake is of excessive capth, ar also 
it is fed by hob aprings. ‘That, hot springs do oxist 
was proved heyond dowht, for Ryder and Wood found 
one in the elummel te Che west, ad others axe reparled 
Lo exist ab the foot of Sailas Coals, 

We worn enabled to solve an interesting goographien! 
problem, ong whieh hay puzzled xefontista for many 
years, and vhab was the question as te whether 
Manasavowar finds an outlet for tts: surplis water or 
nol, ‘To tho wext of the lake, and sepurnting it from 
Rakas ‘Tal, is a narrow isthims, and ib was through 
achamel ab its northern gud that the water way said 
{o yun. 

Captain TL Strachey, during the fires week of 
Oetoher 1846, traversed (hia strip of Tend, To was 
tHhenon hi return journey, and devluos that he came 
upon tt 


"Marge alien 100 fost wile amd 8 fet doap, runing rapidly from 
oan to weal Chrongh ab walt aletinad channel; thin waa tho ontlob of 
Mannanrowar." 


Vo then goes on to stite Ghat this atveun, after wind- 
ing through the undulating ground of tho isthmus for 
perhaps four miles, falls into Rakes Tal Coming from 
auch a reliable wuthority this should Inve been sulliciont 
proof, but some writers still donbtint its existence, and 
My, Savage Landor claims to have proved, a few years 
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ago, thal no passage oxisls, and romarks, in the book of 
his travels, 


it was my gooil fortune to make quilo sure from many points that, 
aa oat bo soon fram tho illuatration reproduced in these pages, the 
ridgo botwoon the Rakas and Manasnrowar Jakes is continuous, and 
no communiention between the two lakes oxists, With tho oxcop- 
tion of a amall depression about half way across, the ridgo has an 
average hoight of 1000 foot all along... . ‘Tho lowosl point in 
this doprossion is over 800 foot above tho lovol of tho Inko.” 


This again scoms clear cnough, and in ovder to setile 
this vexed question, Rydex, Wood, and Bailey made a 
long round from Nak-luk-re to Barkha, as a result of 
which, Rydor reporlsin the Royal Geographical Journal 
as follows -— 


“Skirbing tha Inke, wo rode across tha low hills, which oloso in 
on tho wastorn aida, to look for the outlet, which Moorevott had not 
hoon ablo to find, which Strachoy had found, and which Mx, Savage 
Landox had olaimod to havo diseovoxed did not oxist, Wo atiruok tho 
channol a milo holow tho outlet, a small abrowm only partly frozon over; 
this wo followod up, and found that {b did not Mow from tho lake, but 
from a hot spring, ab which wo found and shob some mallard, Wo 
thon foNowarl the dry nilah lo the lake, and proved that Strachey 
wns, a8 Was to bo oxpectod, quite corract. No wator was flowing at 
this Limo of Uno your, bub tho local ‘Libotans all agrood that for aome 
months in each yoar thore war a flow duwing tho rainy soason and 
tho molting of tho snows, Ze, about from June to Septombor, Ag a 
viso of about two foot in tho lovel of the Inke would causo wator to 
flow down tho channol, this appears quilo worthy of beliof Tho 
length of the channol hetwoon, the two lakes is about threo miles,” 


Poxrsonally, T noither visited the lako nor passed 
wong tho ridge, which I could, howover, sce distinctly 
from ond to ond, and T very much doubt whether tho 
highost point oxcecds 800 feet, At the ontrance of 
the channol, and situated on a mass of rock, is o small 
whitewashed monastory, occupied by four monks, and 
othor temples are to be found in sheltored spots near by, 
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In the channol itself rises v hot spring ; the warmth 
givon off had beon sufficiently grateful and comforting 
to induco six mallard to discontinue their journey to 
tho plains of India. Thoiy dilatory tactics proved , 
rathor an unfortunate matter, for two wore bagged 
for. our evening meal, tho vomaindor repidly continu. 
ing thoir road to the south, A little lower down tho 
atream, great quantities of fish, torpid with the cold, 
could bo secon through the ies, which, however, was 
of too great a thickness to he broken, and wo were 
consequently deprived of still another dish, 

Ram Singh aceompanied Ryder in this oxcursion, and 
combined business with pleasure by Dxinging back to 
camp six hottles of the sacred lake wator, ‘This, in due 
timo, found its way to Dehra Dun, and was without 
doubt doled out in amall quantitios to his admiring and 
onvious volations, ‘This success mado the Hindu cooks 
so oxtromely jealous that a little of the water had to be 
givon to them also, and this they carefully sealed up in 
small medicine hottles, afterwards hiding it away in 
tho secrot recossos of their bedding; altogether the 
oxpedition proved most satisfactory to all congorned, 

Tha last view of Manasarowar Tako was obtained 
from a prominent rovk, situated at the northern end of 
the isthmus, and logo by the camping-grount, of Nok 
luk-ru. From this point of vantage, the country far to 
the south could ho distinetly soon,  Botweon the 
southorn shore of Manasarowar ancl the Timalayas lies 
the great triangular plain of Pu-rang, and hero the 
Kamali River, a tributary of the Ganges, has its 
source, Much as wo wished to visit tho town of 
Pu-rang (known to tho natives of India as Taklakot), 
yot ib was impossible to do ao, for the ‘Tibetans declared 
that snow might commences to fall heavily any day 
now, and that if it onee started in eames, then good- 
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bye to all chances of crossing the passes beyond Gartok 
Uhis winter, 

Puetang ix the largest town in Wostorn Tibot, and 
ay’ far as wo could make oub from the nomads, consiats 
of & luge monastory, containing seme two hundred 
monks, and four hundred houses, the majority of tho 
dwollings being dotted about the plain and along tho 
banks of the river, Tho surrounding districts axe 
fortile, and produces as much grain as tho natives 
require for themselves, but not sulticient for oxport 
as woll, 

Of all places in Tibet, it is tho casiest to reach from 
(ndia; for the lowest passos in the Westorn Ifimalayas 
lio hetweon 15 and 25 miles distant in a southerly 
direction, and the threo hest known gan bo reached 
from Almora—-the Lipu Tikh, 16,750 foot high, vi@ the 
Kali River; the Untadhuua, 17,590 foot, vf@ Milam ; 
and the Niti Ti, 17,000 feck, 

The Lipu Likh is the most popular, for the roads 
onward to Pu-rang are ropoxted to ho in fair condition, 
though Dub little is in reality known about them, for on 
only two aceasions have Europeans visited the town, 
and in each ease the traveller recoived a hostile 
reception. 

Pu-rvang is also historically interesting, for hero the 
Tibotuna, easixtod by the Chinese, in 1841. fought their 
most funous bebe, and ecomplotely defeated the Dogra 
army sont by Raja Ranbir Singh of Kashmir, under tho 
command of the famous General, Zarawar Singh. It is 
hardly romombored by historians, but to the Tibetans 
it is a nover-to-be-forgotion victory. 

Zuwwar Singh, flushed with success after his 
brilliant anc victorious campaigns in Baltistan, Zonskax, 
and TLadak, determined to conquer ‘Tibet and add the 
wholoof thix great country to the dominions of his 
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master, ‘The fortress of Rudok surrendered withont a 
surugale, and was completely aneked, afier whieh the 
foreo advanced hy detachments up the Budlej and Tndug 
Valleys, Tooling and othor villages were ocenpied, ut 
Uranaport was xearen and tha comuissiriat amvango- 
ments primitive, and months consequently passed 
before the troops were fib to move again, In the 
council of olicors which Une General called to disengs 
tho situation, all were unanimous in deprecating an 
advance in the present condition of allairs, The Dogre 
Cloner, however, had made up his mind on the 
yontire, and, overruling all objections, ordered a 
gonoral advance to he made on Paerang. ‘Tho winter 
had heen an unnsually severe one, and tho troops had 
auffoved torrihly from the cold; at least one-third of 
the soldiery wore frost-hiten and disabled, and sickness 
was rumpant General Zarawar Singh believing that 
his troops wore dnvineible, on receiving information of 
the adyanes of a great army of Chines and ‘Tibetans, 
sont forward two hundred, of his six Uhonsund men to 
meat them. ‘This advanced gnavd we almost eon. 
plotely annihilated. On heaving of this revoraa, a 
secon] party of six handred was deapatohod, only to 
suffer a like fate, Undismayed by thes clisnators, 
Zarawiy Singh coneentratedt hig tronpa, and, placing 
himaelfat their head, advanced with tha whole of his 
fores to Tirthapwi, and from thenes to Prerang. ‘Phe 
night before the battle, the cold heeame so inlonao thas 
the (reops were ineapalile of movement, and in order bo 
ohtain w lite warmth, burnt the atooks of their guns, 
Th this helpless condition the Dogen amy was abtacked 
by the whole Chinexo and ‘Tihetan forces early the 
following morning, and completely defeated. — Zarewar 
Singh, we man of indomitable courage, endeavoured by 
voeleleas bravery to iiatil kame ardany into his mgn, but 
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with no offoet, To was finally lassood, dragged from 
his horao and decapitated, his head hoing subsequontly 
carriod in triumph to Lhasa, whoro it is still presorvod, 
The victory was complete, Immonso nunbers of 
prisonors wore taken, tortured and oxeeuted, the 
migorablo remnants of the Dogrn army, 120 
in number, finding their way back to India ovor 
tho Niti Poss, after having endured the groatest 
hardships. Many years have passed sinco then, but the 
memory of the battle is evor green in the minds of the 
Tibetans, and tho helo that surrounds it cortainly 
accounts not only for the great bolief ovory Tibetan 
has in his own prowess, bub also for tho indomitablo 
bravery thoy often showed in the Gyantso Valley last 
your, 


CHLAP TER X ‘ 
PEQULTAR. CUSTOMS 


A anor nureh the following morning through low 
soruh jungle, awarming with haves, brought ws to tho 
important station of Barkha, ‘The houses aro invisible 
from the east wntil the traveller arrives to within 200 
yards of tho place, for it nextles lows under the sand 
mounds whieh lio to the north of Rakasy Tal Thoro 
are only two stone bnildings; the larger tho hostelry 
propor; tho xnmler and less pretentious ono being 
utilised by tho official in charge. ‘The xlago-house is 
excellent in ila way, forming three sides of tho square 
an containing nine roeing. "The whale plawo lad hoon 
awoph up nd aleaned, thengh, in spite of these olloria 
do render Hie roams presentable, a considerable amount 
of dirs wie overywhers visible, Lt looked choorful, 
however, for the smoke-hegrimed walls were covered 
with Manchester and Dnedian eatton prints, which, though 
only partially coneeuling the dirt, erented an impression 
of comfort and showed what eflorts had heon made to 
afford a weleome, The Geen allicial, «pleasant old 
mean holding the rank of dzongpon, was wailing ab the 
hend of a retinue of attendants, and ushered us into an 
inner courtyard, from whieh a few rooms opened ous, 
ant in one of whieh ten and sweets had been got 
ronly, 

Piles of Chinese brick len and hales of sugar were 
stacked in the vues corners, representing ellie the 

re a 
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rowards of the dzongpon’s commercial activity or the 
porcontage received as hin duo from the waders passing 
through, 

‘hose “bricks” weigh ahout 42 Ib, and are 
wrapped in gold paper, presumably with tho object of 
deluding the purchaser with the iden that the contents 
ave of u vory superior quality, though in reality the tea ” 
is of the coarsest oseription. 

Though considered good onough to press into blocks, 
and export ‘into Lihet, the “bricks” actually represent 
tho leavings and sweopings of the Chinese toa crop. 
Tho lewes aro picked from tho oldest and worst troos, 
and freoly mixed with the stalks and odd fraements of 
wood, ‘Itho price, in spite of these failings, is vory high 
in Wostern ‘Tihot, tho most inforior quality costing 
1s. 4d. por pound, and the hotter brand 2, 6d. 

Tihotans ave probably tho greatest tea-drinking raco 
in the world, and most of thoir carnings must bo spent 
in the purchaso of this hovorage, Indian toa is a drug 
in the market; the reuson is not onsy to trace, though 
the idon gonovelly provails that it produces bad 
headaches, This suporstition probably originates from 
the roports of tha wily Chinese morchant, who is 
naturally dosivous of kooping the Indian article out of 
tho markot, 

Many nomads from tho surrounding country had 
Hoen called in to assias our parby in settling down for 
tho night, and these had pitched their tents around tho 
houses and along the hanks of tho stream which flowed 
past the camp, ‘Choy stared opon-mouthed, and 
evidently regarded us with considerable awe, for the 
nowa of the fighting at Gyantse and the entry into 
Lhasa had ponotrated into these distant regions, and 
wa may he sure that the stories had lost nothing in the 
‘tolling, 

“ 
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Thoy wore w cheerfnl, good-tompored lot, tumbling 
over one another in thoi excitement as soon as the 
baggage animals wrived, throwing thomselves cugerly 
into the work of unlouling tho yaks, fetuhing food 
and wator and unpacking tho tents. ‘The general 
offect our arrival produced bore a strong resemblance 
to tho wonder and eager anticipation ovinced by the 
childven of an English villago at tho arrival of a 
travelling menngorio, 

In an inoredibly short xpaco of tinie all were 
comfortably sottled down for the day, the ponies 
pickoted and ruggod-up, while, romd the crackling 
serub-wood fires, ‘Lihotuns and Indians alike sipped 
wway ab thoiv respective hut equally beloved brands 
of ten, 

No time was over loxb in searching for ton-cups, as 
each man invariably cumied his own, the natives of 
India utilising enamolled iron mugs, and the TMhetang 
small polishod wooden bowls, often mounted in silver, 
The iron mugs wors generally cleaned by being wiped 
on any convontont cout-teil, whilst the wooden bowls 
wore carefully and thoroughly licked by the owner's 
long and pliant tongue, efter which oporution they 
vanishod, till noxt required, into some hidden fold of 
tho voluminous clouk. 

Barkha figures conapienously in moxb of tho largor 
maps of Tibet, for, though tho buildings aro insignificant, 
yet the placo is in youlity of considerable importance, 
from tho fact that it lies wb the junction of many roads, 
Lhasa to the east, Pu-rang to the south, Tooling and 
tho Sutlo} Valloy to tho south-west, and Gartolk.to the 
north-west, wll intercommunicate ab Barkha, 

During the summer months, one of the most 
important trado-marts is held here, merchants trem 
Tndia colleeting in gondly numbers to barter with the 
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nomads their respeutive merchandise. Tho first arrivals 
at theno fairs naturally choose the mosb frvoured sites, 
whilst those who had heen delayed on the jowney have 
to ocaupy eny avalablo spot thai may remain, All, 
howover, colleat togathor, und the plain is vonsequently 
dotted with tents of all shapes and sizes, whilat great 
hordy of yaks, gous and sheep wander ovor tho rich 
pasture lands, 

Abt this time the dzongpon is undoubtedly quite in 
his olomont, administering justico, vollovting dues anil 
transacting business on his own account ‘To these 
trade-gathorings ‘Tibotuns flogk in large numbors to 
dispose of wool, pashm (tho fino nnderwool of a coxtain 
breed of goats), and anything thoy may have collected 
during the preceding twelve months, sponding their 
carnings in tho purchaso of poly and pans, Indian cloth, 
knives, and tho varions odds nnd cuds so universally 
precious to nomads of all raves, 

Vovy little money changes hands in these transactions, 
hub tho Indian repeo is so populax amongst Tihotans 
that anyone well provided in this roxpect can drive 
oxcollont Inrvgaing, ‘Tho rapes a fow years ago was #0 
sought after that many morchants simply broughé silver 
into the country, oxchunging the coin for gold dust 
ant reaping very Inrgo profits on each jowmoy. 
Latterly ib has fallen in -valuo, bab oven now will buy 
moro then its equivalent oxchango in “ tunkes,” the 
silver coin in goneral use throughout Tibet 

A. “tunka” is about the sizo of w shilling, bub so 
thin that it is valued at sixponees, ‘Uhoy aro struck ab 
Lhasa, and, though varying considerally in design, all 
chavo on ono sido tho snered signs of the Buddhist 
roligion, 

« Ub will bo vendily understood that the mixed cir 
culation of rupeos and tunkes nob infrequently causes 
1 
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Wwouhle in Iuying and selling, for, though one tio is 
oqual Lo sixponce, three bunkas go toe rupee, which is 
worth one shilling and fourpence., — Still other dilioulties 
arise, for in the Tibeten coinage there is no small chango, 
Tho Jaws relating to defacement of monosy ato nob 
suingont, and so tho diflienlty ix gob rid of hy eutting: 
tho Linke filo threo parts, oveh of whieh tho operator 
endeavours to palm off as half a tunka and oyual to 
threepence, As overy bunk is also clipped round tho 
muugin, tho popularity of the Indian rpeo is obvious, 

Whilst on this subjeot, one other point of interest 
niust bo mentioned, and that ix that the antives prefer 
the rupecs of bho old Mast India Company to all others 3 
next to these come tho alder coins af Quoon Victoria, 
whilst the least popular are the Inst issne of the Inte 
Queen's reign and those of King Wdwanl vir Thy 
peculiarity is duo to the fact that, Lhough the weight 
is tho samo, the rtpeo hex stendily diminished in 
diameter, 


CHAPTER XL 
WHE HOME OF ITE ons 


Banxaa is hut a short distance from tho northern shore 
of Rakes Tal, «long narrow sheet of water which runs 
north and south, reesives tho surplus wator of Mana- 
sorowar Dake, antl is, as fur as could bo seen, dovoid of 
islands, 

Many have supposed that the Suilej runs from this 
lako, and av Rakes Tal and Manasavowar ave connected, 
it stands to reason that the Sutle} would actually ori- 
ginato in one of tho streuns that un into Manasaxowar 
lake, "lo settle the question ax to whethor such was 
tho cae or not, Ryder und 7 xob out ab dawn the 
folowing morning with bwo local guides. Wo travelled 
fivstly inv xouthorly direction, in search of the channel, 
and this was eventually found seme two miles favthor 
awiy than anticipated. Tho passage was broad and 
dry, mul the level of the lake many fect helow the 
bed of the channel, 

Lt was ovidont that no water had flowed from 
Rakes ‘Tal down tho passnge for a considerable time, 
hut there was nothing hore to prove that such might 
nob he the ouse during tho melting of the snows in 
wn oxesptionally wet seayon, ‘the guides and the 
shopherd, whom we met, stated that no water ab the , 
geesenl Cine ever flows out af Rekas Tal, but added 
thet diving Lhe Noepel War, abont filly years pre- 
viously, the overllow Look place annually, To make 
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«quite sure, wo entered bho channel and moved along 
iL in & westorly direction, Ab places the hed widoned 
considerably, and the dry ground was covered with a 
thigk inevustation of salts auch would nol have heen 
the caso had wator Howed over ile during: the last fow 
yous. Whon five miles distant from tho shore, we 
obtained from the sund-marks in the bed of the stream 
‘vonelusive proof that the Sutlej rises a low miles to 
tho west of tho lake, for their mrangoment indicated 
that at ono place the rin water, draining from the 
adjacent hills, ritus eastwards Lowards  Rakas Tal, 
whilst a little farther on, other streams entoring the 
channel flow in a westerly direction and form the 
source of a river, Ralew Wal, dike most Phetan 
lekes, ix said to he steadily diminishing in’ volume, 
and ibis therefore more Wan proladile that this sheet 
of wator will never again vverflow into the channel of 
the Butte), 

In our wnxiely to sotlle this question, wo had 
viddon farther and farther from the road taken hy 
tho caravan, ‘The general position of our now camp 
wes woll fnewn to our gaittes, dat the most direct 
path was onal mora dition) question to solve, 
and Lo make mators worse, bie ponies hogan ta show 
digns of exhaustion ‘The wretched little animals 
ridden by the ‘Tihotus were okL and thin, and got 
over the ground even more slowly than our own In 
order Lo save their strength, wo all dismounted and 
drageod our stveds hohind vaya (ring and slow per 
formanes over ground unaven and thickly xivown with 
houklors, Wo “had visions of being kept oub all night, 
Im fortuntely eanght sight of “ghost drove of 
hagenge yaks, whiel: hut alse experienced much, 
tronble on the yond and heen delayed many hours, 
Thoy wore five miley sway and telling in the 


TWH GARTOK EXPEDITION 261 


some divection ax aurselvos, so the ponies wore again 
mounted and urged on ab a canter, the long walk 
apparently having pub now life inte thom, and, 
tating away downhill, camp was reached before 
dusk, 

Quy own party had covered. thirty-four miles, whilst 
tho earnvan had done over twenty, and ovoryone was 
tired out und in need of innediate rest; this, howevor, 
was ont of tho question for the present, as, although 
wator was plontiful, both fuel and grass were oxcecd- 
ingly seavea, Latterly the amount of dried grass 
suppliod at onch camp had been gotting less and 
less, for ‘Whotans stock but very little at their resl- 
houses end none eb all at the intormediate stages. 
Nono but Tibetan ponies would have oxisted in this 
countey with such havd work and wretched food, for the 
little hoast seemed to thrive on practicllly nothing, 
Yo ussist in the scanty supply of foddor, thoy were 
not only turned Joose immediately on axtival in canip, 
hub wore also driven along the road in twos and threes, 
in order that thoy mighé pick wp a few blades of grass 
as thoy moved along. 

Wo had beon particularly lucky in our animals, 
for thoy wero a good-natured and woll-mannored lot, 
ousy to load and drive, aud giving no trouble oither 
in collecting from the grazing-ground or picketing ab 
night. ‘Tho poor little beasts were, howover, usually 
too tired to think of fighting amongst thomselyes, or 
to gallop of their own {roo will about tho country, 

T havo intentionally said nothing up to tho presont 
shout Katles Peak, for though it had been visible for 
sevorel days past, yot it was only during this march _ 
phat wo actually passed it, and wore onabled to sean 
#4 porfock proportions ab close quarters. Unfortunately 
no photograph was takon on this dey, and thoro ty 
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no obthor illustration of ib It that taken from above 
Nak-luk-ru. 

Kailas Parbat is hy far the largest and highest of 
tho many pinnacles Lhal Lower wp in the sky from the 
range of mountains whieh lies to the novth of the 
Manasarowar Lake; its summit rises over 22,000 . 
feeb shove sea-level, or seme 7000 feeb above the 
anevounding plain, lignres, us a mle, convey but 
a vague iden to the genoral mind, and it is indeed 
dificult to place hofore the mental vision a tino 
pleture of this most boantiful mountain, 

Tn shape it resembles a yast euthedral, tho roof 
of which, rising to a ridge in tho centre, is otherwise 
regular in outline and covered wilh eternal snow, 
Below this so-called rool, the sides of tho mountain 
ave perpendicular and fill sheer for hundreds of feet, 
the strata Jevizontal, the layers of stone varying 
slightly in colour, and the dividing lines showing up 
lear and distine. ‘These layers are again divided 
ov split: hy porpendiaulay cracks, whieh give to the 
ontive mountain the appemanee of having heen jnilt 
hy giunt lumds, of huge block of reddish stone, 

Ab the foot of theys Titanic walla a munher of 
eaves avo snid lo oxiat, and davk and gloomy ravines 
lis on oither side, while fvom the neighbouring and 
lessev hills rise namborless pinnacles and sloncder spires 
of rook, 

Wonderful is the appearance of this mountain in 
the carly morning, when iy roof of spotless snow is 
touched by the rising Bun and changed in hue to a 
soft Iut vivid pink, whilet the ravines below still 
hold the hlaekness of the night. Aa the light 
inerensos xo lo the mighty walls brighten in colow, 
and form a heppy contrast to the blie waters ef 
Manasmowav vippling in the morning breeze, changing 
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eradually, as one gazes, from purple to hrightost 
hit. 

No wonder, then, that this spot is believed by 
Hindus and Mahouedans alike lo be the home of 
wll the gods, that of the wators of iis lnko thoy drink, 
.and thal in its unexplored cayorns they dwell; to 
them ib is the Tloly Mountain, and the most. sacred 
gpob on oarth, & pilgrimage to which onsures hoth 
sanctity and renown, 

A track completely oncireles the hase of tho 
mountain, always difliguly and at ono placo rising to 
a great height, Along this path the pilgrim wonds 
his weary way, 

Walking at tho usual spec, this tikes ahout threo 
days to accomplish, hut a pilgrim travelling in this 
manner pains but ordinary movit, rather should he 
dewdle along, immorsed in sacral thought and 
meditating on the goodness of the gods, /Bub tho 
holiest of all ways is for the pilgrim to take three 
weeks in the process, meaduzing his length upon tho 
ground every fow foot, ruitil, after many thousands 
of those prostrations, Ue round is completed and the 
highost xunotity obtained, Ab one poinb along the 
poth, Court Kil is reached, a luke, so roporb goos, 
that romains frozen ab ell seasons of tho yon, its iey 
wators novor yickling to tho' gonial rays of tho sun. 
Tlere tho pilgrim is oxpected to break tho ico and 
immerse his weary limbs, though all bub the most 
devoub content themsolvos with merely putling a 
lithle water on their heads. 

Alongside this voad, at regular intervals, many 
small monasteries have heen built by monks, for tho 
iwofold purpoxo of giving shelter and food to the 
“pious, and of obtaining hy their offerings a living 
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Darehan, the most huportant of these yompas 
(monasteries), is whitewashed hiitding situated 
above the plain on Che southern slopes of (heamountain, 
A splendid view can be obtained: from this place, Lor 
ib overlooks Manasarewar and Prerang Plain, vehb 
ap to the stammit of Che distant Tlimulayas, ! The 
inhabitants aro under the control of no dzongpon, 
nor are they responsible ta tha Garpons of Cartok, 
Int communicate their desires and grievances direct 
bo the Thasa authorities, | 

Althongh Kailas Parhat was passed on Decomhor 
3rd, yet very little snow lad fallen, and ow: march 
had heen nowhors delayed, a fret whieh olenrly showed 
to tho superstitions ‘Tibetans Chat tho gods wore 
smiling on our (ravels and assisting us in ovory 
possible way, 

From Barkha onwards, the county heeomes: still 
more barren and desolate. CGrasy undoubtedly grows 
in grew profusion daring the summer months, though 
ab the time of ov visit iL was all dead and withored, 
hords of gonts picking fp hore and Chere seanty 
atalonanes on the sheivedlad blades, Ax grass decreased 
in quantiby so Che prickly shri proportionately 
increased, covering the. lower slopes of tho monntains 
aul the hollows in the plains, and growing ab ines tn 
anoh profasion aslo most obliterate the tral ‘Lhe 
haves, whieh had heen previonsly seen senerying vom 
Jah te bush or peering ever avery tilt of grass: as 
the euntvan wandered in aad autaf the hilloeks, were 
now no longer visihle, 

As far ay wo could tell, antelope and gazelle 
word non-oxistont, but game in some form or other 
mnab have heen plentifnl, for wolves heene more, 
and more numero, amd nat a day passed) iit Cures 
or more of these beast were seen nen the raad ‘The 
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rol variety gaye place to the black, bub thoy were 
fax Loo cunning lo give us another chance, even ab 
along range! Small herds of yaks wore occasionally 
xeon wounding thoir way Lo lower ground where grazing 
prospects were mare promising, and flocks of sheep 
sand gous eked oul a precarious existence in all the 
more sheltered valleys, 

Tho valuable pashm, ov silken undorwool, is obtained 
from these gonts during the spring and summor 
months, tho animals sponding the winter in the 
highest altitudes, in order that the wool may ho as 
thick and profuse as possible, Pashm, though grontly 
appreeinted hy the 'Lihetans for the manufacture of 
their underclothing, is in such request hy tho morchants 
of Srinagar and Amritsar for the manutacture of the 
famous Kashmir and “ying” shawls that the demand 
is always greater than the supply, and the price rises 
anarmously before it reaches its destination, ‘Che 
Tihetans themaclyes rarely ling the wool to Kashmir 
or Initia, Uhis heing dono, hy many handreds of 
Ladakis and men of the Till States, who visié the 
Tuiey annually and carry bnel their purchases in little 
sadlo-hage strapped on the hacks of sheop, 

Tho largest flocks of sheop and goats wero 
eneommlorad in the xevine of Trok-poh-shar, where 
av halt way made on the second night after leaving 
Barkha. The vallay was 40 sheltered from the bitter 
winds that the stream which ren down tho centre was 
only partially frozen, and grass, still votaining a 
vestige of green, was till growing on both banks, 
TYore innumeradlo annd-grouse had taken up their abode, 
wil though their tomoness was such that sporting 
sshota were out of the question, yeb they afforded a 
very welcome addition to one lable, as we had seon 
no gome-hirds for the past three weeks, ahd wore 
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simply Jonging for a change of diet. [axnvies had 
long since vanished from on daily menu, and the 
dick consisted now almost entively of sheep, flour, 
potulocs, Low und reneid Iublor, with now and again 
a spoontid of jam as av special treats ‘The stovo of 
whisky, never yory large, had long since been ex 
hauaterl, and with i departed nimeh of the eonviviality 
that had hitherto charactorisedd ow afler- diner 
convorslion, 

‘Time, eonseqrontly, hung rather heavily on our 
hands, until one genial spirit, more daving than tho 
rest, proposed “Bridge.” This was ab first ongerly 
grasped at, hug the experiment praved o lamentable 
fate on account of the intense cold. At tho lest 
of times, it was a dificult matter to keep one's hands 
warm, and resources was frequently had to our pockets, 
‘This position was nob adapted to rapidity and aeoneacy 
of play, and it can he easily understood Ghat the post 
of “dummy” was cagorly sought after, Considering 
aso that the game was carried on hy the dim flickering 
light of one smoking oundle, the conelusion was soon 
unanimously arrived ab that ‘the game was nob 
worth the candle,” and so we retired atu early hone 
Lo our fiirly-warm beds, 

On Docombor Sth we reached the velay station of 
Misr, situated on the banks of the Sutla. Tore the 
Tiver makes a sharp bend to the south for a few miles, 
and then again turns west, continuing along the south 
side of the mountainous range whieh vans past Glurtok 
into Tadak. 

Though Misay is in reulity a phoe of somo im- 
portance, ib only hoasts lwo main buildings, but these 
have hoon added ta from time to time, as the populas 
tion increased. Madh new ontehouse las heen eveatorl 
where most conyeniont, a shapeloss amass costing, 
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cub up into seetions hy narrow, noisome passages, 
Virb reigned supreme, end as most of tho rooms 
possonsed ono doors, they wero horribly cold and 
dvaughiy, Ancient and evil-smelling pieces of canvas 
partially covered tho numerous holos in the walls and 
flapped noisily in the wind; altogether tho conditions 
swore x0 unplonsant, that ib would have been infinitely 
proforable could we have pitched our tents on the 
hanks of the alvewn, bub this woukl have added eon- 
siderably to the men's work, and it was our object to 
gave them as much labour as possible, for the drivers 
wore showing unmistakable signs of fatigue, ‘Two of 
the natives of Lidia wove (rost-hibten in the foot, bub, 
thanks to IIiva Singh’s promptness, neither of thom 
lost their toos, and hoth eventually veeovered sufliciontly 
to walk into Simla, 

Wom Barkha, the easiest yond to India apparently 
ran dong the bank of the Sutlej, and it was by this 
road that we lad previously determined bo xond all the 
ponies and the heavy baggage mder tho eave of Ram 
Singh. ‘Tho natives of Misur, however, voported so 
hadly on tho condition of thix route that wo now 
devided to take the ponies along with us, and only send 
Raw Singh and w military surveyor, with hired yaks, 
hy the river route, They reesived instructions from 
Rydov to survey as much of the country lo tho south 
as thoy possibly could, and finwly make their way to 
Tooling, there to await our arrival, 

Tho noxt morning we parted company from Ram 
Singh and his little caravan, striking north-wost 
towards Gartak, 

The aseen€ of the Jorka La, tho pass separating tho 
eGartok and Misr valloys, had heon dreaded hy 
evoryono for the last six wooks, for on all sides ib was 
roported lo ho of extreme diMeulty, of 19,000 feot 
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altitude, and exceedingly stoop. When once tho winter 
snows had aburbed, ib was sid Lo be tnpassable for man 
or beast. 

Another puss to the south of Cartok, the Ayi La, 
was also extimated to he 19,000 foué high, and it was on 
aceount of these two passes Unit wo had heen pushing 
on so rapidly, for it was absolutely necessery that both 
should be erosxed before the winter snows sob in in 
carnest, ‘Lo our minds, the Jerkw Tay was tho moro 
important, for we had to reach Cartol somehow or 
othor, or ol spent tho winter in 'tihet, TIud the Ayi 
Lo boon closed it would not have mattored quite so 
much, for wo could eventually have made ow way 
down the Indus to Tach, and then to India hy Tadak, 
This Iattor route, however, would have taken 
another six weaks or so, and ig would havo beon 
necessary to ahanton the growter par’ af the heayy 
haggago lll the following summer, 

‘Sho more intelligent-looking traders and shophords 
passed on the road were questioned aa to tho slate of 
these pusios, and, ax is to he expocted in Tibet, with 
varying results. ‘The gonoral conaunaus of opinion waa 
to the afloat thab the Ayi Lu war atuop, cdiftignlt, and 
probably impassable, but duct sie growt diffloulty would 
he oxporionced in summonnting the Jerk ta An a 
mabbor of tral, the dutber pent ollered mo impediment to 
our passage, as tho ascent wad easy, and the summit 
vol much over 15,000 feat in height. 

Thoy called the placa Par-elia where we pitehed the 
camp, bué this ume ix eyually applicable to any of tho 
othey small yavines which ent up the country, So 
much of a muchnass wo all thexe placer, ‘that w misteko 
ean bo easily made when giving inaluctions, ax, 
happonod in our caso, for the nian who went on ahead 


passed the intended spot, aud pitehod the small ‘Tibotan 
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tont almost on the summit of tho pass. Fortunately 
thore was but Tittle wind and so no one suffered much 
dissomfort from the cold during the night, but the 
mistake gave tho yak-drivers much oxtra work, for 
thoy had to go a considerable distanco before sufficiont 
{nol could he collouted fox tho camp fires, ‘The question 
of fuel is no small matter whon a caravan is composed 
of auch a melley of races ay ours was, for the 
Mahomedans, Hindes, Gurkhas, Tibetans and British 
all required separate cooking-places, and so it was also 
with tho yal-drivors, ‘Cibetan oftivials, and the various 
hangers-on; in consoquonce, thore were seldom loss 
than eight or nino fives burning at tho same time, 

We had now entered the region drained by the 

es Indus, tho greatosb of all Indian rivers, though tho. 

trickling streams, continually crossed, wore nob such as 
would Jou ono to beliove that it could grow to the 
immense size ib attains & hundred miley further on. 

Yormorly tho main river was supposed to originate 
from these smell stronms, byt the Pundit Nain Singh 
yroved, whout filly youra aga, that thoy form hut a large 
wibatuwy which joins the main branch a fow miles 
below Gartok. The Pundit was only able to follow up 
the latter for a fow miles, xo the actual whereabouts of 
tho source of tho Tndns ix still unknown, though the 
natives asvovl that it rises from the northorn slopes of 
Kailas Parhat. 

dus hiefore reaching Nik-yu, a cloar view was 
obluined of the whole of Gartok Plain, an apparently 
desolate, Hat, and barron region, hommed in on the 
north and south by great bare, rocky ranges, In the 
fading light, tie official onpital of Wostern Tibet could 
ho dimly seen, lying seven miles away on tho banks of 
the Indus, which, winding in and out, meandered 

through the southorn half of the plain. 
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Tho roports proviowsly reecived haul fully prepared 
na for the insignifieanes of che place which formed. the 
gonl of our jonmey, but it had never been fully vewlised 
Wheb a wrotched little town il really was, though, as 
wo were to enter ib an the following day, tho actual 
eseription wan wail, ' 

Nik-yu, ow home that night, is the rolay-house for 
Gortok, and situated seven miler fen that place in a 
nicoly xhelleredt and gray valley, Hore a hord of 
yaks aro kept all the your round, vendy for whatever 
euvavan may come along. Awaiting 1s alio ab Nik-yu 
were some servants of the Curponx (Governor) “of 
Gartok, who had heen sent over to inform us thet their 
mastory had the day provions nerived there from Car 
Chunsa, 40 milos away, and were ready bo reeaive us, 

The intervening xtroteh of level plain separating us 
from the eupital wax covered ab Lop speed the following 
morning, and our objective rerehedt on Decomber th, 
exactly two months from the day of leaving Gywutyo, 


F CIAPTER XIL 
GARLOK RYACIED 


‘Tr newer we epproachal to Gartok tho less pre- 
powering did the plaeo appear, The wind howled 
auross tho plain, sweeping the dust before it, while 
banks of threntoning storm- clouds rolled down tho 
mountoin-sides, 

Tho Garpons’ servants, ‘apititat on sturdy little 
poniox, cantoved on ahead and steored for the nearest 
of the three houses, ‘This they declared was the guest 
house, and was nlways kept in readiness for any officials 
coming rom or going to Lhaga, Tt looked forlom and 
desolate ; tho dust lay inches deop in the rooms, and 
as the windows and doors wore only gaping holes in 
the walla, tho wind carried the dust round and round 
in suffocating clouds and then whisked it out of the 
doorway, 

Tho mon wore very anxious to unload the animals 
quickly and gob the baggage inside tho house, but the 
prorpect was so uninviting that one of uy went over to 
oxwnine tho nearer of tho other two buildings, This 
turned oub to be an oxcollent placo, clean and roomy, 
and with plenty of out-houses to shelter everyone, 16 
, Was partially oaoupiod at the time, hut the chattels of 
these good pedple were quickly romoved to tho third 
house, after which our loads were brought over and 
Qjstributed amongst Uheir respective owners, 

Whilo tho anbuols wore boing unladon, wo had 
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timo to look around and xeo oxactly whab sorb of place 
ib was wo had gol lo, Lb was poor enough in all con- 
solonce, considering Lhab it is the capital of Western 
Tibet, and that the Garpons reside here for about threo 
months in the year, ab which time it becomes a busy 
contre of commerce. Gartole only boasis of three good~ 
sized houses and livelve mixoralle hovels, 

As already stalod, ono of the large huildings is the 
guest-house; the one occupied hy us helongs to the 
younger Garpon, whilo hix elder confrbvo lives in the 
third, The houses aro built of aum-dried mad rieks, 
aud ag the beams whieh support tho roots aro large 
and massive, the rooms have heen niule exceptionally 
capucious and airy, 

Garlols in veality consists of two distinet places, 
siluated forty miles aport. ‘The ono we visited is known 
as Gar Yarn or Stmmor Quarters, and tho othor, 
which ix also on tho Indus but ab a lowor altitude, 
Car Gunsa ov Winter Quarters, 

At Gar Gunsa there are two houxes ocvupied by 
tho Garpous, one monastery conlatuing six monks, and 
from filteon Lo twonty tonts, TLore tho Clovernors live 
for nine months in the your, only residing ab Gar 
Yaran during August, Soplomber and Ouloher, at which 
timo all the shephorda and traders of Wostorn Tibet 
collect, Ininging with them their herds of yaks, sheop 
and goats, thoir funilios, goods and chattels, and settle 
down on any xpob they faney, Ab tho samo time, 
trecdors from Cedak, Spiti end India arrive, and e brisk 
trade in cloth, iron ware, copper goods, gold, trvquoives, 
wool and pashm springs up. Tho annual taxes are 
thon collected hy the Governors, law cases tried, and 
Government business transacted, To vary tho pro- 
gramme and enliven the proceedings, pony-races a 
other sporls take place in the plain, while wo may be 

Nn 


THE GARTOK EXPEDITION — 273 


sure the ladios of the different oucampments call upon 
one another, and, while hobnobbing over their tea, 
(seuss tho usual interesting soulal topics. Ab the 
races, many ponies change hands, for the animals of 
tho Gartole distriol aro held in high repute by Tibotans 
all over the country, boing noted for both speod and 
alamina, 

Probably a little betting also takes placo on the 
resulis of the races, bub ib must bo carried on with 
gomo difficulty, for cash is scaveo and bookmakers aro 
non-oxistenb, 

Tho samo men do not romain hero for the entire 
three months, bub move on to othor marts, or, having 
comploted thoir trading, rotwn to thelr old haunts, 
their places heing taken hy fresh arrivals, Jt is said 
that but seldom axe thore loss than five hundred nomads 
and morchants collected here at one time. 

How differont was the acone on the 9th Decomber | 
Not o shepherd or a flock was visible in tho valloy, 
and the buildings, provioug to the arrival of the 
Governors, absolutely cloesertad, 

As soon aa our goods wore arranged, a compli- 
mentary visit wae paid by the Garpons, dressed in all 
their finery—yellow silk robes and broad-brimmed ved 
gilk hets—-and accompanied hy numerous servants 
bringing presents of shoop, sugary, grain, sultoo and 
sweats, all of which wore doxtorously distributed, to 
tho best advantage, about the floor of the room. 

Their stay was of but short duration and the con- 
vorsation limited Lo polito and flatioring remarks from 
both partioy, Though they would not partake of our 
tea and cakes, some large bull's-eye sweets proved 
sufficiontly seductive to attract thoir attontion. They 
were rapidly popped into thor mouths, though we 
wore uncertain whothor they wore nol soon transferred 

AB 
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to tho hidden recosses of their capacious sleeves for 
future quick enjoyment. 

The Garpons were both inclinod to he suspicious as 
to whether we were nob up to some doop scheme, but 
when on the following morning they paid their officiel ” 
visit, they not only appoared to he quite reconciled but 
evon acomed to enjoy the mild excitement which our 
arrival produced, 

Tho elder of the two, Nyon Drong hy name, was 
ahout forty years of ago, of the usual upper class Tibotan 
type, rather stout, sluggish in hoth body and mind, 
and with suspicious little eyes, Ife hut seldom spoke, 
and contented himself with asking w few questions 
through tho younger Garpon, und in listening to tho 
details of tho Treaty of Lhasa. Nothing scomed to 
interest him very much, and Lhasa was so for away 
that ovonis happening in that part of the world 
affected him but little, Ho, however, appreciated tho 
liqueur hrandy (medical comforts), and under its - 
thawing influence hecame less suspicious and moro 
amonahlo to reason, 

Nagar, tho younger Governor, tuned out to bo a 
pleasant young man of shout twonty years of age, with 
ensy, open mannors, fully appreciating the importance 
of his position and taking « lively interost in every- 
thing that went on, He had « decidedly quick mind 
for a Tibotan, and grasped the facts of whatever was 
told him at once, Practically tho whole of the con- 
versation was carried on through him, and the more 
important points again repented hy him to Nyon 
Drong. His position was rather a diffioult ono, fox 
he was not the original Garpon appointed by Lhasa, 
bub the son of that official, and had been acting as the 
substitute of his father for tho preceding cighteon 
mouths, ‘his, however, did not seem. to vannge him 
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any inconvenience, and to ace the two Garpons together, 
ono would judgo that Naser waa the moro important, 

Both were dromed in identically similar clothes. 
Loose yellow silken robes bung down to tho feet, tied 
in ab Ghe waist wilh w anh of tho sume material, the 
‘silk being Chinese brocade of the richost quality, 
Tho sleeves were long, completely covering the hends, 
and turned hack only when nocossity required, ‘Thoir 
hats, shaped like oxaggorated toam-o’-shanters, wore 
mado of fod silk with o deep fringe of the same 
material hanging from the brim. 

Their servants were likewise dreased after the samo 
fashion, but in ved cloth cloaks and yellow hats, Both 
Garpons wero natives of Lhasa, and grumbled much at 
the barrenness and coldness of the country they had 
heen sont to. 

Their post, nevertheless, carried with it some com- 
pensatory advantages, for thoy ruled over a country in 
extent nearly as gront as England, and their power was 
dospotic, In addition, thay made a comfortable little 
income out of tho nomads and merchants in duos and 
porquisites, and also carried on somo trading on their 
own account; 80, taken altogether, thoy had not much 
to complain of, 

Jusb before tho meeting terminated, the Garpons 
wore each presented with watches and money, and 
though otiquetto provonted thom from giving vent to 
any outward expressions of delight, they were never- 
theless oxceedingly pleased with the gifts, and the Inst 
lingering suspicions as to our good intentions were 
dofinitely romoved. 

One day at“Gartok was quite sufficient to complete 
{ho work that had to be done, ond os the weather 
became oven more threatening, wo determined to leave 
on the, following morning, 
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This was all the move enay, as the yaks which had 
brought our haggage from Nik-yu had hoon kopt close 
at hand, and it was only necessary to drive them in 
from the pasturage Lo be ready for a frosh start, 

By half-past seven the baggage had heen all leden 
and was woll on tho road, and, after bidding aciou to 
our now smiling friends, wo hastened alter the caravan, 

Ka Sang, the Lhasa oficial who had accompanied 
us from Gyantso, hovo loft on his yeturn jonrnoy, 
intonding to follow the samo route as that which wo 
had pursued. Although his instructions required that 
he should soo us safely to our journey’s ond, ho had 
asked to bo allowed to go hack from Gartok, in order 
to accomplish tho pilgrimage rownd Kailas Poul, and 
if that was rendered impossihle by bad climatic con- 
ditions, to visit tho monastorics at tho baso of the 
mountain and bathe in Manusarowar Take, As all 
was going on so satisfactorily and tho Garpons had 
moreover, lent us two of their mon to make tho 
nocossary mrangoments Mong the road, thoro was no 
apparent reason why wo should nob necdde to his 
roquest, Bofore doparting, ho received w prosont of a 
watch and a bag of rupeos, and immardiately took his 
leave in a great hurry, ovicontly consumed with 
anxiety as to the sufoty of his money, 

Tho animals travelled woll aftor thoir day's rest, and 
hy noon wore far up the mountnin-side, Tho track 
was indistinct and rough and led to the only flat piece 
of ground to be seen; but it was all toa near, for the 
woathor looked more threatening Lhan ever, and overy 
mile gained on this and the following day meant o little 
loss for tho march ovor the summit of Ayi Tia, and 0 
corresponding reduetion in the struggle anticipated gt 
the top, a) 

} Tho Garpons had recommended tho Ayi Ta, nob 
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thab it wax any caxicr than many othor passes, but 
becuse if was the most direct route for Tooling, 
Within » few miles of the Ayi La other passes croxs 
the rengo, but nono have an altitude of less than 
18,500 foot, They aro all much of a muchnoss, pro- 
-sonling « gradual ascent on the northorn sido and 
a terribly severe descent on tho southorn face of the 
range, 

Evoryone had hoped that by lengthening tho 
second march we might have got over the pass and 
camped on the far side, but tho distance proved much 
gvontor than anticipated, and as the going was 
ahominahle, a halt had to be called four miles short 
of tho summit, Our position was a misoralle one and 
tho cold intense, as the tents wore pitched close to a 
great mass of ico; any change was out of the question, 
a8 the ‘Tibetans had hero collected both fuol and foddor, 
Black clouds whirled down the neighbouring ravinos, 
accompaniod hy blinding storms of snow and hail. 
Tho men sat cowering ovor their smoking yak-dung 
firos, while tho shivering ponios obtained what sheltor 
they could in tho lee of tho tonts, 

Divestly opposite whore tho tonts wero orcoted 
and nob over half a milo distant, a hord of about 
xovonty wild yaks wore soen grazing on tho hillside, 
Thoy wore nob a whit disturbed ab tho sight of so many 
mon and ponies, and, after a casual glance in our 
direction, went on with their feeding. ‘Tho mist was 
too thick to dotormino whether there were any bulls 
in the herd worth shooting, so Bailey crossed the 
valley for the purpose of obtaining « view at close 
quarters, Tifey soon winded him, however, and 
though he ran to out them off, galloped round the 
qorner of the spur and vanished into the mist. ‘hoy 
appeared to be mostly cows Logether with a fow vory 
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young bulls and calves, though, as tho natives declared 
that wild yaks are to ho found on this vango all the 
year round, ib is probablo that tho more suspicious old 
bulls wore lurking in some sholtering nullah, 

Everyone realised the urgoncy of vvossing the pass 
without delay, and 4o the following morning, ay soon. 
as it was light, all weve astir and packing up, As 
cach Jot of animals was driven in from tho grazing- 
ground, they were loaded up at ance and dexypatehed 
on their way. Ryder and Wood wore almost the first 
to leave camp, as they had before them the disngres- 
ablo task of ascertaining, by meany of the hypsometer 
or boiling-point thermometer, tho height of the Ayi La, 
This process was carried out at the summit of tho pass, 
in bitter cold and deep snow and with the usual 
accompaniment of a howling wind, 

Fortune once more {avowed ws, fox, while making 

“the final ascont, the snow coaged to fall, Had it nob 
been fine, the crossing would have heen almost more 
than tho caravan could have managed, for, oven as it 
was, many of the mon collapsed from mountain-sick- 
ness and had to he put on ponies, Tha snow lay 
to a dopth of throo fect, and in thiy both mon and 
animals foundered badly; tho altitude was also much 
againat thom, for at 18,700 foot the air is too thin for 
the hoart and lungs to work properly. Tho wind heat 
violently in our faces, bub ab the summit tho whole 
scone changed liko magic, and wo scemed to entor into 
a new world. The sky to the south was almost cloud- 
lesa; the valloy of the Sutlej lay spread out before our 
eyes, thousands of fect holow, and in the fir distance 
the ‘Himalayas stood holdly oué againat™the blue sky, 
the base purple and the summit eapped with fields of 
snow, whilst here and there glittering pinnacles towered. 


up towards, the heavens. 
° 
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Tho wind was too keen to allow of a prolonged rest 
in this exposed position; hesides which tho ponios 
had already begin the procipitous descent and required 
all the assistance that could he given them, All tracos 
of a puth had vanished, and they had to make the hast 
way they could down the watercourse, So steop was 
the ground that tho loads, though fixed on tho ponics 
hy Government transport saddles, wore continually 
slipping over thoir withors and occasionally right ovor 
their hoads; ‘Cho sick men wore compelled to dismount 
and lend a hand in putting mattors right, this boing 
most conveniently oflected hy turning the ponies about, 
every 100 feet, xo that thoy faced uphill, in which 
position their loads wore casily veadjusted, In this 
loborious fashion, the caravan finally voachod tho plain, 
whieh, though not particularly flat, had evidently onco 
formed the hed of a great lake, 


CILAPTER XLUL 
INTO A NEW LAND 


Nonians, with precipitous sidox, divided the sountry 
into strips of land, fortunately all running in the 
direction we wished to go, Entering ono of theso, we 
goon struck a path, and following this down for three or 
four miles suddenly oncountored a group of men waiting 
to escort us into Dunkar, We had oxpected to find 
this place similar to other villages passed during the 
previous month, simply a group of mud huts, so were 
considerably surprised to come upon a flourishing 
villago of substantially Imilt houses end cultivated 
fields, : 

! To oxplain Dunkax, T must hove dosarihe the Sutloj 
Valloy on tho Tibet side of tho Himalnyas, It is a 
country the like of which I had novo soon hofore, In 
auciont Limes, and hofore the great Himalayas had Leon 
picreod by this river, tho whole country, from that 
range lo the presont source of the Sulloj, was 
covered by an inland soa many thousands of feot in 
depth. Though of such an immenso area, the lake 
apparently quickly silted up, tho admis of the sur 
rounding mountains being distributed in horizontal 
layors over ita entire extent. ‘The silling-up procers, 
in comparison with other rock formati6ns, must have 
proceeded rapidly, for the sandstone oud mud hav 
nover undorgono long and continual pressure, av 
remains soft and erumbling Lo this doy, Jb is probable 
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that, when this depression hecame nearly full of matter, 
the waters overflowed through some small rifé in the 
Himalayas, and, with the great woight of the inland 
sou behind it, the stroam rapidly out » channel through 
the barrior until the wholo bed of tho lake was laid 
~bare. Since then, rain and snow have continued the 
work, wearing away tho softer lines in tho strata, and 
fforming great clots and chasms many hundreds of 
‘feot in depth, to tho hottoms of which the rays of the 
sun never roach, Narrow precipitous ridges, spire-like 
pinnacles and isolated plateaux rise on all sides. Jt 
is a woird and wonderful sight, but also a depressing 
ono, for noither shrubs nor grass can grow, and a death- 
like silence reigns suprome, Now and again, in tho 
contre of the largest nullahs, « small erystal stream 
may he scon trickling over its sandy hed, but during 
the winter theso are fow and far between, Tho sand- 
stone roel crumbles to the touch and the mud turns to 
powder on being disturbed, whilst the strata over the 
wholo valloy lies perfectly horizontal, showing that 
this districh since its formation has never boon subject 
to onarthquakes or upheavals, ‘Tho illustration gives a 
vory {nix idea of the land as seon from above, but from 
holow no picture can adequately depict tho sonso of 
isolation of the traveller, as he views tho toworing liflx 
closing him in on ovory sido, 

Uho inhebitants of Dunker had originally choson 
ono of these precipitous ridges for their habitations, 
probably on account of the great number of caves 
which were there existent. The monastery, as being 
thoix most precious possession, hag been built on the 
very summit and far out of harm’s way. Round 

, About ik avo sentlored the fow dwellings of the 
emonks, whilst lower down, on any promising ledge, 
the villegors lave orected their own homes, utilising 

od 
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and adding to tho natural caves, or excavating 
others out of tho soft rock, ax occasion vetuired, Some 
two hundred Tibotans live round about, and oko out a 
provarions oxistence by keeping gonty and yaks and 
gyowing harley. ‘Uho field avo situated in a sheltored 
hollow, at tho hottom of which {lows a nover-failing - 
stream, rising from the ground a short distance front 
the village and novor completely freezing ovor even in 
the coldest season. 

A cosy little houso, situated low down und built 
out from a portion of the cliff, had heon sob aside for 
our vse, Ib wax approached by o Might of stops, 
surmounted by « low but massive doorway, and 
leading into # sunkon courtyard completely hidden 
from without, ‘To tho left wore four or five rooms 
overlooking tho strenm, and on tho right-hand side 
two caves used as dwelling-rooms, Tho Jattior wo did 
not enter, for they were dark and smoky, bub they 
must have been of considerable size to judge by the 
number of mon continually passing in and out, ‘Lhe 
ponies wero picketed just holow tho building, and 
for once receiver a really good food of crushed straw, 

Té was such a pleasant chango gotting Into oven 
this standard of civilisation, that Ryder and Wood 
decided to siny hore the next day, for the twofold 
purposo of working up the maps and having a good 
hot bath, a luxury eagorly anticipated hy all, 

Tho interior of the house hact heon well swopt and 
garnished, and the wally draped with coloured rugs, 
With considerable diffenlty and much noise, one 
personal effects wore finally arvanged in the different 
rooms, and hardly hed this heon complotéd hefore the 
savoury odour of cooking pervaded the atmosphere, , 
for our cooks, though no “chefs,” were hard workers « 


and had become adepts at preparing w rapid meal. 
al 
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From our hosts, we learnt that Ram Singh had 
arrived on the proceding day at Tovling on tho Sutlej, 
distant from Dunkar elout twonty miles, Tt will be 
remombored that he had left ua at Misar and followed 
the Sutloj down from its source, with the objeut of 

* coxtonding the xnevoy. Ib was now desirable to join 
foreoy onco moro, and as no road existed alongside 
tho bed of tho rivor, and the reports as to the 
condition of tho best and most direct path wero 
anything -but encouraging, I decided to go to 
‘Tooling and bring Ram Singh and his party to Tibu, 
one march woxb of Dunke, whore Rydor and Wood 
would pick us up. 

Bailey and I set out ab daybreak tho following 
morning, and ib was jusb es well that wo did so, for 
not only was the distance much greater than anti- 
cipated, but tho going in places was abominable. 

Woird ond fantastic pinnacles and precipices towered 
above ono on cithor hand, so completely shutting out 
tho further landscape, that, had it not heen for the 
faintly movked track, the task of finding an exit would 
have proved almost impossible. 

A. gradual descent of shout 8000 foot finally 
brought ws on to the broad ‘stony shores of the 
Sutlej River, We had dohouched almost opposite 
Tooling, the gudily coloured temples and chortans 
of which place stood aut vonspicuously ab tho edge of 
tho precipice, 200 feot above tho river, 

Men wore already on the southern bank awaiting 
our arrival in order to assish the ponies across, hut 
they could little more than point out the best spot 
to ford, for tl water was too deep and cold for thom 
to enter, The crossing was very diffierlt and only 

“Tibetan ponies would havo attempted it, for the 
river was about 100 yards lroad and 2 fect deep, 
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and from cach shove strotchel out for 20 yardy ox 
so a thick sheet of ico, This formed tho main 
obstacle, as it necessitated a drop of 8 foot from 
the surface of ico to tho rivor bed, and a scramble 
up again on the othor side. ‘Tho little ponics seomed 
to thoroughly undorstand what was required of them,. 
and, aided hy the Tooling mon, pluckily struggled 
across, A. steop path led to tho village and monastery 
above, but tho buildings wore barely noticed hy us 
at; the timo, for of far groater interest and importance 
was the sight of a splendid troo growing hy the path, 
the first soon for five weeks, 

Ram Singh and his mon wero found comfortably 
installed in a double-storeyed house on the fas sido of 
the town, and during thoir two days’ halt hed made 
themselves thoroughly ab home; even tho three ponios 
wore onjoying thomselves, with as much grass as they 
could eat and almost holly deep in straw, 

Ram Singh during the preceding ton days had hoon 
fully oceupicd in making many sido oxeursions, 
primarily to assist him ‘in his map, but with the 
additional rosult that he had visited the forts of 
De-pa and Tsaparang. 


CIIAPTER XIV 
A FORGOTTEN Clty 


‘Tootane, ‘interesting place as it is ab the prosont 
day, is insignifieant compared with what it muat have 
heon five centuries ago, At that date the town was 
not sibuated on the lovel ground just above tho river, 
but was porched on the vory swnmit of two isolatod 
plateaux a milo or two away to tho south Ram 
Singh had found time to clim) to the noarer and 
more importont of those two, and appeared much 
impressed hy tho cangors inewred and the dangors 
overcome, rom him and an intolligont Tooling 
inhabitant, | was onahied to gathor my information 
vespocting tho past history and prosent condition, 
Rising about 1000 fect above tho river stands an 
isolatod plateau of sandatone, four miles in cireumLorenco, 
from which sheer precipicos fall away on all sides, 
On tho summit and cloarly distinguishable to the 
naked oyo, avo runing of ancient buildings, standing 
out sharp and distinct against the sky. The road 
passed straight from the present Tooling to the foot 
of tho cliff, and thon, after a short clim) ovor rubble, 
led by monns of a cave into the heart of the mountain. 
The approaches had originally heen guarded hy strong 
towors and Walls, hut these had long since fallen into 
, feeny aud were now in a completo atato of ruin, 
» ‘Tho swnmit of the mountain was reached by sub- 


terranean frnnol-like Passages, up which only one man 
° iit 
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could climb at a times and hy dimly lié cuvoy, oviginally 
oxisting in tho hill, bub which had heon further dug 
out and improved hy man, Ram Singh declared that 
nothing would have persuaded him risking his nel 
up the chimnoys, the sides of which ho had to climb, 
but the fear of heing laughed at hy tho numorous: 
Tibetans who eccompenicd him, By other tortuous 
paths tho crest was finally reached, and hore the 
ancient monastorics, pelucos and hutldings lay in 
silent ruin, Many of tho tomples were if such an 
advanced stato of decay that even their outer walls 
now formed little more than hoaps of rubbish; yot 
others wore in a fair stoic of proxorvation, having 
hoon constructed probably ab a moro recont date, 
Tho wood rafters had boon removod, bub tho paintings 
and decorations in the rooms woro atill cloay and 
distinct, What most impressed Ram Singh wore 
tho groat clay figures of Buddhe sontod as of old, in 
the heaps of ruin, apparently hut little aMeoted hy 
tho years of storm and yain which had passod over 
thom, All movable decorations and images had 
long sinco hoon vomoved to tho new tomplos in 
the town below, where tho gods, Inonzes, and ovon 
carved-wood ornamentations mo now kopt under lock 
and key, 

Those ancient and procious images were oxaminod 
hy us tho following morning, the gumdians of tho 
sacred rolics cscorting us round and giving us all 
information. ‘Chey are placod in vows, shelf abovo 
shelf, in small tomplos built around the Jargor ones, 
and aro dusted and looked after with groat caro, 
Many aro woll executed, but others aro éf very rough 
workmanship and appear to ho of proat ago, Ono , 
picce of wood-carving of Tndian design and ornamontode 
with heads of clephants, Indian antelope and other 
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popular Ifind ombloms, waa anid by the monks to 
havo helongod to the throno used by ono of the 
angiont lings. 

‘Tho intelligent iuhahitaut of Tooling, whom I have 
alluded to previously, and who suitably filled the post 

' of profossional guide, voluntoored information as to tho 
anoiont history of the town, but this may have been 
concocted on tho apot solely for my edification, As, 
however, some of it may bo, true, 1 give it for what 
it is worth. 

“Weostorn ‘Lihat,” ho declared, “was formerly an 
indepondent kingdom, of which tho old town of Tooling 
was tho vapital, and hero not only tho kings resided 
but tho coclesinstioal heads also, For conturios the 
country had boon prosperous and poworful, but about 
four hundyod years ago tho land was invaded by 
a raco from tho north, the capital captured and its 
most procious treasures carriod away, After the 
doparture of tho invaders, tho old capital was desortod 
and allowod to fall into ruin, and os thoy had now 
nothing of valuo to protost, the three now tomplos 
and tho surrounding houses were orccted on tho level 
river bank far helow.” 

Who tho invaders were ho could not say, but 
suggostod that thoy might have como from Chincso 
Turkestan, ‘Taking into account the great natural 
atrongth of the place, it is probablo that it was not 
captured by agsnult but capitulated after « protracted 
siogo, the garrison boing foreed to surrender through 
lack of water, ag has happened so many times to other 
fortrossos in this part of the world. 

Tho outlifes of the housos situated near the edgo of 

» the precipices could ho diatinotly seon from whore wo 
@vore, but, to my groat regrot, time did not allow of my 
moking an inspection mysall. 
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Tooling is still tho chiof ccclosiastical town of 
Western ‘Libot, and hove the hend lame of the country 
yosidox; ho did nob show himself during our short 
visit, for which wo wero nob particularly sorry, x those 
pricaty aro vather unintorosting and cloxoly rosomble 
one another, : 

Tho largor of tho three monastories was visited tho 
following morning, and proved vory similar to other 
Tibotan fomplos, oxcopting that the main hall was movo 
than usually dirty, whilat the gods wore ayrayed in 
chenpor garmonts, livon tho brass and gilded figures 
wore decorated with fowor turquoises and coloured 
stones, though their sanctity seomod in no way 
diminishod in the oyos of the custodians, who showed 
thom to ws with ovidont pride, Odda and ends of 
various kinds woro mixed up with tho gods, on tho 
shelves, or propped against the wall, and valued for 
their conneotion with the ancient town, 

Tooling prosonts all the outward appearances of 
prosperity, and is cortainly cleaner than most Tibotat 
villages, Wields of harley surround it on thvoo sides, 
and numorous Lreos wo dotted about, thoxo on the level 
amall and stunted, but, whoro situated in the shaltored 
nullahs, of luxuriant growth, 

At tho timo of ony visit, tho placo wore quilo a 
holiday appouranee, for not only the threo tomples, but 
the houses, walls, chortans and all prominont rocks 
wore painted in porpondioular stripes of rod, white and 
blue, ‘Lhe threo tomples, though closoly rosombling 
ono mother in construction, wera decorated in a 
difforont manner, ono ved and white, the second tuo 
and white, and the third blue and red,“ 

During our inspestion of the various points of , 
intoxost, tho baggago animals had boon laden up and 
wore alrondy on their way, 
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Taking my loquacious guido with me, I mounted a 
local pony and sob off in the opposite direction to seo a 
\famous bridge which spans tho Sutloj a fow miles abovo 
‘fooling. My new mount was a nasty little heast, which 
objestad atrougly to loaving his homo, and proferred to 
go anywhere sathor than koep to the road. The bridge 
was not ovor threo milos away, but I covered a good six 
before getting thoro, having unwillingly onterod many 
ravines and snowdrifts lying far from tho path, 

Considering tho backward state of the country and 
tho ignoranes of the peoplo, this bridge is of decidedly 
clever workmanship, Ib is of cantilover design and 
constructed of wood, but ag the beams aro of insufficient 
length and aleongth to entirely support the weight, they 
have boon reinforced by iron susponsion chains, Tho 
approaches, though tortuous, are fairly wide, and pass 
undor massive stone archways, to which the supporting 
chains axe attached. Tho narrowest point in tho whole 
of the Sutlej River has hoen chosen aa tho site, aach end 
of tho hridgo resting on projecting rocks, During the 
melling of tho snows the wator rushes through this 
narrow channel with irresistible foro, and tho depth is 
then of not lesa than twonty foot, 

According to the Pundit Nain Singh, the bridge is 
supposed by the natives of the country to have been 
erectod by Aloxander tho Groat; my guido, however, 
scoffed at this idea, and gavo it as his version that it 
was crested by the last king of Tooling, four hundred 
yoars before, and had been repaired from time to time 
by the local inhabitants. My own opinion is that tho 
present construction is cortainly under one hundred 
years of age, though in all probability somo kind of 
bridgo has existed here for many conturics. 

*» Over this causoway o portion of Zarawar Singh's 
army marched in 1841 on their way to Pa-vang. 
wd 


290 THE GREAT PLATEAU 


At the southern entrance, in a nicho of tho wall, is 
a,mogt peculiar stone, bearing tho oxaggorated imprint 
of a dog's foot, ‘This is bolioved by the people to have 
beon made by a dog belonging to tho king, who not 
only orderod but himself suporintendod the orection of 
tho bridge, 

A few hundred yards below, in tho contro of the 
broad river hed, stands a prominent rook, on which it 
is said tho lamas, a fow years ago, placed much gold ag 
a peace offering to tho river gods, As tho.rock during 
tho winter months is high and dry, it is hardly likely that 
the money vemained thero for vory long, or that it was 
worth the trouble of going over to seo if any remained, 

Rickoty as the bridgo looked, it had to be crossed, 
fox the Sutloj was hore fax too doop to ford, Tho guido 
wont ovor first and the ponios wore drivon over singly, 
A flimsy rail ren along onch sido, so tho animals could 
not go very far wrong, but thoy little approved of tho 
creaking of tho timbers, and vanished through the 
opposite doorway at a gallop. 

Rundlo, my ordorly, was waiting o fow miles down 
the bank with my own pony, 80, bidding adieu to tho 
guido, wo sot off after the caravan, following thom by 
thoir tracka intoa side nullah, Passing thom, wo pushed 
on ahead, being lucky enough to meet a small boy who 
pointed out tho shortest rond to ‘Ti-bu, whoye wo arrived 
late in the afternoon, r 

Ti-bu turned out to be the most peculiar of all our 
camps, for it consisted of o collection of shoep-pons and 
a mass of sandstone rock, honeycombed with natural 
caves, ‘Thoso had been furthor excavated and improved 
by the inhabitants, and though tho ceilings were black 
with smoke, the floors wore amooth and cloan, Some 
of the caves wero of sufficient sizo to house thirty mon 
or more, but os the followers wero doubtful aa ‘to 
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whothor wo should approvo of thoix company, thoy had 
pitchod ov tents outside and amidst the docidedly 
ovil-smolling pons, ‘Tho animals wore contontedly 
gvazing around, snioke issued from every opening, and 
tho bright fives crackling morrily insido offored ao 
choory walcome. . 

. TH now thoro had heon little to find fault with in 
tho tack, for, since ontoring the Sutle} Valley, the lic 
of the ravines had heon all in our favour, the path to 
Tooling, and from thore to Ti-bu, lying slong the beds 
of iributary nullahs in tho direction we wished to 
movo, aud where at any rate the going was fairly good. 
Now we wore to exporienco the reverse of such ploasant 
conditions, for the track led across tho nullahs, with 
asconts and desconts of from two to three thousand 
feot. The dosconts wore rapid and would have boon 
almost enjoyable, had it not been for tho rooks hidden 
beneath onticing mounds of sand, and tho corresponding 
ascont on the opposite side of the nullah which was 
gver in on minds and before our oyes, 

1b was bad enough for man, but proved doubly so 
for the ponies, for downhill their loada pinched their 
withors or slipped ovor their hoads, and uphill rubbed 
their protruding hip-bones bare, 

Boforo reaching Ky-ni-puk, two of those terrible 
ravines had to be negotiated, Only one had beon 
anticipated, and on brooating tho crest, after strug- 
gling for threo hours with the onimols, it was enough 
to take tho heart out of anyone to see just ahead 
another equally bad, and to learn that the camping- 
ground was on tho far side, 

Tho iuajration is takon from tho path half-way 
up the second riso, At that spot the road is unusually 

e wide, but to counterbalanco this advantage tho sand is 
"additionally soft and doep. 
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For countless ages, this track has been used by 
caravans of yaks Jaden with the produce of Western 
Tibet on their way to India, though, had Nature been 
a little kinder to man, the route would have become 
much moro popular than it is, for the obstacles are 
enough to discourage the stoutest heart, and the | 
majority of traders now tuke their caravans by the 
vathor longor, but more level route, through the 
Chumurti country to the north, 

Ky-ni-puk is one of the few lovel spots to bo 
found in the district, It ia not a particularly inter- 
esting place in itself, but in comparison with the other 
camps it is a paradise, The valloy is nearly half a 
milo wide, and possesses w good clon stream with 
level grassy banks. 

A surpriso awaited ua on arrival, for two Tibetans 
were thore, who informed ua that someone, but they 
did not know who, was on his way from India and 
would likewixe arrive that day, bringing prent numbers 
of men laden with fresh stores and provisions for our 
use, Wo wero all consequently on tonterhooks, and 
ongorly awaited the now-comer, Tho wholo affair 
turned out rather ludicrous, and our disappointment 
waa groat when tho coolies began to arrive, twonty- 
four only in number, and, in place of the expected 
stores, laden with bedding and such-like articles, 

Tho identity of the travellor was soon revenled, 
for ho came over to our tents immediately after, his 
atival, bringing several letters and a large bundle 
of nowspapors, the latter kindly sent on to ua by 
My. Hort, Deputy Conservator of Forests at Simla, 
and by the Moravian missionary at Spoo, Letters of 
introduction told us that he was Thakur Jai Chand, 
late Rogistrar of Lehoul, and now tho first Trade eo 
Agent for Gartok. His departure from Simla hag 
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hoon much humicd, in order that he might reach 
tha enpital af Weatern Tibet whilst our expedition 
was AtiLl there, anc so he formally introduced to the 
Garpons before taking up his duties, 
‘Two things, howevor, had ocourred to upset this 
" plan, Virstly, our caravan had travelled at a -faster 
rate than had heen oxpeoted, and secondly, Thakur 
Jai Chand had been detained for eleven days at the 
horder village of Shipki, while the dzongpon of 
‘saparang referred the conse to Gartok, On a satis- 
factory answer heing received, Jai Chand was allowed 
to proceed and had done hig best to mako up for 
lost time, The coolics carrying his kit and sufficient 
food for the journey wore hillmen from Simla, and 
had boen woll fitted out with clothing and bedding, 
but they seemed to havo had about os much of 
Tibet as thoy wanted, and were already pining 
for their warm homes on the southern slopes, of 
the Himalayas, eo 
Tb waa goon settled that sighteen of these men 
should txanafor their londs to yaks and return with 
ua to Inclia, leaving aix only to accompany Jai-Chand, 
and that we should hand him over one of the two 
officiala who had accompanied us from Cartok, Wo 
had half a mind to take him back to Simla, for there 
would bo little work for him to do ot Gaxtok for many 
months to come, and, to make matters still worse, the 
Ayi La, which, ho had to ovoss, was now prastically 
closed for the winter. Since our caravan had left 
that pass, snowstorms had perpetually swept over 
the range,-and the fow glimpses obtained, when tho 
dlouds broke, showed it to be covered with snow, It 
, avaa ovident that wo had barely crossed in timo; but 
*ovon now, aa it turned out, ib was nob absolutely 
impassable, for Jai Chand subsequently reached Gar 
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Gunaa sefoly and without tho losa of any of his 
baggage. 

Jai Chand comes from a hill family of good repue 
tation, is quito s young man, and combines with 
plonsant, quiot manners a fluent knowlodgo of tho 
‘Mbetan tongue, and altogether ho appeared to mo | 
to bo tho wight man for tho post. 1 could do but 
vory little to holp him on his way, with tho exception 
of giving lottors of introduction, and handing over to 
him tho remaining prosonts, including brooches, rings, 
oto,, which had boon brought as gifts for the Tibhotans 
on the road, 

Tho wholo of this jowollory was hardly worth five 
pounds, but tho glittering handfuls of Parisian diamond 
rings and gilt chains so worked on tho imagination 
of tho coolies who saw tho transaction, that fabulous 
stories as to tho immense woalth we possossed soon 
hecamo common tall in tho villages of the Sutlej 
Valloy, ‘Theso things had originally belonged to Mx, 
Wilton, and had been intended aa presents for the 
Chineso during his journey to Pokin, but whon that 
wes abandoned, ovorything had leon handed over to 
our oxpedition, 

For presents, cheap jowollory ia almost usolesa in 
Tibet, for tho pricsta aro not allowed to woar any 
ornamonts, and tho poople know vory well whothor * 
the atones aro real or not, and whether the motal, is 
plated. Scarlet broadeloth, scarves, knives and” such- 
like things, aro fay moro appreciated and take up 
but little oxtra space, If room ia vory procious 
to tho traveller, the bulkior of these argicles can ho 
dispensed with and turquoiso ornamonts taken in 
pleco. This is tho only form of jewollory popular , 
amongst tho people at large, and which is valuod* 
above its intrinsic worth. The xongh stones gro 
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bought at tho fairs held in the country and conveyed 
by tho Indian morchanta to Amvritsar and Delhi, 
where they aro mounted in gold and silvor, and after- 
wards reimported. Practically every matrix originally 
comes from Tibet, but though inquiries wore mado 
‘at all tho moro important places, no information 
could be obtained as to the situation of tho mines. 
Tho Phari people obtain their supply from Caleutta, 
Shigatse from Lhasa, Lhasa from China and Leh, and 
Leh from Lhasa, whilst at many othor places the people 
merely said that they did not know where the stonos 
came from, that they had had theirs for years, and 
that none wore to bo found in their district or any- 
where near, Dospite theso unsatisfactory answors, the 
consensus of opinion lends one to beliove that they 
exist in tho greatest numbers in the country situated 
botween Lhasa and the western border of China, 

Tho nowapapors proved so ongrossing, that, before 
and after dinner, conversation was decidedly spasmodio, 
a& cach one searched for and announced those dotails 
which wero to him of spocial interost, All wero 
naturally cager as to the progross of the wat, 
though little of importance had occurred, and Port 
Arthur was atill uncaptured. 

Late that night another visitor arrived, in tho 
porson of the dzongpon who had detained Jai Chand. 
Ignorance was plonded with regard to the clauses of 
the “Treaty, and ag it waa quite possible that he had 
not heon offloially informed, we had to oxtend to him 
our forgiveness, His home, a double-storeyed house, 
looked upon by the natives as a fort, was ot Tsaparong,* 
on the Sutlej,% few miles bolow Tooling, Ram Singh 

eed visited the place, but was not much improssed 
aithor by its strength or intornal comfort. About 
1 Or Ohabrang, 
a 
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70 foot squaro and 15 feet high, it is situated at 
the foot of a rock, surrounded by a fow huts and a 
small aren of cultivated ground, ‘Tho dzongpon’s 
district strotches to Shipki, from which place so many 
Britigh officors have beon turned back, though the 


present men may not bo the one responsible for such. 


actions, 


CHAPTER XV 
AGROBS ‘THE FRONTIER 


THakun Jat Crann, before leaving on ‘the following 
morning, thoroughly prepared us for the cisagresable 
journey which was to be our portion that day, but with 
the exception of the driving snow which beat full in 
our faces, there was nothing particularly trying until we 
wore within three-quarters of a mile from camp. This, 
of course, was at the bottom of a nulleh, but what a 
place! The track literally dropped over the precipice, 
twisting in sharp zigzags down the faco of tho oliff 
wherever a projecting point offered sufficient room for 
“a turn. Now and again, ,an old fault or a landslip 
affordod,an opportunity to the ponies of halting for the 
readjustment of their loads, but it was labour wasted, 
ag a fow foot farther on matters were as bad a8 over. 
Down and ever down went tho path, until, 8000 feet below 
the arest, the bed of tho ravine was reached, Fore 
nothing existed but the absolute minimwn requisites 
for a camp—a patch of ground for the tenta about 40 
yards square, a fow straggling blades of grass for the 
animals, on icy orystal stream, and a little sevub for 
fuel, Gaunt, barren cliffs towering all around, a stream 
rushing. through o narrow rift, the sides fof which, 
apparently closing in a fow hundyed yards above and ° 

» -below, gave tho river the appearance-of arising from and 

» disappearing into the bowels of the earth; whilst above 
was soon a mere atreak of sondding storm-clouds, xcept 

r 
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by the path wo had descondod and the ono which wo 
wore bo climb the following day, no oxit from the ravine 
was possible for man, and a goat would find tho task 
none too easy. Could any spot on carth more nearly 
resemblo tho infernal rogions ? 

Tho ponies that night wont to bed supporless, but 
not through any fault on the part of tho Tibotans ; 
they had started with a dozon londs of hay, but the 
projecting and jagged rooks on tho rond had each taken 
thoir quota, so that by the ond of the day practically 
nothing remained, 

A. full three hours was taken io get clear of the 
ravine, Srom tho crest onwards there was little to 
complain of, for though tho road was rough, sandy, 
and deop in snow, yot it was infinitely preferable to 
anything vecontly oxperionced, Here wo wore surely 
and steadily covering the ground, whilet previously, 
many hours of weary struggling only zesulted in the 
gain of a mile or go in tho required direction. 

Tt can bo casily understood how our caloulations” 
had been upset by the vicissitudes encountered, for the 
marchos had beon originally menaured off on the map, 
and the dato of ow: arrival ab Simla Nxod accordingly. 
Wo wore now two days behind time, and tho arrears 
had to bo made up somehow or other, 

Tho two noxt camping-grounds bore tho almost 
similar names of Luk and Nuk; tho former villago is 
decidedly preforablo as a winter rosidenco, for it ot ahy 
rato presents the advantago of being sheltered from 
svory wind that blows, Hills surround it on all sidos, 
those to tho woat boing stoop and rocky, and hore tho 
atvenm which wators the valloy escapes by a deop rift, 
Balancing on the odgo of the southorn precipice are tho 
vemains of an anciont castle, far too old for the natives 
to know to whom it bolongod or anything of its Best 


THE GARTOK EXPEDITION 299 


history, ‘Tho prosent villago is a ploasant, quict little 
spot situated on both aides of the stream on the vory 
lowest ground possible, and having o population of 
about one hundred. 

_ Nuk is both smallor and poorer, containing at a 
liberal estimate not more than sixty souls; it was prob- 
ably a place of some importance in carlior days, for close 
by aro tho ruins of two separate castles or monastorios, 

It is diffoylt to dotormine which they wero, for the 
anciont toraples wove all well fortified and placed in 
nearly imprognable positions. The largor mass of ruing 
stands on the brink of a 600-foot precipice, inaccessible 
on evory side but dtte, 

Tom Nuk we moved to Chang Dang, a apoti far ro- 
moved from human habitation, and in‘winter one of tho 
bleakest spots on earth. Snow lay deop over tho whole 
country, and this had to be removed from some old 
sheop-pens before the tonts'could bo pitched. 

» he cold was intense, but fortunately the breeze 
waa light, or otherwiso it would have been almost un- 
boarable, for the temperature dropped below anything 
we had oxporienced bofore, The last examination of 
the thermometer on turning in for the night, showed 
the quickeilvor at 14° below zero and still slowly falling. 
On rising the next morning, it was found to be then 
registoring minua 26° I", or 68 dogrees of frost, Cold 
auiok ag this has a paralysing offect on man and beast; 
tho ponies seom too numbed to move, the muscles of 
the mon become onfesblod, and the more contact of the 
fingers with ixon and wood is so painful that the work 
of Jonding ahd, unloading develops into most laborious 
process, 

e+ The Sirang Poss was negotiated without much 
trouble, and the groat drop into the valley, in which 
Miypng is situated, accomplished without on accident, 
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though, on account of the narrow ledges of rock hoing 
filled with snow, ib was more by good luck than any. 
thing else that the ponies were safely piloted over the 
most dangerous points, 

Geographically, the pass is the frontior of India, 
for the country from hero onwards is in the Himalayas’ 
proper, and of quite differont formation to the district 
just left, 

Trom a height of 1000 feot, one looks: right down 
upon the village of Miyang, a compact and ‘prosporous 
place, surrounded by cultivation and with a fair 
sprinkling of trees, 

Shipki, tho most westerly village of Tibet and the 
largest seon since leaving Lhatso, was entered on 
December 28rd, It is not oasy ab first sight to believe 
that it contains a population of seven hundred, but 
more cavoful scrutiny reveals the faot that houses are 
scattered all over the slopes of a great spur, and are of 
the same design as those found along the lower reaches 
of the Sutle} and in tha Indian hill villages of tlfe 
Himalayas, Evory advantage has been takan by the 
inhabitants to cultivate the land wherever the slope 
permits, and at those apots where rocks are too abundant 
to allow of ploughing, apricot and other frnit trees 
have been. planted, 

Bolow Shipki two bridges span the Sutlej, ono being 
of suspended ropes, looking even more than usually 
shaky and dilapidated, and over which it wotld’ be 
hardly sofo for more than one man to cross at a time, 
The other is a cantilever bridgé of wood, built high 
above the rushing water, with no handgail, and so 
narrow that one atep on either sido of the centre line 
would precipitate the traveller into the river, It must 
be of greater strength than appearances lead ono te 
believo, for nearly oll the Indian caravans of baggage 
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sheep here cross the river every year on their way to 
the Chumurti country, Fortunately, we were not 
forced to use either, for o broad firm causeway of ice 
wha found just below Tyak, over which the baggage 
animals orossed the river, while the riding-ponies waded 
_ through at a ford. 

* Two paths lead from Shipki to Khub, the first 
village in British texitory : one crosses the steep spur 
which rung olose up to the river and ends precipitously, 
and is always utilised by transport and riding animals ; 
the other passes round the base of the oliff alongside 
the river, The latter route is Jong, narrow, and at 
times dangerous, though favoured by tho coolies, as they 
escape the atiff climb. It was necessary that we should 
also follow this plan, the coolies with tho lighter loads 
taking the lower road, whilst the yaks and ponios 
tackled the hill, Yaks being plentiful, our ponics wore 
relieved of their loads, a fortunate circumstance as it 
subsequently proved, for. within a few hundred yards of 
Ghipki their troubles commenced. : 

Here the caravan entered’ the region of snow, which ” 
at fiat Was ensy enough to get through, but steadily 
inoveaged in depth as wo advanced. Ag ench 1000 feet 
was passod, the tate of progress diminished, and tho 
rests became more numerous and of longer duzation, 
At 4000 feot the line of animals extended over half o 
mile, the weaker beasts dropping farther and farther to 

*the,roar, Many showed signs of giving out entirely, 
for the snow had now reachiod depth of over threo fest, 
and this, added to the steepness of the slope and the 
difficulty of obtaining any firm footing, told terribly on 
all. This Rag been anticipated, and a few spare yaks 
brought along for the purpose of beating out a track 

.° when driven on shead. : Their services wero now called 

“{nto requisition, but they proved almost useless, ag they 
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wore fax too wild to do their work properly. Tho 
ponies, whonever thoy saw a slope that offered loss of a 
struggle, insistod upon loaving the track, and in a 
moment on two wore floundering helpless in a snow. 
dvift. Tho men worked splendidly, pulling, pushing 
and urging tho tired bensts onward, though they 
wanted all tho breath they had for thomsolvos, 

However, passes, ovon such as this, must terminate 
at some time, and after six hours’ struggle the summit, 
5000 fect above Shipki, was reached, though man and 
beast wore in an oqually oxhaustod and bedraggled 
condition, The descent afforded at firat o delightful 
contiast, but before the 6000-feot drop into the villago 
of Khub was accomplished, many of the pleasures had 
vanished, 

As tho coolies on tho lower road also exporienced 
great difficulties, both paztios arrived in driblets, and it 
was not till nino o'clock at night that the last load came 
into camp. Nothing, however, had heen lost, * this 
satisfactory result hoing duo to tho enorgy and plugk 
displayed, not only by the Tibotans, but also hy our 
caravan-mon, who, whon first ougaged ot Grantso and 
Shigatse, wero rogarded as tho xiff-raff of the country, 

Once again wore we on Brilish toxrritory, though 
still over 200 milos from Simla. 

The Tohsildor of tho district was awaiting our’ 
mtival, and overything that could bo done to mako us 
comfortable had boon thought of and provided for. , 

This was Christmas Eve, but thore was no jollity or 
feasting; all were for too tired to do anything move 
than have something to eat and turn in. 

Khub is the terminus of the Himalaydh-Tibot road 
which runs for 218 miles without a break to Simla, Jt 
ig a fine piece of onginesring work, but the threo laste 
marches before reaching tho frontior Jeave much to bé 


THE GARTOK EXPEDITION 308 


desixed, for at prosont the gradients aro terrible and 
the path consists of little moro than great boulders, 
Improvements ave, however, rapidly being offected, and 
‘tn aome places an entirely now alignment will probably 
be carriod out, 

Considoring tho diffoultios still existing along this 
route, it is surprising how tho pooplo manage to trade 
at all, and tho thousands of maunds that pass annually 
to and from Tibet speak volumes for thoir energy and 
trading capacity, and all this will be further incroased 
whon the road to Shipki, round tho precipice, has been 
fully constructed, 

Due allowance had been made for delays and 
diMeultics on tho road from Gyantso to Shipki, and 
whilo congratulating oursolvos on the satisfactory 
progress tho expedition was making, a disaster had 
happened on tho British side of the frontier which 
came noar to wrecking our plans, 

Ten miles below Khub, a gront cantilever bridgo, 

pvogarded og an engineoring triumph, spanned tho 
Sutlej, carrying the road from the lef to the right 
bank, ‘It had only been completed and opened for 
traffic in the autumn, and was looked upon by the 
natives with awe and admiration. But for us it was 
to be of no uso, The timber, obtained from the 
neighbourhood, proved to be exceptionally brittle, for, 
threo weeks before our arrival, tho lower beams gave 
way lose to tho piers, and tho ‘whole structure was pre- 
oipitated with » ovash into the torront below, Learning 
of our approach, Mz, Hart, Deputy Conservator of 
Forests, gavo immediate orders for the construction of 
a now bridge, leaving matters in the hands of the 
lumbadars of the neighbouring villages as to tho 
‘> particular method by which the river should be 
* spanned, 


on 
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Threo immense treos had boen felled and placed in 
position upon two projecting rocks, immodiately above 
the site of tho old bridge. This new atruoture was 
naturally only of a temporary naturo, but sufficed fot 
all requiremonts, though it angged to within a foot 
or two of tho water, It was of sufficient strongth to 
support the animals when duiven over singly, and the 
baggage was carried across by coolios. 

At Spoo, a village situated close by, a dolightful 
surprise awaited us, for we wore met half way down 
the hill by the Moravian missionary, who hag lived hero 
for many yonrs. 

We wore promptly carried off to the Mission 
buildings, whore a repast of the rarest delicacies had 
been prepared. 

On occasions such as theso, the smaller details 
often impross themselves tho most forcibly on one’s 
mind, and I feasted my eyos with unbounded delight 
and admiration on the spotloss tablecloth and the 
folded napkins, a 

In the cornor of the rodm stood tho Christmas treo, 
80 lately laden with presents for the village chfldren, 

Our host and hostess were kindness itself, and a 
delightful afternoon was apent in looking over tho 
neat and comfortable buildings, tho prizo fowls, tho 
orchards, and tho hundred and ono things which 
appeared so welcome and go strango to our oyes after 
a year apont in Tibet, Par) 

As the story of my provious journey onds with an 
account of tho hospitality shown by the Moravian 
missionarios at Leh, so also doos this part practically 
terminate with « grateful acknowledgment of the 
many kindnosses rocoived from tho members of the 
some Sooicty stationed at Spoo and Chini. . 

When 100 miles from Simla, a detachmont of ° 


ron 
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mules was encountered laden with stoves for the 
expedition. These had beon despatched by order of 
the rovelge Secretary, with thé intention that they 
shéuld rea’h us at Gartok, but our rapid progress had 
upsot all caloulations. Howover, two of the boxes were 
«very wolcome even at this stage of the journoy, for the 
men were out of ghi and ghoor, necessities for the 
native of India, 

By undertaking double marches on two occasions, 
the dgys lost in the Upper Sutle} Valley wore made up, 
and the expedition reached Simla on January 11th, 
threo months and a day from the time of leaving 
Gyantso, 


Hore wo were hospitably entertained by tho 


mombors of the Simla Olub, whilst the followers were 
housed in tho serai or put up with their friends, 

On the following day, the disporsal commenced, 
the first to leave being tho Tibetans and men engaged 
at Gyontes, , Very few of, thom hol ever seen & 
rwilway train, and oh the day of axrival: they -were 
found on tho lino, watching with awe, but keeping 
woll clear of, the ongines. So gront was their anxiety 
to experience the unknown delights of railway travel, 
that one ond all roquested to be aént to Darjecling 
by train, from which place they could easily reach 
their respective homes, And in this way they left 
us, a happy, delighted lot, with their belongings around 
thone and their pockets full of well-earned money, 
Several could speak no Hindustani and only had the 

' vaguest iden as to where thoy were going, but they 
cared little, and doubtless safely roached their destina- 
tions jn time, 4 


Then the remainder, gradually dispersed, thoir 


“gprrow at leaving overshadowed by their joy at tho 
tortaination of tho continual tramping and discomfort, 


‘pr 20 
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mingled with tho feoling of satisfaction that ovorything, 
had passed off so well. 

Tho ponios wore disposed of to tho hillmen of 
Simla, and the mules absorbed into tho mule corps at 
Umballa, 

As an aftor result it is pleasant to vecord that Ryder. 
was awarded the Patvon’s Gold Medal of tho Royal 

« Geographical Socicty for survey work carricd on during 
the Tibet Mission Expedition and the jouney hero 
related. 

Tibet has an irresistible fascination for the man 
who has once travelled in tho country, and though 
one is always dolighted to leave tho discomforts and 
hardships inseparable from exploration, and to rovel 
in the delight of civilisation again, yot bofore 
many months have passed the longing to seo it once 
more returns with redoubled force, 

And so it is with my comrades and myself, my 
last wish being that some day we may meet there 
again, as no man could dosize more staunch and 
pleasant companions than Ryder, Wood and Bailey; 
and last, but by far from loast, my old comrade of the 
first journey, Hargreaves, 


ry 


APPENDIX 


THE FAUNA OF TIBET 


Tin Krana (Bquua hemtonus) 


Tur kiang or wild ass of Tibet is to be found in all parts 
of the country, and frequents eithor low or high ground, hill 
or plain, from 14,000 to 18,600 fect above son-lovel, It 
stands about 14 hande at tho withers, is of a poworful, 
symmotrical build, and has an easy, gracofu) carriage, except 
that the hoad is borne rather high, Tho hair is upright, 
olose and wavy, and with aonspionous contrasts of colour. The 
upper half of tho body is a dark rufous brown, with « still 
darker line along the riba and spine, aud an oqually dark 
patch on the hind quarters and face; the marking on thé 
lattor ig auch as to give the animal an exaggerated appearance 
of being Adtte-handed. 

The throat, chest, abdomen, insido the logs and all below 
tho knees, avo white; the contrast in colour in some lights ig 
vory noticoablo, whilo in others the animal becomes porfoctly 
invisible, ‘Who mano is thin and stands ereot; tho tail is 
almiloy to that ofa donkey; and tho hoofe amall and formed 
of the hardest horn. P 

Yhoy aro to be met with oithor singly, in twos and 
‘threes, or in droves of twenty and thirty. 

. The breeding season is about the middle of August, 
‘the females rotiring to tho highest ground possible before 
‘giving birth "aq thelr young, of which one is the usual 
number. 

e- In character the kisng is bold and inquisitive, and rarely 
‘able to resist .the Gemptation of an inspection of mon or 
ponies; he keeps at a distance of from 100 to 200 yarda, 

6 . 
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wheeling yound and round a caravan for miles, Thisa * 


outiosiby ig offen a causo of annoyance to sportsmen in 
search of nobler game, for the kiang galloping round and 
snorting violently invariably puts other gamo aminaly $n 


the alert. 


Young kiang havo beon caught and partially tamed, but , 


all attempts at converting thom into baggage animals havo so 
far met with failure, 

The call of the kiang isn bray, and not a noigh; state. 
ments have been made to the contrary, but there is no 
doubt on the point, tho bray being similar to éhat of tho 
domesticated ass, only rather more shrill and ubtered more 
quickly. 

During the spring their intestines ave infected with a 
grub of reddish colour, one inch by half an inch, but thoy 
seem to cause no inconvenience; whon similar grubs aro 
- found in ponies, the Ladakis deolaro that it shows tho 
animals are healthy and putting on fab 

All over the Chang paths may bo acon, one foot wide and 
quite clear of stones; these have been mado by the wild ass, 
and usually lead to or from wator and good foeding- 
grounds, Ag a rule they travel in single file, but when 
alarmod move and form fike a troop of onvalry, often 
having ono in front and one or two on the flanks’ to act aa 
scouta; during those movoments thoy repeatedly shy at 
imaginary objocts, raising clouds of dust at overy 
turn. 

Their powors of scont and hearing are fair, bub in 
length and quickness of alght they probably oxaol> any 
animal in Tbot, So nwmorous ave they in cortain parts, 
notably round Shomen ‘Tso and in he upper renchem of tho 


Brahmaputra, that hundreds may be seon at ono time,’ 


They aro regularly hunted and killed by tho natives, who 
eat the flesh, whioh is hard and coarse and when dried forma 
an article of commerce, Pei 


ad 
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Wun Yar (Bos granvions) 


Both the English and Latin names of this animal aro 
aomowhab misleading; throughout Ladak, Rudok and Tibet 
the wild yak is known by the name of “dawk”"—tho term 
“yak” hoing appliod to tho domostiented animal, while the 
cross bolweon the yak and the common cow is termed a “200.” 
Moreover, as tho wild yak nevor grunts (that accomplishment 
being confined to the tame varioty), it ia ridiculous to apply 
to it tho adjective “ grunnions.” 

Thoso wild cattle aro magnificent creatures, and wore 
once common in the Chengchenmo Valley, but they coaged 
to visit thore many years ago, and aro now nob to be met 
with west of Arport Tso, ovor 100 miles from the 
frontiox of Ladak. hoy havo thoir favourite haunts, and 
though often goon in immense herds, are novor to be found 
dotted abouts burron strotches of country, like kiang or 
antelope, ‘The most northerly point at which wo saw one 
was lat, 84° 46’, though thore ts plentiful evidence that they 
go farthor north during somo months of the year. 

The oxen stand betwoen 17 and 18 handa. at. the 
shoulder. They are coal-black in; colour, from: head to 
foot, except that in’ the males the face and muzzle are 
groy. Their bodios aro covered with long, wavy hair, which 
grows Go its grentost longth along tho sides below the ribs, 
Thoix immonge tails are their most noticeable point; these 
are waved violontly abont when angry or alarmed, and 
nob only give thom a ferocious appearance, bay pub tho 
whole herd on the alert, 

On account of its colour, tho wild yak forms a conspicuous 
objagh a1 on the hillside, and when found on light-coloured 
soil can*bo distinguished with the naked oye for a diatanco of 
six or seven miles. With the exception of man, however, it 
has no enomy to fear, 

They evoymost commonly mot with either singly or in 
hords of fiftoe* to ftty-—the solitary animals usually being 
old bulls, Tholx favourite haunts are easy, sloping, grassy 


* yalloya, with water close at hand. 


Tsolated oases of charging have beon reported, but it is 
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probable that theso wore attompts at osoapo, for oven whon ,, 
wounded and at ologo quartors tho deunk will mako every 
endeayour to oscapo. Whon a herd obtains the scent of a 
human boing, they all rush together ond remain thus wih 
their heads towards tho threatened danger, until the obnoxious 
smell has vanished and their fears aro allayad, Oddly 
onough, they are nob much olarmod at the sight of a man,’ 
and, should ho bo in a kneoling or crouching position, will 
often take no notice of him whatever, Whon oneo thoroughly 
alarmed, they move away ab a trot and a gallop, thoir tails 
waving from sido to side, kooping thie paco for hous and 
never halting until many milos of country have boen covored 
and a place of safety found, 

The eyesight of tho daunk is commonly believed to be 
bad, but it is really excellent, and many a Ano boast owes his 
life to this fallacy, Their powors of hearing aro only fair, 
but ib is in thelr marvellous gifs of soont that they surpass 
all animals on the Ohang; thoy can wind a man at a 
iatance of four or flve miles, They aro wonderful climbers, 
and however rough the ground may bo, it never scoms to 
affect their rate of progrossion. 

The cows are amallor than the bulls, and usually giye 
birth to thelr young about the laat week in June, 

‘The grubs found in the kiang and anteloperalso infeot 
the daunk, living undor the skin on both sides of the 
spine, 

hese animals aro aomotimes shot by tho nomads, but 
ave more often trapped, being caught by the foot in a similar 
but stronger trap to that used for snaring antolopos, —, ‘ 

Their flesh makos fair eating if kopé for a consider. 
able time, but in my opinion tha soup made from, the 
feot is much ovorrated. ‘The taila form a considerable 
article of commerco, and are in gront demand for the weddings 
of wealthy natives of India, 

The horns do not depend for their length en the age of 
the animal, but probably on his health and Strength and the 
nature of the grazing-grounds. Short horna are usually 
thick, and Jong ones thin, The record pair measures, h 
believe, thirty-nine inches, 
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I give here tho monsuromonts of ono animal carefully 
taken with a stool tape— 


> 


ft. 
Ilvightatshouldor. =. . 
Totallongth . . 11 
Length from muzzlo to root ot tail 
Longth of tail, =. oe te 
Longth of face, oo. i 
Girth of body. nr) 
Girth of nook at thickest pin, , 
Girth of nook at thinnest me Lf 
Length of horns at Pe 
Ciroumferonce of horns at haga soe 
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Tun ‘Lingran Anveiork (Pantholops hodgsonit) 


This antelope is more common and roams over a greater 
range than any othor species of animal in Tibet, Anywhere 
and everywhere above 16,000 feet it is to be found, either 
singly, in twos or threes, or in tens of thousands, as seen 
by Oaptain Deasy on Antelope Plain and by ourselves on tho 
plains boyond, where, as fay ag the'eye could reach, the whole 
country soomed coverdd with does and thelr young, 

They atand about sthinty. yas dnohes ab the shoulder, 
and are of a rodalshylehalt a8 tit An: ftimmer, the bucks 
black and whito in winter, the hair oldsé bo the skin gradually 
changing to a Franch gtoy; thig ig about three inches in 
longth, upright, brittle and set very close, affording a' good 
protection againat'the bitter Chang winds,’ 

These antelope have two noticeable peouliaritics: one is 
tha large groin-pit on tho inside of the thigh, large enougli 
to contain a man’s flat; in it is seoreted a musky-smelling 
yellow powder, Tho Tibetans believe that when the animal 
ig pursued he fills these pits with air, thereby enabling him 
to dovor the ground with greater rapidity, The second 
feature is the extended and puffy nostrils, which detract 
from the boauty of the head, During the rutting season, 
which takes place towards the end of November, at which 
date the bucks are in a constant state of war, these nostrils 
are used for bellowing challenges to all and sundry. It is 
& deep-toned roar of rage or defiance, and seems to have a 
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Aispiziting offoct on tho conrago of tho youngor or more | 


timid bucks near by, The bellow is more what one would 
expect from a savago and carnivorous beat of tho jungle 
then from an antolopa, Neither does this roar covor a 
want of pluok, for it is followod up by a vicious charge, It 
the opponents meet, a furious combat takes placo, in which 
blood flows frecly, as was scen by us on geveral occasions, 
As a vule, howovor, tho weaker rocognises his inforiority at 
a distance, and flees ignominiously. 

They muas find it diMoult to live through the wintor, 
for very little fodder ig to be found, and they subsist almost, 
entirely on their own fat. In the spring they are wretchodly 
thin and infected with the large grub similar to that 
found in the intestine of the kinng, In the onao of tho 
antelope, however, the grubs livo below the skin of the 
rump, thriving and fattening on the flosh underneath, An 
animal may hava from forty to sixty of these pasts feading 
upon him at one time, each of which has burrowed a hole 
through the skin, This state of things readily accounts for 
the vicious prods which the bucks continually mako ab 
their hind quarters with their horns, Bucks and doos are 
equally infooted by theso croatures, which dio or esonpe onvly,, 
in the summor, barely leaving a gow behind, During 
August and tho flrat half of Soptomber they ave again 
worried by some inadot which evidently caugca much pain, 
and fn all probability tho ova of the above-montioned grub 
are thon being laid, 

During the leat week in June or tho first wook in July 
the does give birth to thelr young—~gonerally one, in 
numbor, They retire to tho most out-of-the-way places, and 
do not venture again into the plains wntil three or fouy days 
after the event, Whethor it is a provision of nature on 
account of the scarcity of food, or whother many of tho does 
are barren, ib is impossible to dotormino ; but the fact romaine 
that only ono half to two-thirds of the femalosehave young 
annually, Tho young can movo aa fast os Gr even faster 
than their mothers when only a few days old, Buoks and 
does soem to be about equal in number, but during the 


summer they live apart and in different parts of the country. 


APPENDIX 818 


Tibetan antelopo objeot to a warm sun, and on fine days, 
should « pond bo near, will atand in it for hours cooling 
thomaolves in tho nearly freozing wator. Thoir ory ia a 
“ban” similar to that of a shoop, while the alarm-note is o 
snort, accompanied by a stamp of the foro-foot, 

In charactor thoy vary considerably: somo mako off at 
the firat alght of man, while others take no notice whatever, 
and will oven advance for closer inapeotion, A hat or a amall 
portion of the body exposed during a stalk will often act as 
a auffloiont inducomont for the animal to advance out of 

souriosity,- and thoir habit of stopping when 150 or 200 
yards away rendors an easy shot always possible, and makoa 
tho sport of shooting them a poor ono, 

“Forme” similar to those mado by hares aro to be found 
all over tho country, but principally on hillsides, whence o 
good viow all round may be obtained; when chased or 
alarmed, bucks and does will often throw themselves into 
these holes, whore their bodies vemain hidden, though in 
tho onge of the bucks the horns still show up sharp and 
diatinet above the level of tho ground, 

Does carry no horns; thoso of the bucks aro lyre-shaped, 
and bend inwards and forwards’ at ‘the tip; they, are cons 
sidarad by some to be the meat beautiful in existence, and 
grow to drom 24 to 263 inches in length, bub raroly more, 
The largest I have seoured wore 27} inchos: the record 
ia 274. 

Their aight is poworful and quick, and tholr sono of 
scont and hoaring fair, AN tholr motions are graceful, tho 
troy being particularly beautiful, as well as easy and rapid, 

During the montha of May and June and in’ the early 
poyt of July they ave uaually to bo seon trekking wostwards, 
probably to the pastures where the young grass is sprouting 
in the Wostorn Chang, 

Thoy are trapped and snared in large numbers by tho 
natives, bueke, doos and young being slaughtered indis- 
oriminately, “Che snares are genorally nooses of twisted 
hair flxed lo atones, bioose boing placod round the rocks to 

a aot aa bait, The traps consist of a xing of fibrous wood, 
bound in hair, from which other pieces of wood with 
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sharpened points project inwards and downwards; these 
are buried just below the surface, and the unsuspecting 
antelope treading upon one, passos a foot through the ring, 
ig unable to withdraw it, and is slaughtored at ease. Thelw 
flesh forms excellent eating, 


Tun 'TBRTAN GAZELLE (Gazelle picticandata) 


This gazelle is commonly known by its native namo of 
“goa” (pronounced “goo-er”), Its habitat extonds from Hanld 
in British torritory in the west to China in the -east, and» 
between tho 85th degree of latitude to the northern slopes of 
the Himalayas, at a height of between 14,000 and 16,500 feet, 

It is closoly allied to the Chinkara of Hindustan, and ia 
one of tho moat beautiful animals in existence, 

It atands about twonty-flve inches at tho shoulder, and is 
of a reddish-groy colour, with a most consplouons white rump, 
in the centre of which is a amall black tail, During move- 
ment, or when the animal is excited, the skin along the riba 
is drawn forward, thereby extending the whito hairs on tho 
hind quarters until a perfect ruff is formed. Tb ia difloult 
to assign @ ronson for the conspicuous marking, as these, 
gazolle live in valleys and on ground devoid of sorub jungle, 
and attention is often drawn to thei whereabouts by their 
appearance, 

Their olarm-note ig a sharp, ponetrating “shoo,” which 
at onco puts the whole hord on the olert. When they ara 
frightonod, their mode of progression is similar to that of the 
Indian antelope, viz, Ly bounds, all four fecp moving, in 
the same divestion ob once; as o rule, on sighting an enemy 
they make off immodiatoly, not stopping for a second, lgok, 
They rarely gazo uphill, as they apparently never expect 
dangor from that direction. a 

Thoiy senso of hearing, scent and sight are well developed, 
and a8 they are shy end always on the alert, affard excellent 
sport for the rifle © 

The favourite haunts of the gon are grasay, easy-sloping 
nullahs and spurs, with rich, short grasa and running water’ 6 
cloge at hand. 
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The horns aro of a most gracoful shape, olosoly ringed 
and black in colour; they usually grow to a length of from 
12 to 144 inchos, 


* » The flosh ia dolicious, 


Bunney (Ovis nahwra) 


This animal is known to tho natives by the name of 
Napoo (male na), Jt stands about thirty-thres inches at the 
shoulder, is of a bluish-slaty colour, and forms the link 

a hetwodn-the sheep and goat tribes. 

But little description is needed, as the burhel ia familiar 
to moat aporismon in the Himalayas, being shot yearly in 
great numbers in Ladak and the noighbouring states, In 
Rudok wo found thom in great herds, particularly in the hills 
north of Bum Tso, where the highlands aro much out up by 
precipitous ravines, the ground between being flat and atony ; 
on the tablelands and in these ravines vast herds of burhel 
were always visible. 

A very large porcantage of those were femalos and young, 
and wo only rarely saw a male with a really good head; bub 

~ old horns menguring as much as thirty inches were frequently 
ploked up in the river-beda, * 

Burhel, though affording good sport, are not difficult to 
shoot; the unusual shape of the horns and the diffoulty of 
obtaining « pair monsuring over twenty-clght inches, make 
this animal a wolcome prizo to the sportsman, The record 
head measures 814 inchos; sircumforence, 184 inchos; tip 
tg tip, 225 inches, Whe flesh affords excollont eating, 


9 NYan (Ovis ammon) 


7 Again bué little need be said about this fine boast, which 
shares with the ovis poli the honour of being the largest of 
all sheep. It may, however, savo disappointment to some 
future sporténan, to state that during our first joumncy not 
one shootable ram was seon by us, though noar Aru Tso large 
numbers of ewes and young were daily found grazing in the 
neighbouring ravines, They are, however, vory numaxoug in 
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‘all:the ravines and on the slopes of the momntaina lying to 
the north of the Brahmaputre from its sourco to Tra-dom, 
‘Along this stretch of country herda may be seen daily, and 
rae agit horns found, 


Siaroo (Ovis vignet) 


The Inte Mu. Dalgleish reports the oxiatonoe of shapoo in 
TMbet, but it ig moro than doubtful. We never saw any 
animale, old horns or tracks, while the natives profess entire 
ignorance as to their existence; Captain Bowor, mdreovey, 
sw none in his journey across ‘Tibet, and is sceptical as to 
the probability of this animal being in the country, 


Tan Worn (Canis laniger) 


Whorever game is plentiful, the Tibetan wolf ia to be 
found, though on account.of hig shy nature he is rarely shot. 

There are two varieties, the yellow aud the black, of 
which the former are by far the most common, 

These wolves are to bo found ab all altttudes and in all 
districts, Ag a rule thoy hunt aingly or in couples, though 
on one oconsion I suw a pack of five togather. 

The hair, as might be expected, is long and close, while the 
tall ia of great length and thickness. ‘They live principally 
on: antelope and gazolle, for the wild asa with his speed of 
foot and his hoofs can moatly look after himself, and oven the 
cow yaks with young pay little attention to them when 
prowling round a herd, 

Their chief interest to the zoologist and -the eporteman 
lies in the quostion as to whether there are two digtingt 
breeds, or whethor tho Htter of pups are colomed inrospective 
of the colour of the mother and father. 

Personally I conalder that they aro of the same breed, for 
though the yellow variety are the more numapous, yet a 
yellow and a black may often be geen together, while on two 
_ occasions we saw 9, black she-wolf with two cubs, a black 

and: yellow, and on. two other occasions 4 black mother with 
two black-young’ ones, 
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The colour of the surrounding osiinty and the altitude 
may havo some effect upon them, for in the north of. Tihet 
black wolf is xarely soon, while round Gartok thoy avo by 
far the more numerous, 

Wo wore unable to discover any difference in their shape 
or size when placed sido by aide. 


Tae rowan Hann (Lepue hispidus) 


This animal {a to be found all over Western Tibet, its 
favourfte haunta being rooky mountain slopes or short sarub 
jungle. 

It is about the size of an Wnglish rabbit, but affords poor 
sport, ag a near approach is always possible—eithor on 
account of the creature's inquisitivoness or its oxtreme fear, 
which causes it to become almost paralysed, so that it can 
be knooked over with a stick; a amall hore rifle ia the best 
weapon to nee, - 

At certain places in Rudok whats Jow sorub abounded, 
these haves were fond’ in: fiamnenst nuntbers jab. one spot 
juet: west of Cat: Ts 4 ¢ 

» shrubs in. he" t 
change thelr haunts trom’ tithe i "a 
Pamaalrand Ningau, whore they had. previously been rapoited 
ag vory numerous, no brace could bo’ found of thom, 

Tn speod and in the ease with which they cross steep and 
rough ground I know of no animal to suxpase them, 

‘Wo killed vory fow, a8 tho flesh is tasteless. and: makes 
imifferont: eating, and also because the Mussulman, drivors 
rofused to touch ib ab oll, when- there wes other flesh ‘to be 
had, ‘We caught a leverot, which became quite. tame in a 
fow days, bub unfortunately came to-dan untimely ond. 










. Tom Tonran: Sann-GnovsH Syrthaptes Ubotanns) 


This 4s partiowlarly haindeote; gamoy-looking bird, and, 
aa might bo axpeoted from ita living in a wind-ewept plateau, 
a attong: vand abnormally Jong wings and. a powerful 
‘fight, 
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os. Mhey wore first discovered -by: My, Gould in-1850, and” 
fare said nob to migrate. hel shrill note oan be distin. 
guished at o long distance. veh 
Thera ava no more confiding birda and few which afford? 

better eating, It should be understood that with us, all. our F 
gun-shooting was for the pot, and not for sport; at no timb 
were cartridges 80 plontiful that we could tako fanoy shots, 
and wo often spent some time in waiting for threo or four 
birds to bo in line before expending one cartridge, On one . 
odoasion these grouse wore more than usually foolish; thoy 
waddled along on their short logs just in tron, ‘and ne ¢ 
amount of firing would persuade thom to fly moro thar a 
few yards. As thore wore five coveya within a radius. of 
100 yards, we pasted from aovey to covey, taking fivo or 
six birds from each, and left the remaindor as widisturbed 
as when first soom, Large and numerous coveys are to be 
found inhabiting the upper roaches of the Brahmeputra, 





‘Wiivrowr—Grnsn, Duox, Tran, £70. 


Not many of the Chang lakes are inhabited by wildfowl 
for breeding purposes, mainly because 8o few of thom contain « 
fresh water. On Arporb Tsd in June thero were about 
twonty pairs of bar-horded geese, which were about? to noat 
in the lagoons lying at the south-west end of the lake, 

On the small fresh-water lake to the north-aast of 
Antelope Plain wo saw a goodly numbor of bar-hoaded goose, 
pintails, brahminis and cranes, whilo Lake Markham held o 
fair number of brahmini duck, bub nothing else, 6 

Huping Tso seemed to be a parfect braeding-place, and, 
on account of the wacda and freah-water shrimps, Jb da 
probable the birds go there easlior in the year, though we 
saw none at the time of our visit. 


We wore agreeably surprisod by Bum Tad, for have count- 


loss numbors of geese, pintails, mallards, pochards, and: teal 
were Been; on account of the absonce of aover, the ‘808 
rifle was found more useful than the gun, Some of tho 
flock contained many thousands of birds, ae 

Tai Tso waa another Jake on which there was an almost 
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‘Iporedible numbor of birds of all vasleiias tho Aightshooting” 
du the ovoning afforded oxcellontiaporti, -” ‘ 
’ There is good duok-shootlig on. the ‘Kheo River, on ‘the 
anks of which; near Noh, o woodcook and a duplo of snipo 
wers bagged, 
"Ram chikor wore found in largo: numbers to the west at 
Momar. Chhoka, ond near all the villeges in the Brahmaputra 
“yalley betweon Lhatse and Saka, ‘During the night tho 
birds come down to: the.flelds to feed, and in the early, 
morning: are, to bo found wonding their way ‘slowly up the 
, sane Se fa rule they are very tame, and easily shot. 
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